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BOND 


George  Jackson  Bond  was  a  most  worthy  scion 
of  one  of  the  oldest  New  England  families  and 
evinced  many  of  those  outstanding  traits  of  character 
in  his  public  and  private  life.  He  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  William  Bond,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Watertown,  Massachusetts 

William  Bond  departed  from  Bury  St.  Edmonds, 
England,  in  1630  when  only  five  years  old.  He,  with 
his  aunt,  the  wife  of  Deacon  Ephriham  Child  came 
to  Watertown  where  he  became  a  man  of  consider¬ 
able  importance  in  early  colonial  times.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  in  1689  and  was 
elected  speaker  of  the  General  Court  from  1691-95, 
being  the  first  speaker  elected  under  the  Royal 
Charter  which  united  the  Plymouth  and  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Colonies.  He  was  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Council  of  Massachusetts  on  a  committee  super¬ 
vising  the  settlement  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
He  served  as  Town  Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Selectman  and  as  a  captain.  His  descendants,  many 
of  them  noteworthy  citizens,  occupied  his  estates 

at  Watertown  for  170  years. 
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BOND 


Charles  Bond  was  born  in  Whittingham, 
Vermont,  July  7,  1804,  and  died  in  Searsburg, 
Vermont,  July  16,  185  5.  By  occupation,  he  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  settled  in  the  latter  town  in  the  year 
1845.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Searsburg 
and  held  many  of  the  town  offices.  He  married  Jane 
Tibbetts,  who  was  born  November  16,  1802,  in  the 
town  of  Halifax,  Vermont,  and  died  in  Searsburg, 
April  24,  1877. 

George  Jackson  Bond,  son  of  Charles  and  Jane 
(Tibbetts)  Bond,  was  born  in  Readsboro,  Vermont, 
January  8,  1842,  and  died  in  Searsburg,  February 
19,  1929.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Searsburg,  West  Brattleboro  Academy,  and  Wilbra- 
ham  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts.  The  first 
years  of  his  business  life  were  spent  in  teaching  school 
in  the  towns  of  Whittingham  and  Woodford.  He  had 
just  reached  his  majority  when  he  enlisted  in  the  17th 
Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a  Corporal  and 
marched  to  the  front  with  the  9th  Army  Corps.  He 
participated  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Petersburg.  In  1 865,  after  nearly  two  years  of  service, 
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BOND 


he  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of 
Sergeant. 

On  his  return  to  Searsburg,  Mr.  Bond  engaged  in 
business  as  a  lumber  merchant  and  a  manufacturer 
of  wooden  ware;  specializing  in  the  manufacture  of 
clothes  pins  and  wash  boards.  He  was  successfully 
engaged  in  this  line  of  industry  when  he  had  the  un¬ 
fortunate  experience  of  losing  his  mill  through  a 
fire.  Undaunted,  he  rebuilt  it  again  and  carried  on  the 
same  undertaking  until  1896,  when  his  mill  was 
destroyed  a  second  time  by  fire,  and  it  was  this  last 
misfortune  which  prompted  him  to  turn  to  a 
different  field.  Consequently,  he  established  an 
engineering  and  surveying  business  which  occupied 
his  business  career  for  many  years,  and  it  was  through 
this  work  that  he  acquired  his  knowledge  of  Penning¬ 
ton  and  Windham  territories,  and  was  often  called 
upon  as  an  authority  to  determine  the  boundary  lines 
in  disputes  of  various  kinds. 

The  public  career  of  Mr.  Bond  is  a  story  in  itself 
and  an  admirable  one.  Generations  of  this  family  since 
the  time  of  the  founder  have  been  found  in  the  lead- 
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ing  places  as  holders  of  different  town  and  county 
offices.  Mr.  Bond  nobly  carried  on  the  record  which 
has  been  established  and  contributed  much  to  the 
welfare  of  his  community.  For  forty-seven  years  he 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Town  Clerk  in 
Searsburg  and  at  different  periods  he  served  in  the 
capacity  of  selectman  and  lister,  and  other  town 
offices.  On  several  occasions  he  was  called  upon  to 
represent  Searsburg  in  the  State  Legislature,  his  first 
term  being  in  1898.  He  was  again  the  representative 
in  1917,  1919.  He  officiated  as  Assistant  Judge  of 
Bennington  County  during  the  biennial  term  begin¬ 
ning  in  1892. 

Mr.  Bond  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  C.  B. 
Lawton  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Wilmington,  and  with  his 
death  passed  the  last  member  of  that  gallant  com¬ 
pany  that  went  bravely  forth  to  defend  the  prin¬ 
ciples  which  they  believed  to  be  the  right  ones. 
Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  was  a  member  of  Social  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 

"He  was  a  man  of  firm  principles  and  untiring 
energy  —  a  hardy  Vermonter  and  a  man  of  generous 
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nature  who  desired  and  worked  for  the  progress  and 

prosperity  of  his  fellowmen  as  heartily  as  for  his 
own.” 

Mr,  Bond  married  in  1865,  Clarissa,  daughter  of 
Wilson  and  Olive  (Stoddard)  Hadley,  of  Dummers- 
ton,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Bond  was  a  descendant  of  Rufus 
Hadley,  who  was  prominent  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
whose  hat  and  picture  are  displayed  in  the  Museum  at 
Bennington,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Bond  was  a  teacher  in 
the  schools  of  Searsburg  and  Dummerston  for  five 
years  previous  to  her  marriage  and  was  a  woman 
of  most  estimable  character.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

1.  Jennie  L.,  born  June  6,  1869,  died  January  27,  1924. 
She  was  a  successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Wilmington  and  Searsburg  for  nine  years  previous 
to  her  marriage  to  William  Biddle.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a  daughter,  Doris,  who  is  a  graduate 
nurse  of  Brattleboro  Memorial  Hospital.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Gordon  R.  Rice  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Gordon  E.  Rice,  born  December  4,  1928. 

2.  Ada  A.,  born  December  10,  1874;  educated  at  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Castleton,  Vermont,  and  for 
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two  years  was  engaged  in  teaching.  Miss  Bond  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Searsburg  where  she 
takes  a  keen  and  active  part  in  the  social  and  civic 
life  of  that  town. 

3.  Carl  W.,  born  December  10,  1879,  married 
Margaret  Estey  Perry,  July  5,  1919.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  many  years  with 
Parker-Young  Company  of  Boston,  and  resides  at 
Red  Bank,  New  Brunswick. 
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Arms:  Azure,  a  lion  rampant  argent,  a  file  of  three  lambeaux 
gules  each  charged  with  as  many  bezants. 

Crest:  On  a  chapeau  gules  turned  up  ermine  a  lion  passant 
argent,  gorged  with  a  file  as  in  the  arms. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 
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THE  COVELL  CROSS 


COVEL 


The  surname  of  Covel  is  of  that  classification 
known  as  "place  names”  and  is  derived  from  Cowal, 
in  England.  Various  spellings  such  as  Cowell,  Co  wall, 
Covill,  Covil,  Covell  and  Covelle  are  found  in  early 
English  records.  On  the  Battle  Abbey  Roll  of  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror  we  find  the  name  De  Covelle. 
Thomas  Covel  was  coroner  and  keeper  of  the  Castle 
of  Lancaster,  England,  and  was  elected  mayor  of  Lan¬ 
caster  six  times.  The  Coveil  Cross  in  that  city,  origi¬ 
nally  erected  in  front  of  the  house  where  the  Judges 
of  Assize  resided  when  on  circuit,  was  dedicated  to 
his  memory.  The  present  Covel  Cross,  which  marks 
the  site  of  an  older  Cross,  was  erected  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  Coronation  of  King  Edward  VII.  The  in¬ 
scription  on  the  side  facing  Church  Street  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  "Erected  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  cross  as  a 
memorial  of  the  Coronation  of  King  Edward  VIL, 
MDCCCCII.” 

The  octagonal  base  supports  shields  bearing  the 
arms  of  the  Covell  family,  the  borough  arms  and  the 
Royal  arms  and  the  names  of  the  Mayor  George  Jack- 
son,  the  Town  Clerk  T.  Cann  Hughes,  M.  A.,  F.  S.  A., 


V  ,i;f 


■f.:.  '¥■' 


^  iiohtfifti'i'.i^fa'  ilffj-'^o  <to  arftcfiiua 


■  .>>f| 


f'4k4t^ 


ffu>il  bsvnob  «  bfliA  “jarfinti  »3^l<|**  ts  nWoml  j 


.  :if 


^  n 


a 


|pV„.  -U^wtO  ,1b  eE  ^ 

^2!  £>riin;|  jifciaiby^O 

iy  |[t,>l  vaddA  sdj  nO  .2b‘i^9i  n?.ibn3,  ; 

j'jfbvo.)  9(  jvj<nfin  sHi  bnil  3W  i<m«^na'>^b  favil  •  ■*■; 

V  '  *"  ’’  ^  ‘  V*  ''  '*^^W3U  '  J.''  '  V^'^* 

^•^\itJ’tv> 

m  ‘>flj  i/i"i({iw?  iu  inoiVni  ' 

J' "  K  •  ■  ■  'f'  '  ■'  •-  ',,  ,  '  ■  ■  ■  ■  ^‘  '■  •'  •„  ft  ^  ■' 

iiih-fbi  i^'*r  ,Jiu?iu  tio  rsfipA 

-  kllir  ^-''*  ''^  .^-  *  «'•■  *  '  ‘‘i  ‘  n~ 


iiJwn  t^iO  i  jvo^)  ’->ffT  .  nocfwrt  e^rt 

.  _ _  _•  t...--..-  ■L\ _  _ 1 


7ii*iorrnitirrio:>  nt  b:it.i*irj  Wa'  moi.'J  iMo  m  }d^^^itOftt 

.  _  *'» 


fl.--* 


>Hi  iftT  .lyy  bic'jvbd  J«)ni}y')o  noiinmnoT)  yrfldoncJtj 

■’  '  "^  '  9a  /  J.  ...  ■t/ 


>j;  iiOTi  i(ftbai5  nsfio  dTia  orb  no 
.  UV  b^fev/bJ  £nf}r  to  fKvbEttoiOvir^'^-3  lo  Uiioimm^  ^ 

rv;..w  '  mmi''  '»'  /n  ■  '■*■“ 


Q 


i<5j4.  j  Jr^ 

■]  f^r-r  'ill'.' 


>*1 


LS-' 


J^. 


'T'  r  *- 


i'l 


M 


4v- 


' «  “  «4I^)  )DDaH 

,  m/i 


'r*v  tVr 


i  r  ■■•'  ♦' 

.  .  ,  rt  v''  ■•  ■  '  '  j-'-t  •  ;^  -IP  r 

abiofrl^  «'totj<|m  OJ^iid  Unogrj'xi  Ofl  l 

i ^  '^'  %i '  ■  *’1,  '  /■ 


I  0 


^^4  K 


4,  A  .2  ."1  ,./^  -i4r«5iriauH  n^uT  xb  ,niwi^ 


COVEL 


the  secretaries,  Colonel  Whalley  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Stocks, 
M.  A.,  and  Messrs.  Paley  and  Austin  (architects). 

Edward  Cowell,  immigrant  ancestor,  was  born 
in  England  in  1620,  and  died  September  12,  1691. 
He  was  a  cordwainer  and  was  in  Boston  in  1645.  Fre¬ 
quent  mention  of  him  is  found  in  early  colonial  rec¬ 
ords  which  prove  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  grantees  and  a  man  of  importance.  He  was 
Captain  of  Horse  during  King  Philip’s  War  and 
in  April,  1675,  nearly  lost  his  life  in  a  fierce  battle 
with  the  Indians  near  Sudbury.  The  following  is 
quoted  from  an  account  of  this  battle: 

Hr  yc  yc  account  in  brief  seems  to 

be  that  the  English  had  no  suspicions  of  the  great 
numbers  of  the  Indians  that  were  gathering 
about  Marlborough  and  Sudbury,  or  of  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  any,  until  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
21st  (April)  when  several  deserted  houses  were 
burned  with  the  evident  purpose  of  drawing  out 
the  garrisons  into  an  ambuscade.  Then  Deacon 
Haines’s  garrison  home  was  attacked  with  fury 
by  large  numbers,  but  was  successfully  defended 
from  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  one  o’clock 
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P.  M.,  when  the  assault  was  abandoned.  Twelve 
volunteers  coming  from  Concord  upon  the  alarm 
to  aid  the  garrison  were  lured  into  the  river 
meadow,  and  all  slain  save  one.  Mr.  Edward 
Cowell,  with  a  body  of  eighteen  mounted  men 
coming  from  Brookfield  by  way  of  Marlborough, 
and  from  a  different  way  than  that  taken  by 
Captain  Wadsworth,  became  sharply  engaged 
with  the  outlying  part  of  the  enemy,  and  lost 
four  men  killed,  one  wounded,  and  had  five  of  his 
horses  disabled.’’ 

Edward  Cowell  married  (first),  Margaret,  sur¬ 
name  unknown.  He  married  (second)  at  Hingham, 
Massachusetts,  June  25,  1668,  Sarah,  born  November 
19,  1644,  daughter  of  Captain  Joshua  and  Ellen 
(Ibrook)  Hobart. 

Joseph  Cowell,  son  of  Edward  and  Margaret 
Cowell,  was  born  in  England,  about  1640  and  like 
his  father,  was  a  cordwainer,  though  one  record  men¬ 
tions  him  as  a  cooper.  Ele  was  admitted  to  the  First 
Church  at  Boston  and  his  will  is  dated  January  4, 
1708.  He  married  (first)  about  1673,  Mary,  born 
July  3,  1641,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  Carter, 
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and  widow,  of  William  Hunter.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  Alice  Palmer. 

Joseph  Covell,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Carter) 
Hunter  Cowell  was  born  in  1673,  and  died  in  Wren- 
tham,  Massachusetts,  March  11,  1761.  In  this  genera¬ 
tion,  the  spelling  of  the  name  is  changed  from  Cowell 
to  Covell  and  later  the  final  "1”  is  dropped,  giving 
the  present  form  Covel.  Joseph  Covell  married 
(first)  May  7,  1701,  Hannah  Pales,  born  October 
28,  1675,  died  October  27,  1737,  daughter  of  Jo¬ 
seph  and  Ann  Pales.  He  married  (second)  Pebruary 
23,  1742-43,  Deborah  Barber  of  Rehoboth. 

Ebenezer  Covel,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
(Pales)  Covell,  was  born  November  7,  1727,  and 
died  August  23,  1805.  His  home  was  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Killingly,  Connecticut,  and  the  Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Martha.  She  died  June  20,  1803. 

Samuel  Covel,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Martha 
Covel,  was  born  January  13,  1752.  He  married 
Judith  Bloss. 

Benjamin  Covel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Judith 
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(Bloss)  Covel,  was  born  in  Killingly,  January  15, 
1775,  and  died  March  15,  1 843.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
ship  carpenter  and  lived  several  years  in  Killingly 
from  where  he  removed  to  Berkley,  Massachusetts. 
Remarried  (first)  Polly  Newell,  and  (second)  Susan 
Tinkham. 

Benjamin  Covel,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Polly 
(Newell)  Covel,  was  born  March  2,  1818,  in  Berk¬ 
ley,  and  died  in  Fall  River,  November  16,  1892.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carpenter  and 
joiner  trade  under  Melville  Borden  of  Fall  River.  He 
was  with  Mr.  Borden  eighteen  months  when  he  de¬ 
cided  to  finish  his  apprenticeship  with  Pierce,  Mason 
&  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1842, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Samuel  Sanford  and 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  erection  of  several  new 
houses.  Mr.  Covel  was  industrious  and  ambitious  and 
soon  engaged  in  the  general  building  and  contracting 
business  in  partnership  with  David  G.  Baker.  This 
venture  proved  successful  and  the  firm  Covel  and 
Baker  soon  rose  to  an  important  position  in  the  build- 
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ing  industry.  For  more  than  forty  years  Mr.  Covel 
was  engaged  in  active  building  operations  in  Fall 
River  where  today  many  beautiful  buildings  stand  as 
silent  testimonials  to  his  skill  and  ability.  One  of  the 
first  structures  erected  by  his  firm  was  the  Pearl 
Street  Church  and  among  others  the  following  may 
be  mentioned:  the  "Richardson  House”,  the  "Wilbur 
House”,  the  "Troy  Building”  and  the  "Durfee 
Block”.  When  the  Old  Colony  Company  extended 
the  railroad  from  Fall  River  to  Newport,  Mr.  Covel 
received  the  contracts  for  building  the  bridges  and 
depots  on  the  line,  as  well  as  a  large  freight  house  at 
Boston. 

Aside  from  his  building  interests  Mr.  Covel  was 
active  in  other  branches  of  industry.  He  was  director 
and  president  of  the  Crescent  Mills,  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  trustee  of  the  Union  Savings  Bank  at  Fall 
River.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Republican,  but  was  in  no 
way  a  politician,  though  he  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  public  office  on  several  occasions  and  always  dis¬ 
charged  his  duties  in  an  efficient  and  satisfactory 
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Mr.  Covel  married,  December  14,  1841,  Angeline 
Baker,  who  was  born  January  3,  1821,  daughter  of 
Halsey  and  Mercy  (Allen)  Baker  of  Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts.  She  died  January  20,  1886,  in  Fall 
River. 

Benjamin  and  Angeline  (Baker)  Covel  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children: 

(1)  Alphonso  S.,  born  November  22,  1842. 

(2)  Benjamin  F.,  born  August  7,  1844. 

(3)  Thomas  Dennis,  of  further  mention. 

(4)  Ina  F.,  born  1860  and  died  when  two  years 
of  age. 

Thomas  Dennis  Covel,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Angeline  (Baker)  Covel,  was  born  June  21,  1850,  in 
Fall  River,  where  he  died  January  3,  1929.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and 
graduated  from  the  Schofield  Commercial  School  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1869.  His  first  employ¬ 
ment  was  in  the  grocery  store  of  his  brother,  Alphon¬ 
so  Smith  Covel,  where  he  worked  as  a  clerk,  after 
which  he  secured  a  position  as  assistant  in  the  office 
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of  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory.  In 
1873,  Mr.  Covel  formed  a  partnership  with  Arnold 
B.  Sanford  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
under  the  firm  name  Sanford  &  Covel.  This  firm  con¬ 
tinued  until  1884,  when  James  E.  Osborn  purchased 
Mr.  Sanford’s  interest  and  the  name  was  changed  to 
Covel  &  Osborn.  In  1898,  the  firm  was  incorporated 
as  the  Covel  &  Osborn  Company,  with  Mr.  Covel  as 
treasurer,  the  position  in  which  he  continued  until 
his  retirement  in  1914.  Mr.  Covel  was  the  dominat¬ 
ing  factor  in  this  enterprise  from  its  beginning  and 
under  his  able  leadership  the  Covel  &  Osborn  Com¬ 
pany  became  an  important  concern  and  the  leader  in 
its  field. 

Mr.  Covel  was  a  splendid  business  man  of  unusual 
ability,  keen  foresight  and  sound  judgment  and  his 
interests  were  many  and  varied.  He  was  president  of 
the  National  Union  Bank  until  it  consolidated  with 
the  Massasoit  National  Bank  and  the  Pocasset  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  forming  the  Massasoit-Pocasset  National 
Bank,  when  he  was  elected  director  and  later  vice 
president,  and  on  June  4,  1928,  when  the  Massasoit- 
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Pocasset  National  Bank  and  the  Metacomet  Bank 
merged  with  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  Trust  Company 
he  retained  his  directorship.  He  was  a  trustee  and 
member  of  the  board  of  investments  of  the  Union 
Savings  Bank,  director  and  member  of  the  securities 
committee  of  the  Troy  Cooperative  Bank,  director 
and  vice  president  of  the  Davis  Mills  and  director  of 
the  Arkwright  Mills. 

Mr.  Covel  was  a  Republican,  and  although  he  did 
not  seek  public  office,  he  was  ever  ready  to  do  any¬ 
thing  for  the  good  of  the  public  welfare. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Covel  was  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason  and  was  a  member  of  King  Philip  Lodge, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Fall  River  Chap¬ 
ter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  Fall  River  Council, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
Godfrey  de  Bouillon  Commandery,  Knights  Templar 
and  the  Aleppo  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  the  death  of  Thomas  Dennis  Covel,  Fall  River 
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lost  one  of  its  outstanding  public  spirited  citizens,  a 
man  of  great  affairs  and  broad  views,  who  through 
his  own  effort  and  industry  rose  to  a  position  of 
prominence  and  influence  in  the  community. 

By  virtue  of  his  ancestry  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Quequechan 
Club  and  the  Rhode  Island  Country  Club. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Covel’s  death: 

From  the  Fall  River  Chapter  of  the  Unitarian 
Laymen’s  League: 

"Whereas,  the  death  of  Thomas  D.  Covel  has 
removed  from  our  midst  one  of  our  oldest  and 
most  faithful  members,  and 

"Whereas,  we  lament  the  loss  of  his  interested 
and  helpful  support  of  our  activities, 

"Now,  therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Fall 
River  Chapter  of  the  Unitarian  Laymen’s  League 
express  its  sense  of  loss  in  Mr.  Covel’s  death  and 
extend  its  sympathy  to  his  widow,  and 
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*'Be  it  further  resolved  that  these  resolutions 
be  spread  upon  the  Chapter  records  and  a  copy 
sent  to  Mrs.  Covel. 

Unitarian  Laymen’s  League 

Everett  W.  Clarke,  Secretary"^ 

From  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Union  Saving 
Bank: 


"It  becomes  our  sad  duty  to  record  the  death 
of  our  colleague  and  co-trustee 

THOMAS  D.  COVEL 

who  died  at  his  home  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  the 
thirtieth  day  of  January,  nineteen  hundred  and  , 
twenty-nine. 

"For  many  years  an  honored  and  valuable 
member  of  this  board,  we  will  miss  his  kindly 
presence  and  sound  advice.  His  service  to  the 
Union  Savings  Bank,  and  it  depositors,  began  on 
May  25th,  1887,  and  his  loyal  support  and  un¬ 
stinted  devotion  continued  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  As  a  trustee  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
Investment,  he  set  an  example  of  service  without 
thought  of  reward,  and  has  left  an  honored  name 
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with  all  those  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  work 
with  him. 

**A  kindly  and  God  fearing  friend  has  been 
taken  from  our  Board  and  this  community,  and 
we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  his  family  in 
their  bereavement.” 

From  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  Trust  Company: 

"THOMAS  D.  COVEL 

"Our  co-director  died  at  his  home  in  Fall 
River,  January  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred 
twenty-nine,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year. 

"He  early  became  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  this  city  of  which  he  was  a  life  long 
resident. 

"For  more  than  forty  years  he  was  associated 
with  the  banking  interests  of  this  city,  first  as  a 
director  of  the  National  Union  Bank  in  1888 
becoming  its  president  in  1896.  Upon  the  con¬ 
solidation  with  the  Massasoit-Pocasset  National 
Bank  in  1903,  he  became  its  vice-president  which 
position  he  held  until  1928  when  the  bank  was 
merged  with  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  which  he  was  elected  a  director. 
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*'A  man  of  sterling  qualities,  faithful  to  duties 
and  a  genial  nature,  we,  his  associates,  cause  this 
expression  of  friendship  and  respect  to  be  spread 
on  our  records. 

B.  M.  C.  Durfee  Trust  Company 

John  S.  Brayton,  President 

Michael  T.  Hudner, 
Chairman  'Executive  Committee?^ 

From  the  Troy  Cooperative  Bank: 

''Mrs.  Thomas  D.  Covel. 

"Dear  Mrs.  Covel: 

"At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of  this 
bank  the  following  testimonial  to  our  late 
associate  director,  Thomas  D.  Covel,  was 
adopted. 

"Thomas  D.  Covel  a  director  of  this  bank 
since  1884  and  a  member  of  its  security  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  past  forty-four  years,  died  at  his 
home  in  this  city,  January  30th,  1929. 

"Although  connected  with  many  activities  of 
the  city  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  success 
of  the  Troy  Co-Operative  Bank  and  his  con- 
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servative  opinions  and  good  judgment  made  him 
a  valued  member  of  the  committee  entrusted 
with  the  investment  of  the  bank’s  funds. 

'*Of  a  retiring  disposition  he  did  not  obtrude 
his  views,  but  if  asked  his  opinion,  it  was  given 
unhesitatingly,  and  without  fear  or  favor. 

'*His  honesty  and  character  won  for  him  the 
respect  of  the  community,  and  his  pleasant 
personality  made  him  many  friends. 

"In  his  passing  from  us  this  bank  has  lost  a 
loyal  member,  and  the  directors  a  trusted  friend. 

"Voted;  That  this  tribute  be  inscribed  on  the 
records  of  this  meeting  and  a  copy  sent  to  his 
family. 

Edward  W.  Bertenshaw, 

Clerk  and  Treasurer/* 

From  the  Directors  of  the  Davis  Mills: 

"At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Davis  Mills  held  Saturday,  February  2,  1929,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"Whereas,  the  directors  of  the  Davis  Mills 
having  learned  with  profound  sorrow  of  the 
death  of  their  honored  associate  Thomas  D.  Covel 
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COVEL 


and  desiring  to  express  their  appreciation  of  his 
life  and  character,  now  be  it 

"Resolved,  that  the  following  memorial  be 
adopted  and  ordered  spread  upon  the  records  of 
the  corporation  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the 
family  of  their  late  associate  director  and  that 
the  same  be  printed  in  the  Fall  River  Herald - 
News. 

"IN  MEMORIAM 

"THOMAS  D.  COVEL,  a  director  of  the 
Davis  Mills  since  the  incorporation  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  1902,  and  Vice  President  since  1910, 
died  at  his  residence  in  Fall  River,  January  30, 
1929.  He  was  born  in  Fall  River,  June  21,  1850, 
and  throughout  his  long  and  useful  career  was  a 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  business  and  social  life 
of  the  community. 

"Educated  in  Fall  River  and  in  Providence, 
R.  L,  he  commenced  business  in  his  native  city 
entering  at  an  early  age  the  office  of  the  Troy 
Cotton  &  Woolen  Manufactory.  Throughout  his 
life  he  was  closely  identified  with  the  textile 
industry  as  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
numerous  corporations.  In  1873  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Arnold  B.  Sanford  under  the 
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firm  name  of  Sanford  &  Covel  to  deal  in  mill 
supplies,  from  which  firm  Mr.  Sanford  withdrew 
in  1884  when  a  similar  partnership  was  formed 
with  James  E.  Osborn.  Under  the  name  of  Covel 
&  Osborn,  later  incorporated  as  the  Covel  & 
Osborn  Company,  this  firm  for  nearly  half  a 
century  held  high  rank  in  the  New  England 
hardware  business. 

"In  addition  to  his  activities  above  recorded 
Mr.  Covel  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  banking  interests  of  Fall  River.  He  was  Presi¬ 
dent  of  The  National  Union  Bank  when  in  1903 
it  was  merged  with  the  Massasoit-Pocasset 
National  Bank;  he  became  Vice  President  of  the 
new  institution,  an  office  which  he  held  until  the 
recent  merger  with  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  Trust 
Company  of  which  he  was  then  elected  a 
Director.  He  was  also,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
a  Trustee  of  the  Union  Savings  Bank,  a  Director 
of  the  Troy  Cooperative  Bank  since  1884,  and 
a  member  of  the  Boards  of  Investment  in  both 
these  institutions. 

"While  Mr.  Covel  was  active  in  the  social  life 
of  the  community,  being  a  member  of  the 
various  Masonic  bodies  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows, 
he  was  chiefly  devoted  to  his  home  in  which 
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COVEL 


nearly  three  years  ago  was  celebrated  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  marriage  to  Betsey  Paine 
Gray. 

"The  service  of  Thomas  D.  Covel  to  this  cor¬ 
poration  since  its  beginning  was  of  the  highest 
order.  A  man  of  great  business  sagacity  he 
brought  to  the  Board  of  Directors  the  benefit  of 
his  wisdom  and  his  experience;  a  man  of  high 
character  he  brought  to  our  deliberations  the 
benefit  of  his  sound  judgment  and  forethought;  a 

man  of  gentle  kindliness  he  will  be  tenderly 
remembered  by  each  director  as  a  friend. 

Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  President, 
Frank  L.  Carpenter,  Treasurer 


For  the  Directors.” 


Thomas  Dennis  Covel  married,  October  31,  1876, 
Betsey  Paine  Gray,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Irene 
(Gardner)  Gray,  of  Fall  River.  {See  Gray  Line.) 
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Arms:  Per  pale  ermine  and  gules,  a  greyhound  courant  be¬ 
tween  two  bars  invected,  in  chief  two  quatrefoils 
and  another  in  base,  all  counterchanged. 

Crest:  A  cockatrice  per  fesse  indented  erminois  and  pean, 
combed  and  wattled  gules,  gorged  with  a  collar 
azure,  and  in  the  beak  a  quatrefoil  slipped  vert. 

Motto:  So  run  that  you  may  obtain. 


(Burke’s:  “General  Armory”) 
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BAKER 


Francis  Baker  of  Great  St.  Albans,  Hertford¬ 
shire,  England,  was  born  in  1611  and  died  in  1696. 
He  came  to  New  England  as  a  passenger  on  the  ship 
"Planter”  in  163  5  and  located  in  Yarmouth,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where,  in  1641,  his  occupation  is  given  as 
that  of  a  cooper.  He  married  Isabel,  daughter  of 
William  Twining.  She  died  May  16,  1706. 

Daniel  Baker,  son  of  Francis  and  Isabel 
(Twining)  Baker,  was  born  September  2,  1650.  He 
married.  May  27,  1674,  Elizabeth  Chase,  daughter 
of  William  Chase. 

Samuel  Baker,  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Chase)  Baker,  was  born  in  1676,  and  married,  July 
30,  1702,  Elizabeth  Berry. 

Shubal  Baker,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Berry)  Baker,  was  born  March  24,  1710,  and  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1733,  Lydia  Stuart. 

Shubal  Baker,  son  of  Shubal  and  Lydia  (Stuart) 
Baker,  was  born  November  11,  1741,  and  married, 
November  15,  1765,  Rebecca  Chase,  born  August 
24,  1747,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Thankful  Chase. 


BAKER 


Halsey  Baker,  son  of  Shubal  and  Rebecca 
(Chase)  Baker,  was  born  February  27,  1789,  and 
married,  November  28,  1811,  Mercy  Allen,  born 
May  25,  1792,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Anna  (Gage) 
Allen. 

Angeline  Baker,  daughter  of  Halsey  and  Mercy 
(Allen)  Baker,  was  born  January  3,  1821,  and  died 
in  Fall  River,  January  20,  1886.  She  married, 
December  14,  1841,  Benjamin  Covel.  (See  Covel 
Line.) 
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Arms:  Barry  of  six  argent  and  azure  a  bend  gules. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 


GRAY 


Edward  Gray,  immigrant  ancestor,  was  born  in 
England  and  came  to  Plymouth  in  1643  with  his 
brother  Thomas.  A  family  tradition  has  it  that  the 
brothers  were  forced  to  board  the  vessel  in  which 
they  made  the  voyage  by  members  of  a  family  who 
coveted  certain  lands  and  properties  to  which  they 
were  the  heirs.  Edward  Gray  was  a  merchant  in 
Plymouth  and  became  a  prominent  and  influential 
man  in  the  community.  He  was  made  a  freeman  May 
29,  1670.  He  served  on  the  grand  jury  in  1671,  and 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  1676-79.  He 
was  a  large  property  owner  in  Plymouth  and  one  of 
seven  who  bought  Pocasset  (Tiverton)  lands  of 
Governor  Josiah  Winslow,  March  5,  1680. 

Edward  Gray  died  in  June,  1681. 

He  married  (first),  January  16,  1651,  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Chilton)  Winslow,  and 
niece  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony.  He  married  (second),  December  12,  1665, 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Lettice.  She 
died  about  1688. 
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Edward  Gray,  son  of  Edward  and  Dorothy 
(Lettice)  Gray,  was  born  January  31,  1667.  He 
settled  in  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  land  October  7,  1696.  His  will,  dated 
December  10,  1722,  and  proved  June  7,  1726,  dis¬ 
posed  of  a  large  amount  of  land  and  cash  among  his 
children.  He  married  (first),  Mary,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Mary  Smith.  He  married  (second),  Mary 
Manchester,  who  died  in  1729. 

Edward  Gray,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Gray,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  January  10,  1693.  He 
married  Rebecca,  surname  unknown. 

Edward  Gray,  son  of  Edward  and  Rebecca  Gray, 
was  born  in  Tiverton,  June  12,  1721.  He  married, 
January  6,  1745,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Philadelphia  Cook.  She  was  born,  November,  1723, 
in  Tiverton. 

Joseph  Gray,  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Cook) 
Gray,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  May  26,  1762,  and 
settled  in  that  part  of  Swansea,  Massachusetts,  which 
is  now  known  as  Somerset.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 


GRAY 


Revolution  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  enlisted  in 
Captain  Thompson’s  Company,  Colonel  Porter’s 
regiment.  On  August  10,  1779,  he  enlisted  in  Major 
Oliver’s  Company,  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
and  was  discharged  May  10,  1780.  He  married  Avis 
Anthony. 

David  Gray,  son  of  Joseph  and  Avis  (Anthony) 
Gray,  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  November  2,  1846. 
He  was  of  Somerset,  Massachusetts,  where  he  took  a 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs  and  represented  his 
town  in  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  in 
1820.  He  married,  August  23,  1823,  Betsey  Paine, 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Bethany  (Bray ton) 
Winslow.  (See  Winslow  Line.) 

David  and  Betsey  (Winslow)  Gray  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children: 

( 1 )  Franklin,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Horace,  born  in  1828  and  died  October  22, 
1845. 

( 3  )  Betsey,  died  young. 
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GRAY 


Franklin  Gray,  son  of  David  and  Betsey  (Paine) 
Winslow  Gray,  was  born  in  Somerset,  May  29,  1824, 
and  died  January  5,  1909.  As  a  youth  he  had  a  great 
longing  for  the  sea  and  after  completing  his  educa¬ 
tional  training  in  the  district  school  he  made  several 
voyages.  In  1849  the  gold  rush  lured  him  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  where  he  remained  two  years  and  then  returned 
to  his  home. 

In  18  53,  Mr.  Gray  removed  to  Fall  River,  where, 
in  partnership  with  Edward  P.  Buffinton,  the  second 
Mayor  of  that  city,  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business. 
The  work,  however,  proved  too  strenuous,  forcing 
him  to  retire  and  make  several  trips  to  the  West 
Indies  in  order  to  regain  his  health.  In  1861,  Mr. 
Gray  was  appointed  Inspector  of  the  Port  of  Fall 
River  by  President  Andrew  Johnson  and  he  held  this 
position  until  1866,  when  he  was  elected  City 
Marshal.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  Collector  of  Revenues  and  continued  in  this 
office  until  1873,  when  he  became  Deputy  Collector 
of  Internal  Revenue,  an  office  which  he  continued  to 
hold  until  the  consolidation  of  the  districts.  From 
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1867  and  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  thereafter, 
Mr.  Gray  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1877,  he  was  chosen  County 
Commissioner,  and  also  served  as  a  member  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Throughout  his  long  and 
useful  life,  Mr.  Gray  was  honored  with  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  He  practically  retired  from 
public  life  in  1895,  but  continued  to  hold  his  office 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  last  commission  for  this 
office  was  issued  by  Governor  William  E.  Russell,  who 
in  executing  it  had  followed  the  example  of  his 
predecessors. 

Mr.  Gray  was  of  the  old  school,  respected  and 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  sterling  qualities 
of  honesty,  absolute  fearlessness  and  fairness  were 
never  questioned  and  during  his  many  years  of  public 
service,  he  performed  his  duty  with  unswerving 
loyalty  to  those  who  had  placed  him  in  office. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  old  Commercial  Club  and 
a  charter  member  of  the  Quequechan  Club. 

Mr.  Gray  married,  November  24,  1845,  Irene 
Gardner,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Almira  (Mason) 
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Gardner.  She  was  born  January  11,  1 8 1 8,  in  Swansea, 
Massachusetts,  and  died  February  21,  1899,  in  Fall 
River,  (^ee  Gardner  Line.') 

% 

Betsey  Paine  Gray,  daughter  of  Franklin  and 
Irene  (Gardner)  Gray,  was  born  in  Somerset, 
December  26,  1854,  and  married,  October  31,  1876, 
Thomas  Dennis  Covel.  (See  Covet  Line.) 
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Arm^i  Or,  on  a  chevron  gules,  between  three  griffins’  heads 
erased  azure,  two  lions,  combatant  argent. 

Crest:  A  Saracen’s  head  full  faced  proper,  erased  at  the  neck 
gules,  wreathed  about  the  temples  of  the  last  and 
azure,  on  his  head  a  cap  or. 

(Burke’s :  “General  Armory”) 
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George  Gardner,  immigrant  ancestor,  was  born 
in  England  in  1601  and  died  in  Kings  Town,  Rhode 
Island,  in  1 679.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  Aquid- 
neck,  Rhode  Island,  September  1,  1638,  and  in  1640 
was  present  at  a  General  Court  of  Election.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  about  1640,  Herodias  (Long)  Wickes. 
He  married  (second)  Lydia,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Susannah  Rolton. 

% 

Samuel  Gardner,  son  of  George  and  Lydia  (Bol¬ 
ton)  Gardner,  died  in  Mattapoisett,  now  South  Swan¬ 
sea,  Massachusetts,  December  8,  1696.  In  1687  he 
removed  from  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  to  Freetown, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  resided  until  1693  when  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Mattapoisett.  He  married,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  Robert  Carr  of  Newport,  and 
widow  of  James  Brown. 

Samuel  Gardner,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Carr-Brown)  Gardner  was  born,  October  28,  1685, 
and  died  February  10,  1773.  He  was  married  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Samuel  Cranston,  December  6,  1707,  to  Han¬ 
nah  Smith,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  Smith.  She 


GARDNER 


was  born  December  20,  1688,  and  died  November 
16,  1768. 

Samuel  Gardner,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Smith)  Gardner  was  born  February  17,  1717.  He 
married,  October  30,  1740,  Content,  daughter  of 
Preserved  and  Content  (Coggeshall)  Bray  ton.  She 
was  born  April  3,  1724. 

Samuel  Gardner,  son  of  Samuel  and  Content 
(Bray ton)  Gardner  was  born  March  5,  1745,  and 
died  September  20,  1822.  He  married,  December  17, 
1767,  Elizabeth  Anthony,  who  died  February  14, 
1816. 

Hezekiah  Gardner,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Anthony)  Gardner,  was  born  April  29,  1792,  and 
died  August  7,  1827.  He  married  Almira  Mason,  who 
died  February  11,  1875. 

Irene  Gardner,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Al¬ 
mira  (Mason)  Gardner,  was  born  in  Swansea,  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  1818,  and  died,  February  21,  1899.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  November  24,  1845,  Franklin  Gray.  (See  Gray 
line, ) 
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Arms:  Argent,  on  a  bend  gules  eight  lozenges  conjoined  or. 

Crest:  A  stump  of  a  tree  with  branches  proper,  encircled 
with  a  strap  and  buckle. 

M0//0;  Decarptus  Floreo. 


(Crozier’s:  "General  Armory”) 
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WINSLOW 


Kenelm  Winslow,  son  of  Edward  and  Magda¬ 
lene  (Oliver)  Winslow,  was  born  in  Droitwitch, 
Worcestershire,  England,  April  29,  1599,  and  died 
in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  September  13,  1672.  He 
came  to  New  England  about  1629,  and  was  admitted 
a  freeman  at  Plymouth,  January  1,  1633,  where  he 
was  a  surveyor,  in  1640.  In  1641,  he  removed  to 
Marshfield,  where  land  had  been  granted  him  March 
5,  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  twenty-six  original  pro¬ 
prietors  of  Assonet,  now  Freetown,  Massachusetts, 
which  was  purchased  from  the  Indians,  April  2,1659. 
From  1642-44  and  again  from  1649-1653,  he  served 
as  representative  to  the  General  Court.  He  married  in 
June,  1634,  Eleanor,  widow  of  John  Adams,  of 
Plymouth.  She  died  in  Marshfield,  where  she  was 
buried  December  5,  1681. 

Lieutenant  Job  Winslow,  son  of  Kenelm  and 
Eleanor  (Adams)  Winslow  was  born  in  Marshfield 
about  1641  and  died,  July  14,  1720,  in  Freetown.  He 
settled  in  Swansea  in  1 666  where  during  King  Philip’s 
War  in  1675,  his  house  was  burned  by  the  Indians. 
He  was  in  Rochester,  Massachusetts,  in  1680,  but  re¬ 
turned  to  Freetown  in  1 686,  where  he  was  town  clerk 
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and  grand  juror  in  1690;  assessor  in  1691-1701-06- 
11  moderator  of  town  meetings  in  1708-11  and 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in 
1692.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  men 
in  church  and  town  affairs  and  held  the  rank  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  militia.  Lieutenant  Job  Winslow  mar¬ 
ried  Ruth  Cole. 

Dr.  Richard  Winslow,  son  of  Lieutenant  Job 
and  Ruth  (Cole)  Winslow,  was  born  in  Swansea, 
March  6,  1680,  and  settled  in  Freetown,  where  he 
was  a  prominent  physician.  He  died  between  August 
7,  1727,  and  April  16,  1728.  He  married  Harriet, 
surname  unknown. 

Captain  Hezekiah  Winslow,  son  of  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Harriet  Winslow,  was  born  in  Freetown,  De¬ 
cember  9,  1713,  and  died  in  Dartmouth,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  married.  May  30,  1737,  Elizabeth  Paine, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susanna  (Haskell)  Paine 
of  Freetown.  She  was  born  June  15,  1714,  and  died 
in  1794. 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Winslow,  son  of  Captain  Heze¬ 
kiah  and  Elizabeth  (Paine)  Winslow,  was  born  in 


WINSLOW 


that  part  of  Swansea,  now  known  as  Somerset,  Au¬ 
gust  28,  1742.  He  married  (first)  February  27, 
1766,  Elizabeth  Eddy,  born  October  25,  1745, 
daughter  of  Constant  and  Mary  (Winslow)  Eddy  of 
Swansea.  He  married  (second)  (published  June  24, 
1798)  Catherine  Gardner  of  Warren,  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  John  Winslow,  son  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  and 
Elizabeth  (Eddy)  Winslow,  was  born  November  28, 
1766,  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Somerset.  He 
married  (first)  September  30,  1790,  Bethany,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  Bray  ton.  He  married  (second)  Febru¬ 
ary  17,  1803,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Brayton. 

Betsey  Paine  Winslow,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
John  and  Bethany  (Brayton)  Winslow,  was  born  in 
Somerset,  March  21,  1795,  and  died  May  25,  1842. 
She  married,  August  23,  1823,  David  Gray.  {See 
Gray  line. ) 
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There  is  always  something  to  be  learned  from  the 
record  of  such  a  man  as  Charles  F.  Cuno,  the  public 
spirited  and  successful  citizen  of  Meriden,  Connecti^ 
cut.  In  such  a  record  can  be  seen  the  intelligently 
directed  effort  and  the  proper  application  of  talents 
endowed  by  nature  that  lead  to  success.  Charles  F. 
Cuno  was  born  February  3,  1863,  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
son  of  Charles  and  Ernestina  Cuno,  and  died  March 
14,  1923,  at  Miami,  Florida.  He  had  been  spending  a 
few  weeks  in  the  latter  city  to  escape  the  cold  March 
winds  in  the  north. 

He  attended  the  schools  in  Berlin  until  eleven 
years  of  age,  when  his  father  died,  and  the  next  few 
years  were  spent  in  a  children’s  home,  known  as  the 
“Louisenstift.”  There  he  received  the  benefits  of  this 
institution  and  continued  his  education  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  trade  of  machinist.  While  serving  his  apprentice¬ 
ship,  he  further  supplemented  his  education  by  attend¬ 
ing  a  polytechnic  school  in  Berlin.  For  the  next  two 
years,  he  worked  in  a  physics  laboratory  making  ex¬ 
periments. 


\ 

\ 


A 

w 


i 


CUNO 


In  1883,  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin.  His  education  and  experience 
fitted  him  for  a  responsible  position,  but  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  secure  work  at  once  and  Mr.  Cuno  displayed 
the  good  sense,  which  was  characteristic  of  his  whole 
career,  and  accepted  the  work  that  was  offered.  He 
secured  employment  and  was  paid  a  dollar  per  day 
for  his  labor,  but  soon  found  a  better  position  and  by 
his  industry  and  thrift,  saved  enough  money  to  buy  a 
small  machine  shop,  where  he  continued  to  carry  on  his 
experiments.  At  this  time  Mr.  Cuno  began  to  take  an 
interest  in  electrical  engineering.  This  interest  led  to 
his  appointment  in  1887,  as  superintendent  of  the 
Railway  Company  at  Wauwatosa,  Wisconsin.  Under 
his  direction  the  electrical  railroad  from  that  point  to 
Milwaukee  was  built,  and  after  three  and  one-half 
years,  Mr.  Cuno  became  General  Manager  of  the 
Electric  Light  Plant  and  Water-works  at  Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  the  next  ten  years. 

During  this  time  a  new  and  up-to-date  water  sys¬ 
tem  was  installed  by  Mr.  Cuno.  The  field  of  electrical 
construction  claimed  his  attention  next  and  in  this 
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connection  Mr.  Cuno  built  a  large  number  of  lighting 
plants  for  such  firms  as  Montgomery,  Ward  &  Com¬ 
pany;  Henry  Shufeldt;  E.C.  Simmons;  George  Bullen; 
and  L.  C.  Merick.  One  of  the  more  important  plants 
constructed  by  Mr.  Cuno  was  that  of  the  Oconomowoc 
Sanitarium.  The  grounds  of  this  institution  cover 
eighty  acres. 

The  coming  of  Mr.  Cuno  to  the  city  of  Meriden, 
Connecticut,  in  1906,  was  indirectly  due  to  one  of  his 
inventions  which  had  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
Connecticut  Telephone  &  Electric  Company.  This 
company  offered  Mr.  Cuno  a  position  as  electrical' 
engineer  and  designer,  which  he  accepted  and  held  until 
1913.  In  this  year,  in  partnership  with  his  son,  Charles 
H.  Cuno  (who  had  graduated  from  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity  the  previous  year),  the  Cuno  Engineering  Cor¬ 
poration  was  organized  to  manufacture  several  auto¬ 
mobile  accessories,  which  the  senior  Mr.  Cuno  had 
invented. 

The  first  three  years  of  the  firm’s  existence  were 
discouraging  enough  to  cause  most  men  to  discontinue, 
but  not  Mr.  Cuno  and  his  son.  They  began  in  a  small 
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corner  of  one  floor  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Building,  with 
twenty  by  thirty  feet  of  floor  space.  As  the  business  in¬ 
creased  and  expansion  warranted  it,  more  space  was 
taken  until  today,  the  business  occupies  four  entire 
floors  of  the  building.  It  was  not  an  easy  matter  to 
build  the  business  to  its  present  standard  as  one  of 
Connecticut’s  leading  industries,  but  diligence  and 
worth  have  had  their  reward.  Practically  all  the 
leading  automobile  manufacturers  use  the  devices  man¬ 
ufactured  by  the  Cuno  Engineering  Corporation, 
among  which  are:  dash  lights,  tonneau  lights,  timers  for 
gas  engines  and  cigar  lighters. 

Soon  after  locating  in  Milwaukee,  Mr.  Cuno 
became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  has  been  a 
respected  man  in  his  community  throughout  the  years. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  he  has  been  in 
no  sense  of  the  word  a  politician. 
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VIEW  FROM  CAMP  CUNO 
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To  the  youth  of  today  and  for  many  years  to  pass 
the  name  of  Charles  F.  Cuno  will  be  held  in  loving 
memory  through  his  charitable  act  in  presenting  to 
the  Boy’s  Club  of  Meriden,  a  summer  camp  for  poor 
boys.  This  idea  took  birth  in  his  brain  some  years 
before  his  death,  but  unfortunately  he  died  before  its 
fulfillment. 

The  assistance  which  the  institution  in  Berlin  had 
given  to  him  as  a  boy  was  very  dominant  in  his  mind 
and  was  never  forgotten.  He  always  maintained  that 
if  ever  he  was  in  a  position  to  do  so,  he  would  do  some- 
thing  for  the  under-privileged  boys.  To  this  end,  he 
equipped  and  endowed  a  summer  camp  in  the  town  of 
Warren,  Connecticut,  for  the  poor  boys  of  Meriden. 
A  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  surrounds  Warren 
lake,  and  this  gift  Mr.  Cuno  endowed  with  $50,000, 
the  income  from  which  will  maintain  the  camp.  This 
was  a  very  wonderful  gift  to  the  poor  young  boys  of 
Meriden.  Mr.  Cuno  realized  that  the  physical  and 
mental  training  of  young  boys  is  a  vital  question  today 
and  each  step  which  alleviates  this  problem  and  helps 
the  boy  to  build  up  physical  health  and  morale  is  a  long 
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step  toward  better  citizenship.  The  camp  at  Warren 

\ 

is  named  Camp  Cuno  in  honor  of  its  benefactor,  and  is 
situated  most  ideally  in  the  midst  of  the  Litchfield 
Hills.  There  fresh  air  and  sunshine,  combined  with 
the  proper  wholesome  food  all  help  to  give  the  poor 
boy  a  chance.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Cuno,  an  active 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  camp  has  been  maintained 
by  Mrs.  Cuno  and  her  son.  Further  additions  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  all  tending  to  enhance 
the  benefits  of  the  camp.  In  1925,  a  recreation  hall 
was  built  and  in  1927  four  new  dormitories  were  erected. 

Mr.  Cuno  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
directors  of  the  Meriden’s  Boy’s  Club,  in  reply  to  his 
generous  offer. 


Meriden,  Conn.,  July  11,  1922. 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Cuno 
Meriden,  Conn. 

Dear  Sir: 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Meriden 
Boy’s  Club,  held  at  the  club  on  July  10,  1922,  your  offer 
dated  June  30,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  site,  equips 
ment  and  endowment  of  summer  camp  for  boys,  by  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Meriden  Boy’s  Club  was  read 
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and  considered.  The  following  resolution  was  unani¬ 
mously  adopted: 

“Resolved:  That  the  directors  of  the  Meriden 
Boy’s  Club,  appreciating  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Charles 
Cuno  as  displayed  by  his  most  generous  offer,  and 
recognizing  also  the  responsibility  they  assume  in  under¬ 
taking  the  administration  of  the  trust  do  accept  the 
proposition  as  he  has  outlined  it;  and  do  hereby  cove¬ 
nant  and  agree  for  themselves  and  their  successors 
to  conduct  this  camp  and  administer  its  endowment  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment  and  ability. 

That  we  express  to  Mr.  Cuno  our  admiration  for 
and  understanding  of  the  spirit  that  has  prompted 
this  wonderful  expression  of  interest  in  the  Boy’s  Club 
boys. 

That  the  president  be  requested  to  immediately 
appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  suitable  sites,  to 
report  to  the  board  and  through  them  to  Mr.  Cuno  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Yours  very  truly. 

The  Meriden  Boy’s  Club, 

Roger  Squire,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Cuno  did  not  forget  the  institution  in  Berlin 
when  good  fortune  came  to  him.  In  1922  he  sent  a  gift 
of  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  trustees  and  learned  that 


CUNO 


the  war  had  wrought  such  changes,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  his  timely  gift,  the  home  would  have  been 
closed. 

This  home  was  founded  by  Queen  Louise  and 
named  “Louisenstift.”  For  many  years  it  has  done  a 
wonderful  work  among  the  orphan  and  other  neglected 
children  of  Berlin.  It  would  indeed  have  been  a  pity 
had  the  authorities  been  forced  to  close  its  doors  and 
discontinue  its  work  of  mercy.  With  the  kindness  of 
heart  which  characterized  Mr.  Cuno,  he  further  en¬ 
dowed  this  institution  with  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
its  future  is  assured. 
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Mr.  Cuno  was  the  only  honorary  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Meriden,  and  this  resolution  was  passed 
on  his  death: 

“Whereas:  The  Supreme  Being  has  called  from 
life’s  activities  and  associations  our  esteemed  honorary 
member,  Charles  F.  Cuno,  and 

“Whereas:  In  his  passing  the  city  of  Meriden  has 
lost  a  conscientious  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Meriden,  one  whose  conception  of 
service  to  humanity  has  been  an  inspiration  to  us  all,  be  it 

“Resolved:  That  we  make  known  our  appreciation 
of  the  noble  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  possessed  by  our 
late  member  whose  benefactions  toward  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  character  and  sturdy  citizenship  have  builded 
for  himself  in  the  hearts  of  the  community  a  more 
enduring  monument  than  can  be  erected  by  human 
hands,  and  leaving  with  his  former  associates  in  this 
club,  the  knowledge  of  a  deed  that  shall  ever  be  cher¬ 
ished  in  our  hearts  as  one  of  our  most  treasured  examples 
of  service  to  others,  and  therefore,  let  it  be  further 

“Resolved:  That  we  spread  upon  the  records 
these  resolutions  as  a  mark  of  our  love  and  esteem,  and 
as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  splendid  character 
and  accomplishments,  forwarding  a  copy  to  the  family 
of  our  deceased  member  and  friend.” 
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Mr.  Cuno  married,  November  10,  1882,  in  Mil^ 
waukee,  Amelia  Schimelpfennig,  daughter  of  John 
and  Minnie  (Hecker)  Schimelpfennig,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Charles  Herman,  born  February 
12,  1888.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  Cuno  Engin¬ 
eering  Corporation  since  its  organization  and  since  his 
father’s  death  has  taken  over  these  interests.  He 
married  June  28,  1916,  Mildred  Wood,  of  Meriden. 

Charles  F.  Cuno  attended  the  Meriden  Immanuel 
Lutheran  Church,  and  was  active,  in  his  unostenta¬ 
tious  manner,  in  its  charitable  works.  His  death  re¬ 
moved  one  of  Meriden’s  worthiest  citizens. 


t 


% 


( 


i  I  ■; 


>5; 


Arms:  Azure,  three  quatrefoils  chevron  wise,  between 
as  many  doves  or. 

Crest:  The  trunk  of  a  tree  eradicated  fess  wise  and  sprout^ 
ing  to  the  dexter,  proper,  surmounted  by  a  dove 
volant,  holding  in  the  beak  a  sprig  of  olive  proper  and 
gorged  with  a  collar  gemel  or. 
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The  high  standard  of  excellence  in  harbor  condi-- 
tions  maintained  by  the  port  of  New  Haven,  Connect 
ticut,  carries  with  it  the  name  of  Edgar  S.  Dowe,  who, 
as  president  of  the  New  Haven  Towing  Company,  and 
as  Harbor  Master  and  Inspector,  was  connected  in 
an  official  manner  with  the  port  from  1879  to  the  date 
of  his  death.  Mr.  Dowe  was  born  at  Roanoke  Island, 
North  Carolina,  December  12,  1858,  and  died  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  February  7,  1912. 

The  Dowe  family  had  been  prominent  in  Roanoke 
Island  for  several  generations,  and  at  one  time  were 
the  owners  of  a  large  estate.  William  Dowe,  the  grand" 
father  of  Edgar  S.  Dowe,  lived  there  during  his  entire 
life-time  and  carried  on  the  cultivation  of  plantations 
on  a  large  scale.  In  common  with  all  the  southern 
gentlemen  of  the  pre-war  period,  he  owned  many 
slaves,  and  it  is  a  tribute  to  his  character  and  principles 
that  these  slaves  all  returned  to  him  of  their  own 
accord,  subsequent  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipa¬ 
tion. 


Walter  Dowe,  son  of  William  Dowe,  was  born  at 
Roanoke  Island,  and  after  completing  his  education 
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went  to  sea.  Eventually  he  was  Captain  of  a  vessel 
plying  a  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  and  he  continued 
to  follow  this  occupation  until  the  Civil  War.  When 
peace  was  restored,  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and 
after  his  father’s  death  inherited  the  property.  The 
management  and  developing  of  the  estate  occupied  his 
remaining  years,  and  he  did  not  return  again  to  the  sea¬ 
faring  life.  Walter  Dowe  married  Margaret  Meekins, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
(1)  Blanche,  (Mrs.  William  Forbes).  (2)  Edgar  S., 
of  extended  mention.  (3)  Thomas  A. 
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Edgar  S.  Do  we  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of 
his  life  on  the  home  plantation.  He  had  the  benefit 
of  a  broad  education,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
the  trade  of  his  father  had  some  influence  on  the  work 
in  which  Mr.  Dowe  engaged  soon  after  his  removal  to 
New  Haven  in  the  year  1879. 

Within  a  few  weeks,  he  secured  employment  with 
the  New  Haven  Towing  Company,  and  in  a  short  time 
purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  business.  He  became 
president  of  the  company  and  continued  to  ably  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  this  office  until  his  death.  Under 
his  direction,  the  scope  of  the  business  was  enlarged  and 
prosperity  crowned  his  efforts.  Not  content  with  the 
ordinary  routine  of  work,  Mr.  Dowe  gave  his  time  to 
the  study  of  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  conditions 
from  a  general  standpoint.  The  work  which  he  did 
along  these  lines  was  of  great  value  and  throughout  his 
long  term  of  active  years,  the  interest  of  Mr.  Dowe 
never  slackened.  He  was  Master  of  the  Harbor,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Dowe  was  a  Democrat  in  political  belief,  and 
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on  more  than  one  occasion  served  the  interests  of  that 
party  and  of  his  constituents.  During  this  term  of 
office  as  Inspector  of  the  Harbor,  many  changes  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  harbor  men  were  brought  about. 
In  other  activities  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  Mr.  Dowe 
took  an  active  part.  He  was  elected  to  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  in  1890  and  continued  in  this  office 
for  a  period  of  eight  years.  He  also  served  as  alderman 
and  was  the  Aldermanic  member  of  the  Board  of 
Finance.  This  appointment  was  an  honor  in  itself,  as 
the  office  is  one  of  the  most  responsible  and  important 
in  the  city  government. 

Mr.  Dowe  was  a  man  of  indefatigable  industry, 
and  never  left  a  task  half  completed.  He  was  promi^ 
nently  identified  with  several  civic  organizations,  among 
them  being:  the  American  Economic  Association;  the 
New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  New  Haven 
Publicity  Club.  His  fraternal  connections  were  mainly 
with  the  Masonic  body.  He  was  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  a  member  of  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of  Franklin  Chapter, 
No.  2,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  of  Harmony  Council, 
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No.  8,  Royal  and  Select  Masons  and  of  New  Haven 
Commandery  No.  2,  Knight  Templar. 

In  the  Scottish  Rite,  he  affiliated  with  E.  G.  Storer 
Lodge  of  Perfection;  Elm  City  Council,  Princes  of 
Jerusalem;  New  Haven  Chapter,  Rose  Croix;  Lafay^ 
ette  Consistory,  Sovereign  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret, 
the  latter  of  Bridgeport.  He  was  a  Noble  of  Pyramid 
•  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Bridgeport. 


lii  inl  ^ 


Arms:'  Argent,  a  pelican  in  her  piety,  in  her  nest  sable. 

<  • 

Crest:  A  tower  argent,  port  sable. 

Motto:  Propris  vos  sanguine  pasco.  ' 
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Mr.  Do  we  married,  June  29,  1881,  at  New  Britain 
Connecticut,  Edith  Augusta  Church,  of  East  Haven, 
Connecticut,  daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and  Eliza  (Hill) 
Church.  Daniel  M.  Church  was  widely  known  through-' 
out  the  state  as  a  builder  of  steeples,  having  erected  as 
many  as  fourteen  in  various  sections. 
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The  success  of  John  Milton  Greist,  president, 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Greist  Manu" 
factoring  Gompany  of  Westville,  Connecticut,  was  not 
the  result  of  accident,  but  was  attained  through  his 
constant  effort  and  by  the  continued  application  of 
thrift.  It  was  to  his  own  foresight  and  ability  that  he 
owed  all  he  had,  and  so  he  deserves,  in  its  best  sense, 
the  term,  “self-^made”  man.  He  began  with  scarcely 
anything  and  developed,  not  only  in  the  matter  of 
wealth,  but  also  along  the  lines  of  culture  and  edu" 
cation. 

Mr.  Greist  was  born  May  9,  1850,  in  Crawfords- 
ville,  Indiana,  and  died  February  23,  1906,  at  West¬ 
ville,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  W.  and 
Ruthanna  Greist,  his  father  being  a  descendant  of 
those  worthy  Quakers  who  settled  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  Joseph  W.  Greist  was  among  those 
who  journeyed  westward  in  the  early  days  of  that 
part  of  the  country’s  settlement,  and  later  continued 
on  to  California  and  the  gold  fields,  where  he  died  in 
1859. 

The  education  of  John  M.  Greist  was  obtained  in 
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the  district  schools  of  Indiana,  and  from  that  time  on 
throughout  his  life,  he  devoted  many  hours  to  careful 
reading  and  self  education.  His  memory  was  a  re^ 
tentive  one,  he  was  a  keen  observer  of  men  and  things, 
and  it  was  a  delight  to  converse  with  him  and  glean, 
from  his  storehouse  of  knowledge,  information  on  a 
variety  of  subjects.  His  first  business  experience  was 
during  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  travelled 
through  the  state  of  Indiana,  as  a  sewing  machine 
salesman.  This  work,  which  brought  him  into  the 
homes  of  the  people  in  and  about  Plainfield,  was  also 
instrumental  in  deciding  his  future  career.  His  natur¬ 
ally  inventive  mind  noted  the  many  points  about  the 
sewing  machine  which  could  be  improved  so  that  it 
would  be  more  useful  to  the  housewife.  Within  five 
years  he  had  leased  a  small  shop  and  had  engaged  in 
business  to  manufacture  certain  attachments  for  use 
on  the  sewing  machine. 

This  was  in  the  town  of  Delevan;  later  he  removed 
to  Chicago  and  there,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  M. 
Creist  &  Company,  continued  to  manufacture  these 
attachments.  He  also  carried  a  line  of  sewing  machine 
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supplies.  His  mind  was  continually  active,  thinking 
about  new  ideas  and  inventions,  and  his  success  was 
beginning  to  be  assured. 

His  knowledge  and  ability  were  not  confined  to 
the  sewing  machine  line,  and  he  was  the  originator  of 
a  means  of  duplicating  or  multiplying  pen-written 
manuscripts,  letters  and  drawings,  in  such  a  way  that 
large  numbers  could  be  produced  quickly  and  econom¬ 
ically.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  successfully 
defended  this  invention  in  a  suit  against  Thomas  A. 
Edison. 

The  demand  by  the  manufacturers  for  the  attach¬ 
ments  and  improvements  became  so  great  that  he 
decided  to  discontinue  the  supply  line  and  devote  his 
entire  time  to  manufacturing.  In  the  year,  1883,  Mr. 
Greist  patented  several  important  improvements, 
among  them  being:  sewing  machine  rufflers,  tuckers 
and  hemmers,  and  these  patents  were  sold  to  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Company.  During  the  succeeding 
three  years  he  was  occupied  in  perfecting  a  button  hole 
attachment  and  was  successful  in  disposing  of  this  to 
the  same  firm.  In  1886  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
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Company  made  Mr.  Greist  a  very  attractive  offer, 
which  was  accepted,  and  for  the  next  three  years  he 
was  in  full  charge  of  the  attachment  department  of 
this  company.  But  he  much  preferred  to  work  inde^ 
pendently  and  in  1889  came  to  New  Haven,  Connecti^ 
cut,  where  he  organized  the  J.  M.  Greist  &  Company, 
now  The  Greist  Manufacturing  Company. 

After  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Westville,  Com 
necticut,  and  there  in  one  room  in  an  old  building  laid 
the  foundation  for  a  business  which  was  to  grow  and 
prosper  in  a  manner  almost  unbelievable.  He  had 
patented  more  than  one  hundred  types  of  attach.- 
ments  and  the  patents  were  well  protected.  Practically 
every  sewing  machine  manufacturer  in  America  and 
Europe  had  to  purchase  from  The  Greist  Manufacturing 
Company. 

Mr.  Greist  not  only  brought  benefit  to  himself 
and  his  family,  but  he  brought  prosperity,  growth  and 
happiness  to  a  small  town.  He  was  a  kind  and  just 
employer  and  his  factory  brought  more  than  one 
thousand  new  families  to  Westville. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Greist’s  death,  the  Rev.  Orrin 
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W.  Snodgrass,  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  spoke  as  follows:  * 

‘‘Mr.  Greist  was  a  comparatively  new  man  in 
Westville.  The  boys  and  young  men  of  this  village  can 
remember  when  he  came  here  and  commenced  business 
in  a  small  one  room  building  with  about  a  half  a  dozen 
employees.  His  rapid  rise  from  comparative  poverty 
has  gone  right  on  here  before  your  eyes.  It  seems  almost 
incredible,  but  there  is  the  big  factory  with  its  hundreds 
of  hands.  There  is  the  great  villa  on  the  hill  where 
he  lived  and  died.  Here  is  Westville  with  at  least  one 
thousand  more  inhabitants  than  it  would  have  had 
but  for  the  work  of  John  M.  Greist  during  the  past 
ten  years.  .  .  .  The  great  thing  about  our  departed 
friend  is  not  that  he  won  the  game  we  all  play  for 
wealth,  power,  fame  and  whatever  goes  to  make  up 
success,  but  the  fact  that  he  won  by  fair  play.  It  is 
not  that  he  got  rich,  but  that  he  stayed  righteous.  It 
is  the  fact  that  in  all  his  buying  and  selling,  he  never 
sold  his  soul;  that  with  all  his  building  and  improving, 
he  was  building  a  noble  character  and  improving  oppor-* 
tunity.  .  .  .  No  one  in  the  world  will  know  all  the 
little  acts  of  kindness  that  marked  almost  every  day 
of  his  busy  life.  .  .  .  We  believe  and  rejoice  in  the 
belief  that  John  M.  Greist  was  prepared  for  every 
emergency,  whether  of  life  or  death.” 
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Mr.  Greist  was  a  great  nature  lover,  and,  in  1901, 
built  the  beautiful  estate,  “Marvelwood,”  which  has 
since  been  acquired  by  Yale  University.  He  purchased 
additional  land  until  he  owned  a  tract  of  seven  hundred 
acres,  on  which  there  were  no  public  roads,  fences  or 
houses  to  mar  the  outlook.  In  this  particular,  “Marveh 
wood”  has  no  parallel  east  of  the  Plains  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi. 

The  place  was  well  adapted  to  primitive  forest 
conditions.  It  was  all  natural,  “every  rock,  tree  and 
stream  remained  as  it  was  placed  by  the  Great  Archi¬ 
tect  of  the  Universe.”  Part  of  the  land,  particularly 
that  upon  which  the  house  stood,  was  originally  a  part 
of  the  estate  of  “Edgewood,”  the  home  of  Donald  G. 
Mitchell  (Ik  Marvel),  and  the  hemlocks  bordering  the 
lawn  were  set  by  his  hand.  Nature  lovers  from  all 
over  the  country  were  wont  to  wander  through  the 
grounds.  Mr.  Greist  made  the  public  welcome,  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  gather  the  wild  flowers  and  to  enjoy 
the  beauties  of  the  estate,  but  the  game  was  not  to 
be  molested.  Seven  miles  of  fence  enclosed  the  grounds 
and  forty  men  were  constantly  employed  to  keep  the 
place  in  satisfactory  condition. 
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Mr.  Greist  was  keenly  interested  in  all  out-door 
sports  and  was  one  of  the  staunch  supporters  of  the 
Edgewood  baseball  club,  which  became  widely  known 
throughout  the  state.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Repub' 
lican  party  and  was  always  anxious  and  willing  to  do 
his  share  of  public  work.  He  was  vice-president  of  the 
Union  League  Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Colony  Club 
of  New  Haven.  His  church  affiliation  was  with  the 
United  Church  (Congregational)  on  the  Green  of  New 
Haven. 
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John  Milton  Greist  married  (first),  May  23,  1870, 
Sarah  Edwina  Murdock,  bom  July  10,  1850,  at  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Indiana,  and  died  August  14,  1897. 

Children:  (I.)  Percy  Raymond  Greist,  born 
August  28,  1871,  in  Gmndy  County,  Iowa.  Educated 
at  Earlham  College,  Indiana.  Married  (first),  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1891,  Mae  Sayles  Ford,  bom  July  21,  1872, 
died  May  3,  1901,  daughter  of  Thomas  R.  and  Addie 
Ford,  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Children:  (1.)  Madeline 
Mae,  born  June  6,  1892,  in  New  Haven.  Married, 
October  25,  1912,  Edgar  Hollway  Dowson,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1888,  in  England,  son  of  Ralph  and  Ellen  Dow¬ 
son.  (2.)  Edwina  Murdock,  bom  September  2,  1898, 
in  New  Haven.  Married,  September  25,  1920,  Emmer- 
ick  Brewster  Crawford,  born  October  18,  1898,  son  of 
Ronald,  bom  March  15,  1861,  at  Mohegan  Lake, 
Westchester  County,  New  York,  died  April  16,  1920; 
and  Cora  Mayo  Crawford,  born  January  27,  1866,  in 
Syracuse,  New  York.  (3.)  Percy  Raymond,  Jr., 
bom  May  13,  1900,  in  New  Haven.  Married,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1923,  Adele  Thomas  Hoose,  born  June  12, 
1900,  daughter  of  Fred  W.,  born  April  5,  1868,  at 
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Staten  Island,  died  January  1,  1923,  in  New  Haven; 
and  Emma  Thomas  Hoose,  born  May  18,  1870,  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  died  May  17,  1920,  in  New 
Haven. 

Percy  Raymond  Greist  married  (second),  August 
23,  1902,  Elinor  Mary  Justison,  born  November  10, 
1877,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Robert,  born  May  10,  1835,  in  New  York  City,  died 
December  24,  1896,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York;  and 
Anne  S.  de  Bussy  Justison,  born  October  13,  1850,  in 
New  Haven,  died  July  4,  1926,  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 
Children:  (1.)  John  Milton,  born  July  6,  1904,  in 
New  Haven.  (2.)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  January  12, 
1911,  in  New  Haven.  (3.)  Elinor,  born  May  19,  1912, 
in  New  Haven. 

II.  Hubert  Milton  Greist,  born  October  25, 
1883,  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Educated  at  Westville, 
Connecticut,  Grammar  School,  Hillhouse  High  School, 
New  Haven,  and  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale 
University,  1905.  Married,  October  15,  1906,  Susan 
Edwina  Kirby,  born  May  9,  1885,  in  New  Haven, 
daughter  of  Samuel  H.,  born  September  21,  1843,  in 
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New  Haven;  and  Susan  Adolphine  Armstrong  Kirby, 
born  December  28,  1849,  in  New  Haven.  Children: 
(1.)  Suzanne  Edwina,  born  August  17,  1907,  in  New 
Haven.  (2.)  Hubert  Milton,  Jr.,  born  February  4, 

1911,  in  New  Haven.  (3.)  Ruth  Kirby,  born  June 
9,  1914,  in  New  Haven.  (4.)  Elizabeth  Murdock, 
born  August  22,  1916,  in  New  Haven.  (5.)  Jane 
Marie,  born  July  9,  1921,  in  New  Haven. 

III.  Charlotte  Ruth  anna  Creist,  born  July 
17,  1879,  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Educated  at  University 
of  Michigan  and  in  Paris,  France.  Married,  June  8, 

1912,  Roy  Wilkerson  Hanna,  born  August  2,  1882,  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  son  of  Leroy,  born  in  1846,  in  Creen 
County,  Pennsylvania;  and  Emma  Wilkerson  Hanna, 
born  July  24,  1847,  in  Metamora,  Illinois.  Roy  Wilker¬ 
son  Hanna  was  educated  at  Eureka  College,  Illinois, 
1896-1900,  and  Yale  Law  School,  1915-18.  Children: 
(1.)  Roy  Wilkerson,  Jr.,  born  March  4,  1913,  in 
Kaiserslautern,  Bavaria.  (2.)  John  Creist,  born 
August  3,  1914,  in  Kaiserslautern,  Bavaria.  (3.)  Ian 
Murdock,  born  November  4,  1919,  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 
(4.)  Charlotte  Edith,  born  November  22,  1921,  in 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 
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John  Milton  Greist  married  (second),  October  10, 
1899,  Mary  Fife  Woods,  born  October  10,  1852,  in 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  daughter  of  James  Kelly,  born 
December  3,  1816,  near  Belfountain,  Ohio;  and  Sarah 
Hartman  Woods,  born  October  8,  1827,  in  Wayne 
County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Greist  is  now  the  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Greist  Manufacturing 
Company  and  is  carrying  on  in  a  most  able  manner 
the  business  founded  by  her  husband.  Subsequent  to 
his  passing  there  occurred  a  lull,  a  sort  of  depression  as 
though  the  hand  of  the  master  was  missed  and  felt. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  Mrs.  Greist  stepped  to  the  helm 
and  in  a  manner  worthy  of  him  whose  place  she  was 
taking,  successfully  brought  the  business  back  to  its 
normal  trend.  As  its  present  acting  head  and  director 
she  has  brought  forth  the  admiration  and  commenda^ 
tion  of  her  fellow  citizens  and  associates  in  business. 


• 


Arms:  Argent,  a  maunch  sable. 

Crest:  A  bull’s  head  erased  sable,  gorged  with  a  ducal 

coronet,  armed  or. 


(Matthew’s:  “American  Armoury  and  Blue  Book”) 
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The  surname  of  Hastings  is  of  Danish  origin  and 
record  of  it  is  found  as  early  as  911,  before  the 
Normans  were  settled  in  Gaul.  In  the  earlier  records, 
the  name  is  frequently  written  without  the  final  "s”. 

John  Hastings,  immigrant  ancestor,  was  born  in 
England  in  1605  and  died  in  Watertown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1685.  He  came  to  New  England  on  the 
ship  "Elizabeth’’,  sailing  from  Ipswich,  England, 
April  10,  1634,  and  settled  in  Watertown,  where  he 
was  admitted  a  freeman.  May  6,  1635.  He  held 
various  offices  in  Watertown  and  served  as  selectman 
from  1638-1643  and  from  1650-1671.  He  was  town 
clerk  in  1671,  1677,  1680  and  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  in  1673.  John  Hastings  married  (first) 
Susanna,  who  died  February  2,  1650.  He  married 
(second)  in  April,  1651,  Margaret,  daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  Cheney,  of  Roxbury,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

John  Hastings,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Cheney)  Hastings,  was  born  March  1,  1654,  in 
Watertown  and  died  March  28,  1717-18.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1679,  Abigail  Hammond  who  was  born  June 
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21,  1656,  and  died  April  1,  1717-18,  a  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  John  and  Abigail  Hammond. 

Samuel  Hastings,  son  of  John  and  Abigail 
(Hammond)  Hastings,  was  born  in  1695.  He  was  a 
tailor  and  resided  in  Watertown  where  he  served  as 
selectman  for  several  years.  He  married,  May  29, 
1719,  Bethia  Holloway  of  Malden,  who  was  born  in 
1694  and  died  in  Lexington,  Massachusetts,  June  1, 
1774. 

Thaddeus  Hastings,  son  of  Samuel  and  Bethia 
(Holloway)  Hastings,  was  born  October  15,  1723. 
He  resided  in  Lexington.  He  married,  March  29, 
1763,  Mary  Stratton. 

Thaddeus  Hastings,  son  of  Thaddeus  and  Mary 
(Stratton)  Hastings,  was  a  resident  of  Union 
Common,  near  Thomaston,  Maine.  He  married 
Hannah  Vaughan  of  Carver,  Massachusetts. 

Thaddeus  Matthew  Hastings,  son  of  Thaddeus 
and  Hannah  (Vaughan)  Hastings,  was  born  in  1823, 
and  died  February  23,  1861.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
in  Union  Common,  Maine,  and  after  completing 
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his  education  in  the  public  schools,  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  He  resided  in  Thomaston  and 
Bath,  where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade  and  also  in 
farming.  He  married,  January  10,  18  53,  Abby  O. 
Trull,  daughter  of  John  B.  Trull. 

Alton  Bruce  Hastings,  son  of  Thaddeus 
Matthew  and  Abby  O.  (Trull)  Hastings,  was  born 
March  2,  18  57,  in  Thomaston,  and  died  October  23, 
1931,  in  Brockton,  Massachusetts.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bath  and  found  his  first 
employment  on  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
shipped  before  the  mast  on  the  ''Northampton”, 
engaged  in  the  merchant  service,  and  later  became 
second  mate  on  the  "Caledonia”.  He  made  his  last 
voyage  as  mate  of  the  "Scotia”,  sailing  from  New 
Orleans  to  San  Francisco  around  Cape  Horn. 
Though  his  love  for  the  sea  never  abated,  he  gave 
up  the  sailor’s  life  and  obtained  employment  in  a 
machine  shop  and  a  year  later  accepted  a  position  as 
stationary  engineer  in  one  of  the  mills  in  Bath. 

His  first  actual  business  experience  was  with  the 
well  known  bakery  firm  of  Hobart  &  Hathaway,  in 
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Bath,  of  which  Charles  F.  Hathaway,  his  brother- 
in-law  was  a  partner.  When  Mr.  Hathaway  retired, 
Mr.  Hastings  was  given  full  charge  and  conducted 
the  business  successfully  until  1884,  when  he  decided 
to  engage  in  the  bakery  business  on  his  own  account 
and  purchased  a  bakery  in  Bath.  This  venture  proved 
a  success  from  the  start  and  Mr.  Hastings  built  up 
a  prosperous  business,  which  he  later  sold  to  Mr. 
Hobart.  In  1 8  8  6  he  removed  to  Marblehead,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  in  partnership  with  Charles  F.  Hath¬ 
away,  established  a  bakery  there.  This  enterprise  also 
proved  a  success  under  Mr.  Hastings’  able  manage¬ 
ment.  The  concern  was  well  established  and  had  an 
extensive  trade,  when,  after  three  years  of  operation, 
the  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  1889,  Mr.  Hastings  came  to  Brockton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  he  opened  a  bakery  and  store  on 
Perkins  Avenue  in  Campello,  and  so  well  did  he 
succeed  that  five  years  later  he  was  obliged  to  erect 
a  new  building  from  Perkins  Avenue  to  Market 
Street.  The  excellent  products  of  his  bakery  became 
known  throughout  Plymouth  County,  and  in  1896 
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it  became  necessary  to  further  expand  the  business 
and  a  store  was  opened  on  Main  Street,  opposite 
Belmont  Street. 

In  1908,  Arthur  C.  Hastings  was  admitted  to 
partnership  and  the  firm  became  known  as  A.  B. 
Hastings  &  Son.  In  1917,  A.  B.  Hastings,  Jr.  was 
admitted  to  partnership  and  the  name  was  changed 
to  A.  B.  Hastings  &  Sons  which  continued  until 
1926,  when  this  firm  merged  with  Durland  & 
Candage  of  Brighton,  Massachusetts,  forming  the 
Community  Bakeries,  with  A.  B.  Hastings,  Jr.  as 
president.  At  the  time  of  this  consolidation,  A.  B. 
Hastings  and  Arthur  C.  Hastings  retired.  In  1929, 
the  Community  Bakeries  merged  with  the  Hathaway 
Baking  Company  retaining  the  latter  name,  and  A.  B. 
Hastings,  Jr.  became  treasurer.  The  Hathaway 
Baking  Company  is  now  one  of  the  largest  in  New 
England  and  operates  sixteen  large  bakeries  in  the 
following  places.  Brockton,  Massachusetts;  Salem, 
Massachusetts;  Roxbury,  Massachusetts;  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts;  Waltham,  Massachusetts;  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts;  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  Utica, 
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New  York;  Syracuse,  New  York;  Rochester,  New 
York;  Dover,  New  Hampshire;  Youngstown,  Ohio; 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  Richmond,  Staten  Island, 
New  York. 

Alton  Bruce  Hastings  was  a  keen  and  alert 
business  man  of  sound  judgment  and  unusual  execu¬ 
tive  ability.  He  was  always  keenly  interested  in  the 
affairs  of  his  town  and  state,  and  ever  ready  to  support 
any  movement  for  the  general  welfare.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  Republican  and  fraternally,  a  member  of  St. 
George  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Satucket  Royal 
Arch  Chapter. 

In  addition  to  his  interest  in  the  Hathaway  Baking 
Company,  he  was  heavily  interested  in  Real  Estate 
and  was  a  director  of  the  Best  Baking  Company  of 
Boston. 

Mr.  Hastings  maintained  a  summer  home  at 
Monument  Beach  where  he  spent  his  vacations  in 
close  association  with  his  family.  His  hobby  was 
sailing  and  he  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  indulge 
in  the  sport. 
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He  was  a  devotee  of  the  sport  and  had 
made  it  one  of  his  principal  aims  in  life  to  teach 
his  children  and  all  his  grandchildren  how  to 
handle  a  boat.” 

Mr.  Hastings  was  also  a  lover  of  horses  and  during 
his  time  owned  hundreds  of  them.  Many  of  his 
horses  had  been  in  service  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
years  and  when  they  had  grown  too  old,  were 
boarded  out,  but  never  sold  or  destroyed. 

The  following  editorial  is  quoted  from  the 
Brockton  Enterprise: 

"Alton  B.  Hastings,  it  happened,  had  no  part 
in  launching  Brockton  on  its  career  as  a  city. 

He  did  not  arrive,  vigorous  and  ambitious,  and 
just  the  type  needed  in  a  young  and  undeveloped 
city,  until  about  eight  years  after  the  first 
mayor,  Ziba  C.  Keith,  took  office.  Mr.  Hastings’ 
part  in  the  city’s  affairs  was  to  assist  sub¬ 
stantially  in  its  growth  and  progress.  For  the 
faith  he  evinced  in  it,  for  his  foresight  and  for 
the  sound  principles  which  motivated  his  efforts, 
he  will  be  remembered.  The  business  which  Mr. 
Hastings  founded  here  not  only  grew  but 
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helped  materially  in  the  city’s  growth.  If  he  put 
into  it  his  time  and  strength,  he  put  into  the 
city’s  expansion  as  much  of  both,  for  it  is  by 
useful  service,  by  creating  the  means  by  which 
other  men  gain  a  livelihood  in  return  for 
productive  labor  that  a  city  is  advanced. 
Benefits  to  the  city  accrued  as  his  business  grew, 
his  payroll  advanced  and  his  purchases  increased. 
Prosperity,  respect  of  men,  the  esteem  of  his 
adopted  city  rewarded  his  diligence.  By  former 
employees  he  is  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

In  the  section  of  the  city  where  he  resided  he  will 
be  missed  as  a  staunch  friend  and  as  an  agree¬ 
able  and  helpful  neighbor.  His  years  here  and 
his  efforts  here  were  fruitful  and  fragrant.” 

Alton  Bruce  Hastings  married,  March  21,  1881, 
Laura  A.  Cushman,  daughter  of  Job  S.  and  Mary 
Ann  (Carvell)  Cushman.  (See  Cushman  Line). 

Children: 

(1)  Arthur  C.,  born  April  22,  1884,  died  March 
5,  1928,  at  the  winter  home  which  he  had 
built  for  his  parents,  in  Glendale,  California. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Brockton 


HASTINGS 


and  at  a  private  school  in  Lawrenceville,  New 
Jersey.  After  completing  his  education,  he 
entered  his  father’s  business  in  charge  of 
manufacturing.  He  wasi  fond  of  horses  and 
was  a  noted  horseback  rider.  *'He  was  a 
thorough  gentleman,  kindly  in  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  every  one.  Arthur  Hastings  was  a 
splendid  chap  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
Many  who  did  not  know  him  personally  will 
remember  him  as  one  of  the  horseback  riders 
who  almost  daily  for  more  than  four  or  five 
years  rode  west  on  Chestnut  Street  through 
West  Bridgewater  near  Easton  and  Cochesett. 
He  was  a  splendid  rider  and  loved  the  sport.” 

(2)  Alice  M.,  born  January  2,  1886;  married, 
June  28,  1911,  Clinton  J.  Porter,  Jr.,  of 
Kentucky.  Children:  Mary  Hastings,  Jane, 
Louise  and  Susan. 

(3)  Carolyn  B.,  born  April  28,  1889;  married, 
April  22,  1912,  Roger  Keith.  Children:  Roger, 
Jr.,  Hastings,  Thalia,  Paul  and  Mark. 

(4)  Edna  H.,  born  November  4,  1891;  married, 
June  23,  1923,  Pierce  H.  Leavitt.  Children: 
Ann,  Donald,  Robert,  and  Pierce  H.,  Jr. 
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(5)  Alton  B.,  Jr.,  born  June  18,  1897;  married  in 
1917,  Mazie  Morgan.  Children:  Alton  Bruce, 
Jr.,  died  in  infancy;  Morgan  and  Joan 
Hastings.  He  served  as  Ensign  in  the  Navy  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  and  was  stationed  at  Rock¬ 
land,  Maine. 


Cttdljman 


Arms:  Sable,  three  roses  argent  two  and  one  between 

nine  crosses  crosslet  fitchee  argent,  four,  two,  two 
and  /  one. 

Motto:  Habeo  Pro  Jus  Fasque. 


(Bolton’s;  “American  Armory”) 
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CUSHMAN 


Robert  Cushman,  immigrant  ancestor,  was  a 
wool  carder  of  Canterbury,  England,  where  he  was 
born  in  1580.  He  joined  the  non-conformists  of 
Leyden,  and  in  1617  was  commissioned  by  them  to 
go  to  London  in  company  with  John  Carver  to 
negotiate  with  the  Virginia  Company  for  "liberty  of 
conscience.’’  In  1619  he  and  William  Brewster 
finally  obtained  a  patent.  He  again  journeyed  to 
London  with  Carver  and  Martin  in  1620,  procured 
the  "Mayflower,”  and  a  pilot,  and  sailed  in  her  as 
associate-governor  from  Southampton,  August  5, 
1620,  accompanied  by  the  "Speedwell.”  As  the 
"Speedwell”  proved  unseaworthy,  Robert  Cushman 
followed  in  the  ship  "Fortune,”  and  reached  Ply¬ 
mouth  November  9,  1621.  He  was  accompanied  by 
his  son  Thomas,  whom  he  left  in  care  of  Governor 
Bradford,  and  returned  to  England  on  business  for 
the  Colony  in  December,  1621.  He  remained  in 
England  as  agent  for  the  Colonists  until  his  death  in 
1626.  He  married  in  Leyden,  Holland,  Mary, 
widow  of  Thomas  Chingleton  of  Sandwich,  England. 
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Thomas  Cushman,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary 
Cushman,  was  born  in  England,  February,  1608, 
and  died  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  December  1 1 , 
1691.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  church  and 
the  colony  and  was  ordained  elder  of  the  Plymouth 
Church  in  1649,  which  oflSce  he  held  for  forty- three 
years.  He  married  in  1635,  Mary  Allerton,  who  was 
a  passenger  on  the  "Mayflower”.  She  died  about 
1701. 

Thomas  Cushman,  son  of  Elder  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Allerton)  Cushman,  was  born  September  16, 
1637,  and  died  August  23,  1726.  He  married  (first) , 
November  17,  1663,  Ruth,  daughter  of  John 
Howland  of  the  "Mayflower”.  He  married  (second) , 
October  16,  1679,  Abigail  Fuller  of  Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts. 

Robert  Cushman,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ruth 
(Howland)  Cushman,  was  born  October  4,  1664, 
and  died  in  Kingston,  September  ,  1757.  He  married 
(first)  Persis,  who  died  in  Kingston,  January  14, 
1743.  He  married  (second),  in  1744,  Prudence 
Sherman  of  Marshfield. 
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CUSHMAN 


Robert  Cushman,  son  of  Robert  and  Persis 
Cushman,  was  born  July  2,  1698,  and  died  in  1751. 
He  married  Mary  Washburn,  (intentions  published 
April  17,  1725.) 

Robert  Cushman,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Washburn)  Cushman,  was  born  October  27,  1738, 
and  died  in  Woolwich,  Maine,  in  1799.  He  married 
Martha  Delano  in  1759,  who  was  born  in  1738  and 
died  in  1820. 

Francis  Cushman,  son  of  Robert  and  Martha 
(Delano)  Cushman,  was  born  December  4,  1781, 
and  lived  on  the  homestead  of  his  father  in  Wool¬ 
wich.  He  married,  December  19,  1826,  Lydia 
Honnewell. 

Job  S.  Cushman,  son  of  Francis  and  Lydia 
(Honnewell)  Cushman,  was  born  March  22,  1833, 
and  died  in  1892.  He  lived  in  Arrowsic,  Maine, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering. 
He  married  Mary  Ann  Edgecomb,  widow  of  William 
Carvell.  She  died  in  1900. 
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Laura  A.  Cushman,  daughter  of  Job  S.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Edgecomb)  Car  veil  Cushman,  was 
born  in  Wascassett,  Maine,  December  2,  18  58.  She 
married,  March  21,  1881,  Alton  Bruce  Hastings. 
(See  Hastings  Line) . 
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JOHNSON 


Richard  Henry  Johnson,  son  of  James  and 
Jane  (Roberts)  Johnson,  was  born  in  Clinton ville, 
New  York,  February  7,  18  54,  and  died  at  Saranac 
Lake,  New  York,  February  25,  1929. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  in  Clinton- 
ville,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  began  to  assist  his  father 
who  operated  a  stage  coach  line  in  the  Adirondacks. 
James  Johnson  was  widely  known  throughout  the 
Adirondack  Mountains  and  was  the  first  man 
to  carry  United  States  Mail  by  stage  coach  from 
Port  Kent  to  points  farther  north.  He  was  a 
man  of  unusual  ability  and  foresight,  and  the  reli¬ 
ability  of  his  character  and  the  service  which  he 
rendered  the  public  won  for  him'  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  citizens  in  the  territory  which  he  served. 
Important  messages  and  consignments  were  often 
entrusted  to  him  and  always  carried  out  with  the 
utmost  punctuality. 

Richard  Henry  Johnson  grew  up  in  the  business 
established  by  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  was 
capable  of  driving  a  stage  coach  as  well  as  any  of  the 
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older  drivers.  His  knowledge  of  the  business  in  all 
its  details  was  complete  and  his  agreeable  disposition 
soon  won  him  many  friendships  among  the  people  in 
the  mountain  towns  along  the  line.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  purchased  one  of  his  father’s  coaches  and 
operated  it  successfully  on  his  own  account.  Later 
he  and  his  father  combined  their  interests  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  the  territory  from  Port  Kent  north¬ 
ward  until  the  death  of  the  elder  Mr.  Johnson. 

In  1896,  Richard  Henry  Johnson  established  a 
livery  business  at  Saranac  Lake.  His  reputation  had 
gone  before  him  and  his  new  undertaking  proved  a 
success  from  the  start.  He  soon  built  up  a  profitable 
business  and,  as  his  service  became  better  known  for 
its  fine  horses  and  comfortable  vehicles,  he  found  it 
necessary  to  established  other  stables  in  order  to  meet 
the  ever  increasing  demand.  At  one  time  he  operated 
three  establishments  at  Saranac  Lake,  known  as  the 
Riverside  Stables,  the  Linwood  Stables,  and  the 
Severance  Stables. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  a  splendid  business  man  and  pos¬ 
sessed  executive  ability  to  a  marked  degree.  He  was 
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JOHNSON 


ever  thoughtful  of  the  welfare  of  his  employees,  but 
always  insisted  that  his  customers  be  given  every  con¬ 
sideration. 

His  sound  business  judgment  and  keen  foresight 
enabled  him  to  realize  that  the  ever  increasing  com¬ 
petition,  created  by  the  advent  of  the  automobile, 
would  eventually  eliminate  the  livery  stable,  and  in 
1915  he  disposed  of  his  interests,  intending  to  retire 
and  enjoy  a  well  deserved  leisure. 

His  active  mind,  however,  did  not  permit  him  to 
remain  idle  and  he  soon  found  himself  engaged  in 
real  estate  operations,  at  first  on  a  small  scale  and 
gradually  drifting  into  larger  projects. 

One  of  his  largest  transactions  was  the  purchase 
of  ''Split-Rock  Farm”  located  in  the  Adirondacks 
near  Saranac  Lake.  He  acquired  much  valuable 
property  and  his  instinctive  knowledge  of  values  as 
well  as  his  reputation  for  fair  and  honest  dealings 
were  his  greatest  assets  in  building  up  a  profitable 
business.  He  soon  became  known  as  a  prominent  real 
estate  dealer  and  his  advice  and  opinions  were  eagerly 
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sought  by  others  less  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
values  of  property  and  land  in  the  Adirondacks. 

Mr.  Johnson  took  a  keen  and  active  interest  in  the 
business,  civic,  and  social  life  of  his  town  and  could 
always  be  counted  upon  to  encourage  any  movement 
for  the  benefit  of  the  general  welfare.  His  many  fine 
qualities  and  sterling  honesty  were  appreciated  by 
all  who  knew  him  and  had  dealings  with  him,  and 
it  was  said  of  him  that  his  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  "Adirondack 
Daily  Enterprise”  of  February  25,  1929: 

"It  is  certain  that  there  was  not  a  better 
or  more  favorably  known  man  in  all  this 
section  of  the  Adirondacks  than  Dick 
Johnson.  His  courageous  fight  against  an 
incurable  malady  aroused  the  greatest  ad¬ 
miration  upon  the  part  of  his  scores  of 
friends.  Their  grief  was  most  sincere  when 
word  of  his  passing  reached  them  today.” 
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JOHNSON 


Richard  Henry  Johnson  married,  March  5,  188  5, 
Lillian  Burt,  daughter  of  Wesley  C.  and  Sabrina 
(Bigelow)  Burt,  of  Clinton ville.  New  York. 
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LOCKWOOD 


^rms:  Argent,  a  fesse  between  three  martlets  sable. 

Crest:  On  the  stump  of  an  oak  tree  erased  proper  a 

martlet  sable. 

rJSAotto:  Tutus  in  Undis. 


The  surname  of  Lockwood  is  of  ancient  English 
origin  and  mention  of  it  is  made  in  the  "Domesday 
Book”.  There  are  different  spellings  of  the  name, 
and  those  most  frequently  found  are  Lokewood  and 
Lockewood.  It  belongs  to  that  classification  known 
as  "place  names”,  and  is  thus  derived:  Locke,  or 
Lock,  referring  to  a  dweller  in  or  by  an  enclosure  or 
confine,  and  wod,  wode,  which  is  old  English  wudu, 
meaning  wood.  It  is  therefore  deduced  that  an  ances¬ 
tor  of  the  very  early  period  lived  in  a  clearing  or 
nearby  a  large  wood  and  from  this  location  or  place 
the  name  is  derived. 

Edmond  Lockwood,  the  founder,  was  born  in 
England  and  died  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in 
1635.  He  married  Ruth,  whose  surname  is  unknown, 
she  died  in  1630. 


LOCKWOOD 


Edmond  Lockwood,  son  of  Edmond  and  Ruth 
Lockwood,  was  born  before  1630,  and  died  January 
31,  1692.  He  married  January  7,  1655,  Hannah 
Scott.  She  died  April  12,  1706. 

Daniel  Lockwood,  son  of  Edmond  and  Hannah 
(Scott)  Lockwood,  was  born  about  1657,  and  died 
in  1744.  He  married  November  5,  1702,  at  Stam¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  Charity  Clemence.  She  died  in 
1745. 

Jonathan  Lockwood,  son  of  Daniel  and  Charity 
(Clemence)  Lockwood,  was  born  November  4, 
1707,  and  died  in  1781.  He  married  at  Stamford, 
November  8,  1733,  Freelove  Wright. 

Titus  Lockwood,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Freelove 
(Wright)  Lockwood,  was  born  at  Turn  of  the  River, 
Stamford,  in  1749,  and  died  December  20,  1815.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  with  the  Stamford 
Company  of  the  7th  and  19th  (Col.  Chas.  Webb) 
Continentals,  and  9th  Regiment  Conn.  Militia.  In 
September,  1775,  he  went  to  the  lines  at  Boston 
(Joseph  Hait,  Captain)  where  he  served  until 
December  24,  1775,  and  probably  during  1776  in 
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the  19th  Continental.  In  August,  1776,  the  Stam¬ 
ford  Company  of  the  9  th  Regiment  went  to  New 
York  but  his  name  is  not  on  the  list,  which  indicates 
he  was  with  the  19  th  Regiment.  From  November, 
1776,  until  January  28,  1777,  he  served  with  the 
Company  (Jonathan  Whitney,  Captain)  when  it  was 
ordered  to  the  Westchester  border.  In  1777,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  the  militia  company  was  stationed 
at  its  home  town  of  Stamford,  doing  garrison  work 
in  the  fort  and  repelling  the  enemy  raids  as  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  opposing  forces  were  going  on  in  all  the 
surrounding  territory. 

Titus  Lockwood  married  February  13,  1769, 
liannah  Dann,  born  at  Pound  Ridge,  July  17,  1750, 
and  died  January  10,  1832,  at  Turn  of  the  River. 

Isaac  Lockwood,  son  of  Titus  and  Hannah 
(Dann)  Lockwood,  was  born  February  5,  1781,  and 
died  November  14,  18  56.  He  was  a  thrifty  and  pros¬ 
perous  farmer  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  married  May  24,  1804,  Martha  Waterbury,  born 
near  Darien,  Connecticut,  March  23,  1781,  and  died 
at  Stillwater,  Stamford,  March  17,  1868. 
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Captain  William  Lockwood,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Martha  (Waterbury)  Lockwood,  was  born  May  31, 
1806,  and  died  of  yellow  fever,  August  6,  1844,  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  he  was  engaged  in  building 
a  ship.  He  was  a  sea  captain  for  many  years  and  was 
shipwrecked  on  three  different  occasions.  He  married 
January  26,  1831,  Julia  Anne  Peck,  who  was  born 
at  Stamford,  April  10,  1805,  and  died  October  28, 
1881,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Ray¬ 
mond)  Peck.  Ebenezer  Peck  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  Captain  William  and  Mrs.  Lockwood 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  William  Raymond,  of 
whom  further;  Henry  Waring,  born  August  14, 
1833,  died  April,  1883. 

William  Raymond  Lockwood,  son  of  Captain 
William  and  Julia  Anne  (Peck)  Lockwood,  was  born 
November  6,  1831,  in  Stamford,  and  died  February 
2,  1893.  He  received  the  benefits  of  an  excellent 
education  and  after  attending  private  school  was 
tutored  in  Greek  and  Latin.  His  education  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  a  French  boarding  school  in  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey.  Subsequently,  he  went  to  New  York  City 
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and  there  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  owned  by 
an  uncle.  This  work  proved  injurious  to  his  health 
and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Stamford  where  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  which  he  sold  when 
he  inherited  the  farm  of  his  grandfather.  The  out¬ 
door  life  was  ideal  for  his  health  and  he  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  progressive  and  in¬ 
dustrious  farmer,  his  lands  were  well  tilled  and  his 
farm  was  noted  for  the  high  grade  of  stock  main¬ 
tained  on  it.  He  was  especially  skillful  in  manual 
work  and  was  most  skillful  in  building  a  stone  wall. 
His  well-built  fences  added  to  the  attractiveness  of 
his  farming  lands.  He  made  his  own  ox-carts,  snow 
sleds,  yokes,  wagons  and  so  forth.  He  made  a  top 
buggy  and  the  first  Portland  cutter  or  sleigh  in  Stam¬ 
ford  which  he  used  for  many  years.  All  of  the  wood 
turning,  the  curving  of  the  rurmers  and  the  dash¬ 
board  were  done  by  his  own  hand,  and  the  cutter, 
which  is  still  in  good  condition,  is  now  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  daughter.  Miss  Eva  Elizabeth  Lockwood. 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
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publican  party.  He  held  the  office  of  first  selectman 
and  served  as  assessor  for  many  years.  During  his  ad¬ 
ministration,  the  first  iron  bridge  in  Stamford  was 
built.  He  was  instrumental  in  building  many  new 
roads  as  well  as  several  large  school  houses.  As  first 
selectman,  he  had  charge  of  all  bridge,  road  and 
building  construction  and  saw  to  it  personally  that 
all  bids  and  contracts  were  properly  carried  out.  He 
was  a  leading  member  of  the  building  committee 
when  the  first  town  hall  in  Stamford  was  erected. 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  one  of  the  most  public  spirited 
citizens  of  his  day  and  was  ever  willing  and  ready  to 
assist  in  any  movement  of  public  welfare  and  the 
town  is  indebted  to  him  for  his  unselfish  services 
which  were  always  rendered  without  compensation 
of  any  kind.  He  was  keenly  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Stamford  and  in  many  un¬ 
ostentatious  ways  aided  the  charitable  work  of  this 
institution. 

He  married  September  30,  18  55,  at  Port  Chester, 
New  York,  Josephine  Keeler,  who  was  born  in 
Greenwich,  Connecticut,  March  2,  1839,  and  died 
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January  4,  1881,  in  Stamford,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Ferris)  Keeler.  They  were  the  parents  of 
a  daughter,  Eva  Elizabeth  Lockwood.  He  married 
(second)  June  28,  1888,  Mary  Camilla  Langdon,  of 
Monterey,  Massachusetts. 
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Many  of  the  old  New  England  names  have  under¬ 
gone  spelling  modification.  The  name  of  Lynes  was 
frequently  written  Lines  and  Lyne.  About  1642, 
Henry  and  Ralph  Lines,  usually  supposed  to  have 
been  brothers,  settled  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
In  the  birth  records  of  his  son  Samuel,  Henry  Lines 
states  that  he  is  "second  sonne  of  John  Line  of  Badby 
two  miles  from  Dantry  (Daventry)  in  North¬ 
amptonshire”. 

Ralph  Lines,  probably  the  brother  of  Henry 
Lines,  made  his  home  in  that  part  of  New  Haven 
later  known  as  the  parish  of  Amity,  now  the  town 
of  Woodbridge.  He  died  September  7,  1689,  and  in 
the  record  of  his  will,  dated  December  4,  1687,  it  is 
found  that  he  mentions  sons,  Samuel,  Ralph,  Joseph 
and  Benjamin,  wife  "Alis”,  and  daughter  Hannah. 
In  a  codicil  dated  February  1,  1689,  he  states  that 
as  his  life  has  been  prolonged,  and  his  daughter 
Hannah  has  since  died,  he  leaves  her  portion  to  his 
wife,  Alice.  During  his  last  sickness  he  wrote  an 
additional  codicil  stating  that  as  his  son  Benjamin  has 
since  died,  but  his  widow  being  with  child,  to  that 
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child,  if  it  lives,  he  bequeaths  its  father’s  portion.  He 
also  mentions  his  deceased  daughter  Merriman.  His 
will  was  proved  November  13,  1689.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lines  were  the  parents  of  Samuel,  Ralph,  John, 
Joseph,  Benjamin,  Hannah  and  Merriman. 

Benjamin  Lines,  son  of  Ralph  and  Alice  Lines, 
married  Anna  Wilmot,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sarah  (Thomas)  Wilmot.  He  died  July  26,  1689, 
and  his  widow  married  Dr.  Peter  Carrington.  It  is 
recorded  that  in  1702,  Peter  Carrington  is  called 
husband  to  Anna,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  her 
late  husband,  Benjamin  Lines,  deceased. 

Benjamin  Lines,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Anna 
(Wilmot)  Lines,  was  born  November  8,  1689.  He 
lived  in  New  Haven  and  married  Esther,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Sturgis  of  Fairfield. 

Samuel  Lynes,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Esther 
(Sturgis)  Lines,  was  married  February  28,  1749,  to 
Mercy  Holly,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Rebecca 
(Bishop)  Holly.  She  was  born  April  12,  1719. 

Benjamin  Lynes,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mercy 
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(Holly)  Lynes,  was  born  June  19,  1757,  in  Ridge- 
bury,  Connecticut.  He  married  Sarah  Coley, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Sanford)  Coley  of 
Redding,  Connecticut. 

Stephen  Coley  Lynes,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Coley)  Lynes,  married  February  6,  1815, 
Hannah  Maltby,  daughter  of  Captain  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Allen)  Maltby.  {See  Maltby  Line) . 

Doctor  Samuel  Lynes,  son  of  Stephen  Coley 
and  Hannah  (Maltby)  Lynes,  was  born  December 
1,  1821,  in  Ridgefield,  Connecticut,  and  died  July 
28,  1878,  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  He  attended 
school  in  Ridgefield  and  began  his  study  of  medicine 
privately  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Willard 
Parker  for  whom  the  Willard  Parker  Hospital  in 
New  York  is  named.  Later  he  attended  and  graduated 
from  Yale  Medical  School.  He  practiced  medicine  in 
Norwalk  and  for  many  years  was  the  only  physician 
in  this  town.  His  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  his 
patients  was  reciprocated  in  turn  by  the  love  and 
respect  of  these  people. 
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Fraternally,  Doctor  Lynes  was  associated  with  the 
Masonic  Order  and  was  past  master  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  6,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  was 
past  grand  of  Our  Brothers  Lodge,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both  of  Norwalk. 

In  religious  faith.  Dr.  Lynes  and  his  family  were 
Episcopalians  and  were  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  which  Doctor  Lynes  was  vestryman 
for  many  years. 

Doctor  Samuel  Lynes  married  June  23,  18  58, 
Emily  Augusta  Sherry,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Susan  Virginia  (St.  John)  Sherry  of  New  York  City. 
{See  St.  John  Line).  Children:  Charles  Sherry, 
deceased;  Emily  Augusta;  Susan  St.  John,  deceased; 
Samuel,  of  whom  further. 
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Samuel  Lynes,  son  of  Doctor  Samuel  and  Emily 
Augusta  (Sherry)  Lynes,  was  born  April  13,  1865, 
in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  died  September  14, 
1925,  in  London,  England. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Norwalk,  he  entered  into  a  partnership 
with  Louise  O.  Coolidge  and  together  they  success¬ 
fully  conducted  a  real  estate  business  for  fifteen  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Coolidge  and  Lynes.  His 
alertness  and  ability  to  grasp  opportunities  were  first 
demonstrated  in  his  decision  to  venture  into  the  real 
estate  business. 

In  1902,  Samuel  Lynes  and  Hubert  E.  Bishop 
formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Bishop 
&  Lynes,  succeeding  C.  T.  Leonard,  owner  of  a  coal 
business,  established  in  1839.  The  untiring  efforts  of 
Mr.  Lynes  brought  about  the  desired  expansion  and 
growth  of  the  business.  The  policy  of  the  firm  that 
the  customer’s  consideration  came  first  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  placing  Mr.  Lynes’  name  among  the  fore¬ 
most  in  that  section  of  the  state  for  reliability  and 
courtesy  in  business  dealings.  The  business  continued 


LYNES 


to  grow  and  later  was  Incorporated  under  the  name  of 
Bishop  and  Lynes,  Inc.,  dealers  in  coal  and  mason 
supplies. 

Mr.  Lynes,  an  acknowledged  leading  merchant, 
was  also  considered  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
citizens  of  Norwalk.  He  was  prominently  identified 
with  many  important  interests  of  the  community.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  Central  Fairfield  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  Fairfield  County  National  Bank.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Fairfield 
County  Savings  Bank. 

His  interest  in  the  public  welfare  of  Norwalk  was 
further  displayed  in  his  long  service  to  the  city  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  a  Water 
Commissioner. 

Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
No.  6,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  his  association 
with  this  organization  dating  back  to  1902;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Washington  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Clinton  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Lafayette 
Consistory,  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  of 
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Norwalk;  and  the  Pyramid  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  of  Our  Brothers  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

The  handsome  temple  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  6, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  on  Berkeley  Street  stands 
as  a  monument  to  his  memory.  The  purchase  of  the 
property  and  building  by  the  Central  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  early  in  1920  and  the  ensuing  raise  in  rental 
made  it  necessary  for  the  Masons  to  think  about  a 
new  location.  Mr.  Lynes’  wisdom  and  forethought  in 
urging  the  purchase  of  the  building  that  had  formerly 
been  the  Chapel  of  the  Holy  Savior,  maintained  by 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  was  wholly  responsible 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple.  The 
possibility  of  securing  the  money  was  doubted  by  the 
majority  of  people,  but  through  Mr.  Lynes’  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  campaign  for  subscriptions  and  his  un¬ 
ceasing  work  in  the  planning  of  the  large  fair  which 
yielded  the  necessary  proceeds,  the  project  was 
possible.  In  recognition  and  in  appreciation  of  his 
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efforts,  his  brother  Masons  presented  him  at  an  open 
meeting  with  a  handsome  gold  watch,  chain  and 
pendant  at  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  temple. 

He  was  an  enthusiastic  sportsman  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  treasurer  of  the  Norwalk  Yacht  Club.  He 
greatly  enjoyed  traveling  abroad  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  was  making  an  extensive  tour  of  Europe, 
accompanied  by  his  sister,  Emily  Lynes. 

In  religious  faith,  he  was  an  Episcopalian  and  at¬ 
tended  the  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  where  his 
father  had  been  a  vestryman  for  many  years  before 
him. 

The  following  editorial  appeared  in  the  Norwalk 
Hour  on  September  17,  1925. 

'The  death  of  Samuel  Lynes  has  removed 
from  the  civic  and  business  life  of  our  city  a 
strong  and  forcible  character.  To  his  friends, 
he  was  super-loyal  but  he  always  met  those  he 
regarded  as  hostile  face  to  face  in  broad  daylight 
and  never  in  the  dark  and  generally  his  big 
heart  stayed  the  avenging  blow.  It  will  be  many 
years  before  the  memory  of  "Sam”  Lynes  will 
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fade  from  the  minds  of  those  who  knew  him  best 
and  admired  his  frank  and  manly  bearing.’* 

The  following  editorial  is  quoted  from  a  local 
paper  contemporary  with  the  death  of  Mr.  Lynes. 

**Norwalk  paid  its  last  tribute  yesterday  to 
Samuel  Lynes,  coal  merchant  and  bank  director 
and  a  fitting  tribute  it  was  to  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  and  respected  native  citizens  of  the 
city.  It  was  a  tribute  which  showed  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held.  Five  hundred  men  and 
women  gathered  at  the  Masonic  temple  to  attend 
the  services  at  three  P.  M.  Funeral  was  Masonic, 
simple  and  dignified  in  accord  with  Mr.  Lynes’ 
wishes.  After  the  services,  a  guard  of  honor  was 
placed  at  the  casket  and  watched  all  night. 
Burial  was  at  Riverside  Cemetery  this  morning.” 
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The  Maltby  Line 

William  Maltby,  the  American  ancestor,  and  a 
prominent  man  in  Bradford,  Connecticut,  died 
September  1,  1710.  He  held  many  important  offices, 
among  them,  magistrate  and  representative  to  the 
General  Court.  He  married  Abigail  Bishop,  born 
October  30,  1659,  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  died 
October  24,  1710.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Deputy 
Governor  James  Bishop  of  Connecticut  whose  wife, 
Mary  (Lamberton)  Bishop,  was  the  daughter  of 
Master  Lamberton  of  the  phantom  ship. 

Jonathan  Maltby,  son  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Bishop)  Maltby,  was  born  July  26,  1698,  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  Connecticut.  He  married  September  25,  1719, 
in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  Sarah  Potter,  born  August 
22,  1690,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Selleck) 
Potter. 

Jonathan  Maltby,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah 
(Potter)  Maltby,  was  born  June  29,  1720.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Abigail  Holmes  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 
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Captain  Jonathan  Maltby,  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Abigail  (Holmes)  Maltby,  was  born  December 
17,  1744.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as 
lieutenant,  his  commission  being  dated  October  12, 
1776,  and  signed  by  John  Hancock.  Later  he  became 
captain  and  his  commission  was  dated  March  21, 
1791,  and  signed  by  George  Washington.  Captain 
Jonathan  Maltby  married  October  23,  1768,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Allen,  daughter  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  David 
and  Sarah  (Gold)  Allen  of  Fairfield,  born  April  13, 
1749,  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut. 

Hannah  Maltby,  daughter  of  Captain  Jonathan 
and  Elizabeth  (Allen)  Maltby,  was  born  April  7, 
1769,  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut.  She  married  Stephen 
Coley  Lynes.  (See  Lynes  Line) , 
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The  St.  John  Line 

Mark  St.  John  was  the  son  of  Matthias  St.  John, 
the  American  ancestor  of  the  St.  John  line. 

Joseph  St.  John  was  the  son  of  Mark  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Stanley)  St.  John. 

Joseph  St.  John  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Betts)  St.  John.  He  married  Susannah  Selleck. 

William  St.  John  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Susannah  (Selleck)  St.  John.  He  married  Mary 
Esther  Belden. 

William  St.  John  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Mary  Esther  (Belden)  St.  John.  He  married  Esther 
Cannon.  (S^^  Cannon  Line). 

Susan  Virginia  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Esther  (Cannon)  St.  John.  She  married  Charles 
Sherry  of  New  York.  Their  daughter,  Emily 
Augusta,  married  Dr.  Samuel  Lynes.  (See  Lynes 
Line) . 
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The  Cannon  Line 

John  Cannon  was  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
Cannon  of  Staten  Island,  first  Cannon  settler. 

John  Cannon  was  the  son  of  John  and  Maria 
(Le  Grand)  Cannon. 

John  Cannon  was  the  son  of  John  and  Jerusha 
(Sands)  Cannon. 

James  Cannon  was  the  son  of  John  and  Esther 
(Perry)  Cannon. 

Esther  Cannon  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Rebecca  (Gould)  Cannon.  She  married  William  St. 
John.  (See  S/.  Jo/?n  Line) . 
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The  name  of  Mansfield  has  been  a  very  representa¬ 
tive  one  in  the  annals  of  New  Haven  history  since  the 
first  settlement  there,  and  its  influence  has  been  felt 
throughout  the  state.  A  worthy  scion  of  this 
patronymic  was  Louis  Austin  Mansfield,  the  president 
of  the  Lumber  Dealers’  Association  of  Connecticut, 
and  favorably  known  as  a  captain  of  industry. 

Sir  John  Mansfield,  Knight,  the  first  of  the  line 
herein  under  consideration,  was  mayor  of  Exeter, 
England,  and  also  master  of  the  survey  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Richard  Mansfield,  the  New  England  founder 
of  the  family,  and  son  of  Sir  John  Mansfield,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  New  Flaven,  Connecticut.  In 
the  archives  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical 
Society  may  be  found  the  volume  of  Land  Records 
wherein  are  deeds  showing  that  Richard  Mansfield 
was  settled  in  Quinnipiack  as  early  as  1 639.  He  owned 
several  parcels  of  land,  and  his  home  was  a  sort  of 
cellar,  or  dug-out,  with  a  thatched  roof,  typical  of 
the  kind  of  dwelling  used  by  the  early  inhabitants 
in  the  first  years  of  the  settlements.  Richard  Mans- 
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field’s  name  appears  in  the  list  of  planters,  where  he 
is  listed  as  the  owner  of  £400  —  ,  thirty  acres  in  the 
first  allotment,  six  acres  in  the  "Neck”,  twenty-two 
acres  of  meadow  and  eighty-eight  in  the  Second 
Division. 

Later,  he  built  a  more  commodious  dwelling  house, 
at  a  location  called  "East  Farms”,  about  four  and  one 
half  miles  out  on  the  present  North  Haven  road,  and 
there  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
January  10,  1655. 

The  records  show  that  Richard  Mansfield  received 
the  oath  of  fidelity  from  Governor  Theophilus 
Eaton,  at  the  General  Court  at  New  Haven,  July  1, 
1644.  In  the  list  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
first  guarantees  of  New  Haven,  his  name  appears 
with  the  prefix  "Mr.”,  which  in  that  day  was  a  great 
honor.  Many  of  the  early  deeds  of  New  Haven  carry 
the  name  of  Richard  Mansfield.  The  name  of  his 
wife  was  Gillian  Drake. 

Joseph  Mansfield,  son  of  Richard  and  Gillian 
(Drake)  Mansfield,  was  born  about  1636,  O.  S.,  and 
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died  in  New  Haven  in  1692.  He  was  made  a  freeman 
there,  February  8,  1657.  His  estate  was  a  very  large 
one,  and  part  of  the  present  site  of  Yale  University 
stands  on  his  original  land.  He  engaged  in  farming, 
and  was  a  prosperous  and  influential  citizen.  About 
1657,  he  married,  and  the  Christian  name  of  his  wife 
was  Mary.  She  became  a  member  of  the  church, 
August  30,  1685. 

Joseph  Mansfield,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Mansfield,  was  born  December  27,  1673,  and  died 
in  1739.  His  home  was  on  the  paternal  farm,  and  the 
name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Cooper. 

Joseph  Mansfield,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Cooper)  Mansfield,  was  born  August  17,  1708,  and 
died  about  1762.  He  continued  to  live  on  the  old 
homestead  as  his  ancestors  had  done  and  married 
Phebe  Bassett. 

Titus  Mansfield,  son  of  Joseph  and  Phebe 
(Bassett)  Mansfield,  was  born  November  5,  1734. 
He  lived  in  Hamden,  where  he  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  a  large  landholder.  He  died  at  Hamden 
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in  1825.  He  married  Mabel  Todd,  daughter  of 
Gersliom  Todd. 

Jesse  Mansfield,  son  of  Titus  and  Mabel  (Todd) 
Mansfield,  was  born  August  11,  1772,  and  died  in 
1825.  He  married  Keziah  Stiles.  She  died  in  1854 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Jesse  Merrick  Mansfield,  son  of  Jesse  and 
Keziah  (Stiles)  Mansfield,  was  born  July  11,  1801, 
in  Hamden.  He  engaged  in  farming  during  the  first 
part  of  his  life,  and  later  removed  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  coal  business.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  October  23,  1825,  Charlotte  Heaton, 
who  died  June  19,  1844.  He  married  (second)  Julia 
Tuttle,  who  died  in  1849.  His  third  wife  was 
Catherine  B.  Warner,  whom  he  married  November 
3 ,  18  50.  The  death  of  Mr.  Mansfield  occurred  in  New 
Haven,  March  23,  1878. 

Austin  Mansfield,  son  of  Jesse  Merrick  and 
Charlotte  (Heaton)  Mansfield,  was  born  April  7, 
1833,  in  Hamden,  and  died  in  New  Haven  in  1898. 
The  local  public  schools  were  the  source  of  his  edu- 
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cation  and  as  a  young  man,  he  came  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  entered  into  business  with  George  D.  Gower, 
a  dealer  in  lumber.  In  188  5,  Mr.  Gower  died,  and 
Mr.  Mansfield  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  on 
his  own  account,  until  1890,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  son,  Louis  Austin,  at  which  time 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Austin  Mansfield  & 
Son.  Until  the  year  of  his  death,  1899,  Mr.  Mansfield 
was  active  in  his  business,  and  was  widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  throughout  the  state.  He  was  a  citizen 
of  the  best  type,  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

He  married  (first)  May  12,  1858,  Althea  Emily 
Ford,  who  was  born  in  Hamden,  a  daughter  of 
Merritt  Ford.  She  died  August  13,  1879.  He  married 
(second)  in  1885  Charlotte  Judson,  of  New  Haven. 

Louis  Austin  Mansfield,  son  of  Austin  and 
Emily  A.  (Ford)  Mansfield,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  March  11,  1863,  and  died  in  that  city, 
January  7,  1917.  His  education  was  the  best  and  his 
college  preparation  was  received  in  the  famous 
Hopkins  Grammar  School.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
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class  of  188  5  at  Yale,  and  the  same  year  began  his 
association  with  his  father.  Five  years  later,  he  was 
admitted  to  full  partnership  in  the  firm,  and  when 
the  latter  died,  was  owner  of  the  business.  At  this 
time  the  name  was  changed  from  Austin  Mansfield 
&  Son  to  Louis  A.  Mansfield,  which  form  was  kept 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Mansfield. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  his  association  with 
the  firm,  Mr.  Mansfield  showed  promise  of  becoming 
a  leader  in  his  chosen  field.  In  1891,  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  New  Haven  Lumber  Dealers*  As¬ 
sociation,  and  a  year  later,  he  was  chosen  secretary  of 
the  newly  organized  Lumber  Dealers’  Association. 
For  twenty  years  he  ably  filled  this  office,  and  in  19 1 3, 
he  was  elected  vice-president,  and  in  1914,  president. 
These  further  honors  testified  in  themselves  to  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  Mr.  Mansfield  was 
an  untiring  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  lumber 
companies  and  gave  many  years  of  persistent  effort  in 
bringing  about  changes  in  legislation  that  would  be 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  them. 

The  following  excerpt  which  is  quoted,  appeared 
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in  the  New  York  Lumber  Trade  Journal,  March  1, 
1912,  and  contains  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Mansfield  in 
gratitude  for  the  work  that  he  had  done. 

**For  years  his  name  has  been  synonymous  with 
the  work  of  the  Connecticut  Association  in  all  its 
efforts  to  better  trade  conditions  in  the  lumber 
trade  of  the  State,  and  in  fact,  his  individual 
efforts  have  been  of  great  value.  The  rank  and 
file  of  the  lumber  trade  are  with  him  in  his  stand 
for  the  principles  expressed  in  trade  association. 

His  long  term  of  service  to  the  cause,  with  only  a 
nominal  annual  compensation,  is  proof  of  his 
belief  in  those  principles.  This  devotion  to  the 
work  of  the  association,  coupled  with  a  rare 
personality,  has  won  for  him  the  friendship  and 
love  of  his  fellow  members.” 

Mr.  Mansfield  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Lumber  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Boston,  and  also  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Lumberman’s  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  He 
was  the  secretary  of  the  Eastern  States  Retail  Lumber 
Dealers’  Association  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Although  not  a  man  of  great  physical  strength,  he 
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was  nevertheless  a  man  of  endurance,  and  gave  very 
valuable  service  to  the  different  organizations  with 
which  he  was  connected  in  an  official  capacity.  Not 
alone  in  his  business  interests  was  Mr.  Mansfield 
prominently  identified,  but  also  in  civic  and  club 
affairs  of  the  city.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  Club,  the  Quinnipiack  and  the  Graduates’ 
Clubs,  as  well  as  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Society.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of 
the  Builders’  Exchange.  His  religious  affiliation  was 
with  the  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church  of  New 
Haven  where  he  served  as  vestryman  and  as  treasurer 
of  the  Sunday  School. 

Mr.  Mansfield  married  August  14,  1890,  Mary 
Frances  Hurd,  daughter  of  Truman  E.  Hurd.  (See 
Hurd  Line) . 

For  many  years,  it  was  the  custom  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mansfield  to  spend  their  winters  in  Jamaica  and 
Bermuda. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Mansfield,  while  yet  in  the  prime 
of  his  usefulness,  was  a  severe  blow  to  his  immediate 
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family  as  well  as  to  his  business  associates  and  fellow 
citizens.  His  sincerity  of  purpose,  and  his  gracious 
manner  won  him  many  friends,  and  the  news  of  his 
passing  brought  them  heartfelt  sorrow. 

It  recalled  the  words  of  a  cablegram  sent  to 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  February  15,  1912, 
by  the  Lumber  Dealers’  Association  of  Connecticut, 
then  in  convention,  as  a  token  of  their  feeling  for 
Mr.  Mansfield. 

*'We  miss  you  —  words  fail  to  express  how 
much  we  miss  you.” 
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The  Hurd  Line 

John  Hurd,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  New 
England,  with  his  sons,  John  and  Adam,  settled  about 
1640  in  Windsor,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  civil 
engineer  and  later,  taking  his  sons  with  him,  removed 
to  Stratford,  Connecticut,  where  he  remained  the 
rest  of  his  life.  His  will  was  dated  February  18,  1679. 
The  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown. 

John  Hurd,  son  of  John  Hurd,  was  born  in  1613 
in  Somersetshire,  England.  He  died  February  4,  1681, 
in  Stratford.  His  wife’s  name  is  not  recorded. 

John  Hurd,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Stratford, 
where  he  died  March  9,  1682.  He  married  December 
10,  1662,  Sarah  Thompson  of  Salisbury,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

John  Hurd,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Thompson) 
Hurd,  was  born  December  16,  1663,  and  married 
January  5,  1692,  Abigail  Wallis,  who  died  August 
28,  1728. 

Ebenezer  Hurd,  son  of  John  and  Abigail 
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(Wallis)  Hurd,  was  baptized  April  7,  1703,  and  died 
May  7,  1788,  in  Stratford.  He  married  Abigail 
Hubbel.  For  forty  years,  he  was  post  rider  between 
New  York  and  Saybrook. 

Andrew  Hurd,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail 
(Hubbel)  Hurd,  was  born  July  14,  1731,  and  died 
April  28,  1819.  He  married  Mary  Shelton,  who  was 
born  in  173  5  and  died  January  12,  1819. 

Asahel  Hurd,  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Shelton)  Hurd,  was  born  January  6,  1774,  and 
died  February  21,  1 8  3  3 .  He  married  Pauline  Hubbel, 
who  was  born  in  1780  and  died  February  21,  1872. 

Ebenezer  Hurd,  son  of  Asahel  and  Pauline 
(Hubbel)  Hurd,  was  born  in  1811  and  died  May  2, 
1880,  in  Southbury,  Connecticut.  In  1838,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Ann  Wheeler,  who  was  born  May  21, 
1811,  and  died  September  30,  1868. 

Truman  Ebenezer  Hurd,  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
Mary  Ann  (Wheeler)  Hurd,  was  born  April  11, 
1839,  in  Southbury,  and  died  September  25,  1881. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  He 
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married  October  17,  1865,  Frances  Eliza  Wheeler, 
who  was  born  October  17,  1840,  and  died  April 
12,  1878. 

Children:  (1)  Mary  Frances,  born  August  26, 
1866,  married  August  14,  1890,  Louis  Austin  Mans¬ 
field.  (See  Mansfield  Line).  (2)  Katherine  Eliza, 
born  December  18,  1867,  married  November  25, 
1914,  Howard  Livingston  Isbell,  born  October  8, 
1864.  (3)  Henry  Baldwin  Harrison,  born  July 

22,  1869,  married  July  8,  1919,  Jeanne  Nesbit,  born 
March  31,  1892.  Children:  (1)  Carlos  Stoddard, 
born  May  21,  1920.  (2)  Betsy,  born  December 

4,  1921. 
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In  reviewing  the  records  of  the  capable  business 
men  who  have  built  up  the  manufacturing  industries 
of  New  England,  we  often  pause  to  wonder  at  the 
great  number  of  men  who,  though  handicapped  in 
various  ways,  achieved  success  that  identified  their 
names  with  some  great  commercial,  industrial  or 
financial  enterprise.  These  are  the  men  who  have 
been  the  representative  New  Englanders,  the  highest 
type  of  American  citizen. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  finer  example  of  this 
type  than  that  presented  through  several  generations 
of  the  Morse  family  of  Putnam,  Connecticut,  and 
particularly  represented  by  a  worthy  scion  of  this 
family,  Augustus  Irving  Morse,  who  assumed  the 
responsibilities  of  the  business  founded  by  his  grand¬ 
father  and  enlarged  by  his  father,  and  which  he  carried 
forward  successfully  through  a  long  period  of  years. 
He  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the  immigrant, 

Samuel  Morse,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1585, 
and  died  at  Medfield,  Massachusetts,  in  1654.  With  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  and  his  son  Joseph,  he  came  from 
England  in  1635  in  the  ship  Increase,  and  was  one  of 
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the  founders  of  Dedham,  Massachusetts.  In  that 
town,  Samuel  Morse  was  one  of  the  important  citizens, 
and  served  in  several  public  offices.  His  son, 

Joseph  Morse,  was  born  in  1615  and  died  in  1654. 
He  married  in  1638,  Hannah  Phillips  of  Watertown, 
and  she  died  in  1676.  Their  son, 

Jeremiah  Morse,  was  born  April  10,  1651,  and 
died,  February  19,  1715.  He  was  a  wheelwright  by 
occupation.  His  son, 

Jeremiah  Morse,  2nd,  was  born  October  31, 1679, 
and  died  October  10,  1717.  He  married,  November  10, 
1700,  Mehetabel  Cheney,  and  she  died  in  October,  1727. 
They  lived  at  various  times  in  Medfield  and  Oxford, 
Massachusetts. 

JosiAH  Morse,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Mehetabel 
(Cheney)  Morse,  was  born  July  1,  1701,  and  was  the 
father  of 

JosiAH  Morse,  who  was  born  January  31,  1728 
and  lived  in  Walpole  and  Sharon,  Massachusetts. 
His  son. 
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Oliver  Morse,  was  a  resident  of  Foxboro,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  he  married  Waitstill  Stratton.  Their 
son, 

Milton  Stratton  Morse,  was  born  December 
25,  1799,  in  Foxboro,  and  later  went  to  Wrentham, 
where  he  was  employed  in  a  cotton  factory.  His  first 
work  consisted  of  picking  the  cotton  and  placing  it  on 
cards.  Following  this,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  black¬ 
smith,  but  returned  home  again  when  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  His  parents  were  living  at  that  time  in 
Attleboro,  and  for  a  time  he  remained  at  home  helping 
his  father  about  the  farm.  Then  he  went  to  Pawtucket 
where  he  obtained  work  braiding  straw  and  picking 
cotton.  In  1815,  he  went  to  Foxboro  and  lived  with  an 
uncle,  and  a  year  later  went  to  Attleboro  where  he 
worked  in  a  cotton  mill.  So  well  did  he  perform  his 
duties  at  this  time  that  he  was  promoted  to  overseer 
of  the  card  room,  and  this  may  be  marked  as  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  success  which  crowned  his  years  at  the 
close  of  his  life. 

Not  content  with  mastering  the  details  of  the 
duties  assigned  to  him,  Mr.  Morse  constantly  sought 
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to  improve  his  knowledge  and  to  improve  upon  meth" 
ods  then  in  use.  His  next  step  was  an  appointment 
as  manager  of  a  mill  at  North  Attleboro  and  there 
he  instructed  inexperienced  workmen  in  the  busi«- 
ness  of  threadmaking.  This  mill  was  operated  in 
competition  to  the  Coates  mill  and  when  we  learn 
that  the  management  of  this  mill  was  very  success-^ 
ful  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Morse,  some  idea  of 
his  ability  can  be  obtained.  After  a  few  more  years* 
experience  as  manager  of  other  mills,  Mr.  Morse  em 
gaged  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He  pur-* 
chased  the  Abbott  Run  Mills  at  Cumberland  and, 
after  installing  new  machinery  and  making  other 
improvements,  he  continued  to  climb  the  ladder  of 
success  in  the  operation  of  these  mills. 

In  1844,  the  machinery  from  the  Valley  Falls  mill 
was  removed  to  a  mill  at  Putnam,  Connecticut,  which 
was  then  owned  by  George  C.  Nightingale  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  Four  years  later,  more  machinery  was  brought 
to  another  mill,  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Nightingale 
and  S.  Dorr,  Jr.,  a  partnership  was  formed  and  a 
successful  manufacturing  business  carried  on,  with  each 
passing  year  marking  progress  and  development. 
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In  this  way  we  come  to  the  year  1862,  when  Mr. 
Morse  and  his  brother  purchased  a  mill  at  Holden  and 
also  at  Farmersville,  Massachusetts.  After  a  time  the 
latter  mill  was  sold  and  Mr.  Morse  became  sole  owner 
of  the  former,  and  this  mill  he  continued  to  operate 
with  his  usual  success  until  his  death. 

In  1872,  the  firm  of  Morse  &  Nightingale  built  the 
Powhatan  Mill,  and  this  mill  was  also  under  his  manage¬ 
ment  until  the  accident  which  caused  his  death,  May 
17,  1877.  The  history  of  the  development  of  the 
cotton  industry  is  closely  interwoven  with  the  history 
of  Mr.  Morse  and  much  credit  is  due  to  him  for  his  well 
directed  industry.  Mr.  Morse  married,  September 
30,  1824,  Susanna  Blake  of  Wrentham,  Massachusetts, 
and  among  their  children,  the  next  in  line  of  descent  was 

George  Milton  Morse,  who  was  born  in  Central 
Falls,  Rhode  Island,  August  25,  1830.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  Providence,  and  when  the  business 
was  established  in  Putnam,  he  worked  there  as  a  clerk 
in  the  company  store.  In  1850,  he  located  permanently 
in  Putnam  and  began  to  prepare  himself  to  take  over 
some  of  the  responsibility  of  the  business. 
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In  1854,  he  was  made  Superintendent  of  the  Morse 
Mills  and  continued  in  this  position  until  1877,  when 
he  assumed  entire  charge  and  direction  of  the  business. 
In  that  same  year  he  succeeded  his  father  as  president 
and  also  became  the  agent  of  the  company.  It  was 
under  his  own  supervision  that  the  Powhatan  Mills 
were  erected  and  his  years  of  experience  enabled  him 
to  shoulder  the  responsibilities  which  came  to  him 
upon  the  death  of  his  father.  He  was  president  of  the 
Morse  and  Powhatan  Companies  as  well  as  treasurer 
of  the  Abbott  Run  Mills.  He  was  a  third  owner  and 
manager  of  the  Holden  Mills,  at  Holden,  Massachusetts, 
and  sold  these  interests  in  1893. 

As  was  characteristic  of  the  Morse  men,  George 
Milton  Morse  was  a  citizen  of  the  highest  type; 
he  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  was  on  two  different 
occasions  a  representative  to  the  General  Legislature, 
in  1891  and  1896.  At  this  time  he  served  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  constitutional  amendments,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  finance.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  building  committee  of  the  Putnam 
High  School  and  was  ever  an  advocate  of  better  educa^ 
tion.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
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Putnam  and  served  as  deacon.  In  many  ways  he 
promoted  the  interests  of  the  church  and  was  the 
direct  cause  of  many  being  brought  within  its  fold. 
One  of  the  notable  deeds  which  should  be  credited  to 
Mr.  Morse  was  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  and  the 
erection  thereon  of  suitable  buildings  for  a  camp 
meeting  ground,  which  aided  materially  in  the  moral 
uplift  of  Windham  County. 

Mr.  Morse  married,  April  13,  1851,  Melora 
Whitney,  daughter  of  Whitford  and  Mehetable  (Hop¬ 
kins)  Whitney,  who  on  the  maternal  side  descended 
from  Thomas  Hopkins,  an  early  settler  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

Augustus  Irving  Morse,  son  of  George  Milton 
and  Melora  (Whitney)  Morse,  was  born  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  December  8,  1855  and  died  in  Putnam, 
Connecticut,  February  11,  1915.  After  completing  his 
formal  education,  he  entered  his  father’s  business  and 
under  the  latter’s  able  direction  soon  was  able  to  fulfill 
the  duties  of  one  of  the  more  important  positions  in 
the  mills.  He  worked  through  the  various  departments, 
gradually  taking  on  more  responsibility  until  in  1893, 
he  assumed  entire  charge. 
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While  the  business  was  already  established,  it 
required  a  man  of  business  acumen  and  foresight  to 
conduct  it  in  a  manner  that  would  spell  development 
and  progress,  and  in  this,  Mr.  Morse  fulfilled  the 
tradition  of  the  three  generations. 

Not  only  was  he  very  keen  to  provide  the  latest 
and  best  machinery,  but  he  was  also  thoughtful  and 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  employees.  Those 
who  worked  in  his  mills  soon  realized  that  they  had  in 
him  a  friend  and,  naturally  this  knowledge  caused  them 
to  give  the  best  of  their  ability  to  his  interests  which 
resulted  in  mutual  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Morse  married,  January  6,  1879,  at  Cranston, 
Rhode  Island,  Annie  Goddard  Dyer,  daughter  of 
Samuel  F.  and  Sally  (Austin)  Dyer  of  North  Kingston, 
Rhode  Island.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter 
Lelia,  born  in  Putnam,  Connecticut,  September  14, 
1879;  married,  November  19,  1903,  Leon  Townley 
Wilson.  Children:  Esther  Morse,  born  October  14, 
1904;  Leon  Townley,  Jr.,  born  December  16,  1905; 
Corinne  Marcella,  born  November  23,  1907;  Augustus 
Morse,  born  March  10, 1911. 
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RAFTERY 


The  pages  of  biography  tell  the  story  of  men’s 
lives,  of  their  achievements  and  their  hopes  and 
dreams.  To  read  such  a  story  of  a  life  well  spent 
is  always  an  inspiration  to  the  young  mind.  It  is 
likewise  a  consolation  to  those  more  mature  to  learn 
that  there  is  a  reward  to  the  courageous  and  am¬ 
bitious  man.  The  retrospect  of  a  life  well  lived  is 
the  finest  heritage  a  man  can  leave  to  those  who  come 
after  him. 

Such  a  life  was  that  of  the  Reverend  Oliver 
Henry  Raftery,  for  many  years  the  beloved  rector 
of  Trinity  Church  in  Portland,  Connecticut. 

Oliver  Henry  Raftery  was  born  May  31, 
1853,  at  Achill  Island,  northern  Ireland,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  Raftery.  Thomas  Raftery 
was  for  many  years  a  missionary  in  Ireland. 

Oliver  Henry  Raftery  came  to  New  York  City 
as  a  boy  and  there  he  received  his  elementary  educa¬ 
tion.  Later,  he  entered  the  Episcopal  Academy  at 
Cheshire,  Connecticut,  having  long  since  decided  on 
the  ministry  as  his  life’s  work  and  profession.  In 
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1869,  Dr.  Raftery  graduated  from  this  school  and 
entered  Trinity  College  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1873,  and  was  vale¬ 
dictorian  of  his  class.  Thence  he  went  to  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  and  entered  upon  his  final 
course  of  study  at  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1876. 

The  same  year  Dr.  Raftery  was  ordained  deacon 
in  Holy  Trinity  Church  at  Middletown,  and  priest 
in  1877.  From  1876  to  1886,  he  was  rector  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church  at  Cheshire,  and  during  this  decade 
performed  the  duties  incumbent  on  his  oflSce  in  a 
very  commendable  manner.  In  the  latter  year  he 
received  a  call  from  Trinity  Church  in  Portland, 
which  he  accepted,  and  where  he  continued  to 
minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  people  for 
thirty-three  years.  He  was  a  true  soldier  of  Christ 
and  had  a  natural  talent  for  directing  and  helping 
those  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  immortal 
soul.  He  came  to  Trinity  Church  as  a  young  man 
and  the  best  years  of  his  active  life  were  given  those 
entrusted  to  his  care.  Many  of  those  of  his  congre- 


I 


RAFTERY 


gation,  who  were  his  contemporaries  when  he  came 
in  their  midst,  grew  old  along  with  him  with  the 
passing  of  the  years,  and  grew  nearer  to  God  and 
salvation  through  his  teachings  and  his  precept. 

Those  who  were  children  when  Dr.  Raftery  as¬ 
sumed  the  responsibility  of  his  stewardship  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  under  his  guidance.  There 
are  many  among  them  who  are  today  better  citizens 
of  their  community  and  of  their  state,  better  fathers 
and  mothers,  because  of  the  teaching  and  instruction 
received  from  him  in  their  youth. 

Dr.  Raftery  died  May  17,  1919,  at  Portland, 
Connecticut,  and  in  the  church  where  he  labored  so 
well  and  so  long,  a  tablet  to  his  memory  was  unveiled, 
placed  there  as  a  silent  testimonial  to  the  esteem,  ap¬ 
preciation  and  love  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
people.  It  was  particularly  fitting  that  the  sermon 
on  this  occasion  was  delivered  by  a  former  classmate, 
the  Reverend  Frederick  W.  Harriman,  D.  D.,  rector 
emeritus  of  Grace  Church,  Windsor. 

Dr.  Raftery  was  several  times  honored  with 
ofiices  of  trust  and  honor  outside  of  his  own  particu- 
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lar  field  and  served  as  Deputy  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ventions  from  1895  to  1907.  He  was  Archdeacon 
of  Middlesex  County  from  1898  to  1918,  and  in  this 
oflSce,  he  wrought  much  good  and  brought  great 
satisfaction  to  those  who  placed  him  there. 

He  took  a  keen  interest  in  civic  matters,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Portland  School  Board  and  a  director 
of  the  Buck  Library.  His  fraternal  affiliations  were 
with  the  Masonic  Order,  and  he  was  a  member  of 
Warren  Lodge,  No.  51,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Psi  LFpsilon 
Fraternity. 

Dr.  Raftery  married  (first)  in  June,  1881,  Mary 
E.  Clark,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  N.  Clark  of 
Augusta,  Georgia.  She  died  in  October,  1882,  and 
he  married  (second)  January  7,  1891,  Adelaide 
Emery  Brainerd,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Amelia 
Ann  (Davis)  Brainerd  of  Portland.  Children: 
Harold,  a  graduate  of  Salisbury  School  and  Trinity 
College.  He  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War.  Elizabeth,  a  graduate  of  West- 
over  School  and  of  Wellesley  College. 
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The  Brainerd  family  has  long  been  settled  in 
Middlesex  County,  and  was  founded  in  America  by 
Daniel  Brainerd,  who  settled  in  Haddam,  Connecti¬ 
cut  in  1661.  The  line  descends  through  his  son, 
James  Brainerd,  his  son,  Abijah,  his  son,  Simon,  his 
son,  Silas,  his  son  Erastus  Brainerd. 

Erastus  Brainerd,  son  of  Silas  Brainerd,  lived 
in  the  town  of  Portland,  Connecticut,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  representative  men  of  that  community. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  quarry  business  in 
Portland.  He  married  December  25,  1815,  Mary 
Wells,  daughter  of  James  and  Meribah  (Wells)  Stan- 
cliffe. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Brainerd,  son  of  Erastus 
and  Mary  (Stancliffe)  Brainerd,  was  born  November 
29,  1823,  in  Portland,  and  died  March  1,  1886.  He 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  upon  the 
death  of  the  latter,  assumed  many  of  his  business  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  He  married  March  26,  1851,  Amelia 
Ann,  born  at  Portland,  July  8,  1822,  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Mary  (Diggins)  Davis. 
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Adelaide  Emery  Brainerd,  daughter  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  and  Amelia  Ann  (Davis)  Brainerd, 
married  the  Reverend  Oliver  FJenry  Raftery.  (See 
Raftery) . 
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ROBINS 


I _ HE  surname  Robbins  is  of  ancient  origin 

and  like  Robinson,  is  derived  from  the 
yl^  i  medieval  diminutive  Robin,  a  nickname 
for  Robert. 

Nicholas  Robbins,  the  immigrant  ancestor  of 
the  family  hereinafter  under  consideration,  was  one 
of  the  first  proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts, 
though  no  record  of  his  residence  there  is  found.  He 
was  a  shoemaker  and  owned  land  in  Cambridge, 
which  he  sold  about  1638.  In  the  same  year  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  where  he  is  on 
record  as  having  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  October 
4  1638.  His  will,  which  is  dated  December  9,  1650, 
mentions  Kis  wife  and  children.  Nicholas  Robbins 
married  Ann,  surname  unknown. 

John  Robbins,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Ann  Robbins, 
was  living  in  Duxbury  in  1661  and  later  removed 
to  Bridgewater.  He  married,  December  14,  1665, 
Jehosobeth  Jourdaine. 

Jeduthan  Robbins,  son  of  John  and  Jehosobeth 
(Jourdaine)  Robbins,  was  born  January  11,  1667,  in 
Bridgewater.  He  married  in  1694,  Hannah  Pratt. 
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Lemuel  Robins,  son  of  Jeduthan  and  Hannah 
(Pratt)  Robbins,  was  the  first  to  change  the  spelling 
of  the  name.  He  was  born  April  20,  1715,  in 
Plympton,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  1786.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  November  15,  1737,  Esther  Dunham,  born  in 
1720,  died  in  1770,  daughter  of  Michajah  and 
Elizabeth  (Lazell)  Dunham. 

Ephraim  Robins,  son  of  Lemuel  and  Esther 
(Dunham)  Robins,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  March  7,  1752,  and  died  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  June  30,  1829.  Record  of  him  is  found 
in  Windham,  Connecticut,  in  1772,  in  Mansfield, 
Connecticut,  in  1776,  and  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  in 
1786.  He  was  engaged  in  various  business  enterprises 
until  1798,  when  he  retired  and  removed  to 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  became  an 
influential  man.  In  the  "History  of  Hartford  County, 
Connecticut”,  by  J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  record  of  him  is  found  i  Deacon  Ephraim 
Robins  supplied  the  pulpit  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Hartford,  after  1801.” 
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Ephraim  Robins  married  Abigail  Caulkins, 
daughter  of  Solomon  and  Abigail  (Skiff)  Caulkins. 

Gurdon  Caulkins  Robins,  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Abigail  (Caulkins)  Robins,  was  born  in  Suflfield, 
Connecticut,  February  6,  1786,  and  died  in 

Hartford,  Connecticut,  February  4,  1864.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Hartford  and  later  of  East  Windsor, 
Connecticut. 

He  married,  October  7,  1809,  Julia,  daughter  of 
Captain.  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Collins)  Savage  of 
Middletown,  Upper  Houses,  now  Cromwell,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Reverend  Henry  Ephraim  Robins,  son  of 
Gurdon  Caulkins  and  Julia  (Savage)  Robins,  was 
born  September  30,  1 827,  in  Hartford  and  died  April 
23,  1917,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute  in  SuflGleld  and  at  Fairmount  Theological 
Seminary,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  Newton 
Theological  Seminary  in  1861.  After  his  ordination 
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to  the  Baptist  Ministry  in  Hartford,  December  6, 
1861,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Central  Baptist 
Church,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  remained 
until  1867.  From  1867-1873  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Robins  was  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Rochester,  New  York. 

In  1873,  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  Colby 
University,  Water ville,  Maine,  and  until  1882  suc¬ 
cessfully  administered  the  affairs  of  the  College.  In 
that  year  he  resigned  and  became  professor  of 
Christian  Ethics  at  Rochester  Theological  Seminary, 
now  The  Colgate-Rochester  Divinity  School,  but 
because  of  ill  health  was  unable  to  engage  in  the 
active  work  of  teaching.  He  continued  to  occupy  the 
chair  of  Christian  Ethics  until  1903. 

He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  from  the 
University  of  Rochester  in  1868  and  in  1890,  Colby 
University  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

From  1903  to  1917,  Dr.  Robins  was  engaged  in 
literary  work,  and  wrote  several  excellent  works  on 
Christian  Ethics  and  Theology.  Among  his  more 
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important  compositions  may  be  mentioned  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  "Harmony  of  Ethics  with  Theology” 
(1891) ;  "The  Christian  Idea  of  Education  as  Dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  Secular  Idea  of  Education” 
(1895),  and  "Ethics  of  the  Christian  Life”  ( 1904) . 

Dr.  Robins  was  also  a  brilliant  business  man  and  in 
1873,  while  in  Rochester,  organized  an  investment 
business  for  the  investment  of  his  private  means  and 
those  of  members  of  his  family.  This  business  was 
later  taken  over  by  his  son,  who  conducted  it  suc¬ 
cessfully  until  his  death  in  1923.  (See  Kingman  Nott 
Robins) . 

From  the  address  of  President  A.  H.  Strong  of  the 
Rochester  Theological  Seminary: 

''Seldom  has  a  church  been  better  prepared  to 
receive  a  new  pastor,  than  this  church  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  call  and  to  welcome,  as  its  eighth  pastor, 
the  Reverend  Henry  E.  Robins,  D.  D.,  of 
Newport,  Rhode  Island.  Mature  in  his  convic¬ 
tions,  of  fervid  nature,  with  business  experience, 
great  executive  ability  and  unwavering  strength 
of  will.  Doctor  Robins  seemed  to  have  come  to 
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the  kingdom  for  just  such  a  time  as  this.  He 
labored  with  us  for  five  intense  years,  when 
he  left  us  to  become  President  of  Colby 
University  in  the  State  of  Maine.  I  cannot  praise 
too  highly  the  vigor  of  the  spirituality  of  his 
ministry.  Those  five  years  left  permanent  impress 
upon  Christian  character.  In  1869  there  was  a 
new  stirring  in  the  hearts  of  God’s  people,  and 
112  were  added  to  the  church.  The  chief  external 
mark  of  progress  was  the  building  of  the  rear 
part  of  a  new  house  of  worship.” 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  upon  Dr. 

Robins’  resignation  as  president  of  Colby  University: 

*'At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Colby  University  held  in  Waterville,  February 
14,  1882,  the  following  communication  from 
President  Robins  was  received: 

"To  the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Colby  University 

"Gentlemen: 

"The  purpose  of  this  communication  has 
already  been  made  known  to  you  by  the  terms 
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of  the  call  in  compliance  with  which  you  are 
here  assembled. 

'‘Accepting,  at  your  request,  a  leave  of  absence 
from  my  post  from  the  close  of  the  first  session 
of  the  last  academical  year,  I  returned  to  my 
College  duties,  as  you  are  aware  at  the  last  Com¬ 
mencement.  So  much  was  I  encouraged  by  the 
gain  in  strength  which  I  had  made,  that  I 
arranged  my  affairs  for  an  indefinite  continuance 
of  my  relation  to  the  college.  During  the  first  two 
months  of  the  opening  session  of  the  current 
academical  year,  my  health  seemed  finer  than  for 
the  period  of  a  year  before  I  was  compelled  to 
suspend  work.  But  after  that  time  vigor 
gradually  declined  under  the  exacting  demands 
of  my  office,  until  I  was  forced,  about  one  week 
after  the  beginning  of  the  second  (short)  session 
to  give  up  the  daily  recitations  of  the  Seniors  in 
Political  Economy  to  Dr.  Smith  who  kindly  con¬ 
sented  to  assume  the  burden,  and  to  confine 
myself  to  the  work  of  general  administration.  I 
had  previously  communicated  to  certain  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  my  fear  that  I  should  be  again 
forced  to  succumb,  and  my  conviction  that  in 
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such  case  the  best  course  for  me  and  the  interests 
involved  would  be  an  immediate  severance  of 
my  connection  with  the  College.  My  subsequent 
experience  has  confirmed  me  in  my  fear  and  in 
my  conviction.  I  am  persuaded  that  even  if  my 
health  should  be  measurably  restored  by  a  rest  of 
still  longer  duration,  it  would  not  be  prudent 
for  me  ever  again  to  assume  so  weighty  responsi¬ 
bilities  which  require  for  their  proper  discharge 
the  best  and  constant  efforts  of  a  vigorous  man, 
not  to  say  of  two  men  in  one. 

have  to  beg,  therefore,  and  not  without 
profound  sensibility  that  you  will  appoint  a 
Committee  to  arrange  the  detail  of  my  release 
from  the  office  with  which  you  have  so  long 
honored  me.  How  I  have  discharged  its  duties, 
it  is  not  for  me  to  judge,  it  is  fitting  that  I  should 
say  only  that  I  have  done  all  that  was  in  my 
power  to  advance  the  high  interests  committed 
to  my  trusts.  Let  me  add  that  having  put  so 
many  of  the  best  years  of  my  life  into  the  work 
of  the  College,  I  cannot  fail  to  be  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  hereafter  for  its  Welfare. 

‘Will  the  members  of  the  Board  accept  my 


ROBINS 


thanks  for  all  the  courtesies  which  I  have  received 
at  their  hands. 

Very  resp’y> 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  E.  Robins. 

Waterville,  Maine,  February  14,  1882.” 

*'The  Communication  was  referred  to  a  Com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Butler,  Ricker  and 
Small  —  which  Committee  subsequently  made 
the  following  report: 

*'The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Colby  University 
to  Rev.  Henry  E.  Robins,  D.  D. 

''Honored  and  Dear  Sir: 

"Permit  us  to  tender  to  you  the  subjoined 
expression  of  the  sentiments  and  reflections 
which  the  event  of  the  hour  has  awakened. 

"With  unfeigned  regret  the  Trustees  have 
voted  to  accept  your  resignation  of  the  Presi¬ 
dency  of  Colby  University.  We  deplore  the 
recurrence  of  such  a  failure  of  health  as  con¬ 
strains  you  unconditionally  to  surrender  this 
trust,  and  to  retire  from  a  sphere  of  usefulness 
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so  congenial  to  your  tastes  and  to  which  you 
have  proved  yourself  so  well  adapted.  We  regard 
it  as  a  severe  affliction,  that  our  cherished 
Institution  and  the  cause  of  sound  learning  and 
Christian  culture  should  thus  be  deprived  of  the 
services  of  one  whose  achievements  have  placed 
him  among  our  most  successful  educators. 

*'You  assumed  the  Presidency  of  our  Uni¬ 
versity  at  a  critical  epoch.  The  currents  of 
opinion  and  the  concurrence  of  events  were 
demanding  a  progressive  movement,  a  higher 
aim,  more  thorough  work,  and  more  compre¬ 
hensive  discipline.  You  brought  to  this  position 
a  clear  and  lofty  ideal  of  the  legitimate  purpose 
and  mission  of  such  an  institution,  and  definite 
views  respecting  the  means  and  methods  by 
which  they  may  be  accomplished.  To  the  pursuit 
of  these  ends  you  have  devoted  yourself  with  an 
enthusiasm  and  persistency  which  have  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  friends  of  the  University, 
lifted  it  in  the  estimation  and  confidence  of  the 
public  and  rendered  the  period  of  your  Presi¬ 
dency  one  of  unprecedented  progress.  Your 
efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  scholarship  and 
of  moral  training  and  to  produce  a  sound  sym¬ 
metrical  character  by  the  proper  combination 
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of  intellectual  and  Christian  culture  have  met 
with  gratifying  success.  The  fervid  enunciation 
of  your  views  has  often  stirred  deeply  the 
spirits  of  the  friends  of  liberal  learning,  and 
your  administration  has  demonstrated  the  feasi¬ 
bility  of  those  views  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  may  be  carried  out. 

'Tt  fills  us  with  sorrow  that  you  should  be 
compelled  to  abandon  this  enterprise  while  the 
tide  of  success  is  still  rising,  and  that  our 
official  intercourse  which  your  spirit  and  bear¬ 
ing  have  always  rendered  delightful  should  be 
interrupted.  We  trust  that  rest  may  restore  you 
completely  to  health,  and  that  for  you  a  life  work 
may  be  consummated  which,  in  quality  and 
proportions  may  full  match  its  beginning.” 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Colby  College  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Robins: 

*'At  the  spring  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Colby  College,  1917,  announcement 
was  made  of  the  death  of  a  former  President 
of  the  University,  Dr.  Henry  E.  Robins. 
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"Dr.  Edwin  C.  Whittemore,  Dr.  Charles  E. 
Owen  and  Mr.  William  C.  Crawford  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draft  a  resolution  con¬ 
cerning  the  life  and  service  of  Dr.  Robins. 

"Subsequently  the  following  minute  was 
approved: 

"The  Trustees  of  Colby  College  desire  to 
express  their  keen  regret  at  the  death  of  Dr. 
Henry  E.  Robins,  who  from  the  year  1873  to 
1882  was  the  eJBScient  President  of  this  College. 
At  his  resignation  the  Trustees  spread  upon  the 
record  their  high  appreciation  of  the  work  which 
he  did  in  the  development  of  the  College  and  of 
his  high  character  and  influence  as  an  educator 
of  lofty  Christian  ideals.  At  that  time,  however, 
it  was  only  dimly  seen  that  with  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  President  Robins  the  College  had  taken 
a  new  departure  and  was  facing  a  new  future. 

"Dr.  Robins  speedily  won  and  always  kept 
the  entire  confidence  of  Christian  business  men 
and  in  such  confidence  they  made  large  material 
contributions  to  the  College.  This  made  possible 
the  broadening  of  courses  in  education  but  the 
desire  of  the  President  was  that  the 
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moral  life  of  the  College  should  be  kept  on  the 
highest  plane.  He  regarded  himself  as  charged 
with  an  almost  parental  responsibility  for  the 
students  committed  to  his  care. 

'*Of  the  work  of  President  Robins,  President 
Albion  W.  Small  said,  *the  progress,  plans,  and 
improvements  of  the  later  years  are  developments 
of  the  policy  that  was  then  proposed.’  One  of 
those  projects  was  the  endowment  of  three 
academies  in  different  parts  of  the  State  which 
should  be  affiliated  with  Colby  and  in  this  Presi¬ 
dent  Robins  took  a  leading  and  indispensable 
part. 

**After  his  withdrawal  from  Colby  as  a 
measure  of  health  returned  President  Robins 
became  a  teacher  in  Rochester  Theological 
Seminary  and  was  the  author  of  important  books 
in  Christian  Ethics  and  Theology.  His  work  in 
accord  with  the  language  of  the  Trustees  in  the 
resolution  of  1882  was  consummated  in  quality 
and  proportion  which  matched  its  eminent 
beginning. 

'The  Trustees  of  Colby  College  would  express 
their  unanimous  appreciation  of  the  long  and 
important  service  of  this  eminent  educator. 
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powerful  preacher  and  great  Christian  and 
would  express  to  his  family  their  utmost 
sympathy.” 


Reverend  Dr.  J.  W.  A.  Stewart  of  Rochester,  for 
many  years  Dr.  Robins’  pastor  and  intimate  friend 
writes  the  following: 


"As  Dr.  Strong  remarks,  Dr.  Robins  was  *of 
fervid  nature’.  He  could  not  be  half-hearted 
about  anything;  he  must  give  himself  wholly  or 
not  at  all.  He  lived  the  strenuous  life.  Con¬ 
sequently  his  strength  was  well  spent  when  he 
was  only  about  sixty  years  of  age.  Through 
great  care  he  lived  on  thirty  years  more,  reading, 
writing,  receiving  friends,  going  out  to  church 
and  to  mix  with  friends,  eager  in  conversation, 
interested  in  politics  and  world  movements, 
supremely  interested  in  ethics  and  theology,  and 
in  the  work  of  the  church  at  home  and  abroad. 
One  came  away  from  an  hour’s  talk  with  him  in 
his  study,  stimulated,  informed,  elevated. 
Though  not  large  in  stature  he  was  a  man  of 
marked  dignity  in  appearance  and  deportment. 
No  one  would  think  of  trifling  with  him.  He  was 
possessed  of  rich  intelligence;  a  talk  with  him 
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was  always  worth  while.  The  outstanding  thing 
about  him  was  his  moral  character  and  his 
religious  life.  As  pastor  it  was  a  great  boon  to 
have  a  man  like  him  in  the  church.  It  might  be 
said  that  he  almost  ruled  the  church  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  character  and  the  weight  of  his 
wisdom  and  his  testimony.  He  enriched  the  life 
of  many  by  their  fellowship  with  him.  He  com¬ 
manded  respect  from  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
genuinely  'a  man  of  God’.  I  am  always  thankful 
that  I  had  him  for  a  friend.  Not  many  like  him.” 

Reverend  Dr.  Henry  Ephraim  Robins  married 
(first),  August  11,  1864,  Martha  J.  Bird,  born 
September  9,  1828,  and  died  July  26,  1867.  They 
were  the  parents  of  Martha  Robins,  born  July  12, 
1867,  and  married,  September  15,  1910,  Augustine 
Washington  Esleeck  of  Greenfield,  Massachusetts. 
Martha  J.  Bird  was  the  daughter  of  the  Reverend 
Isaac  and  Ann  (Parker)  Bird. 

Dr.  Robins  married  (second),  September  4,  1872, 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Professor  John  F.  and 
Catherine  Elizabeth  (Sayles)  Richardson.  She  died 
July  11,  1873. 
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Dr.  Robins  married  (third),  August  7,  1878, 
Cordelia  Ewell,  born  in  Bath,  Maine,  January  8, 
1839,  and  died  April  1,  1888.  They  were  the  parents 
of  Kingman  Nott  Robins,  of  whom  further.  Cordelia 
Ewell  was  the  daughter  of  Handel  Gershom  and 
Lydia  C.  (Kingman)  Nott. 
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INGMAN  NOTT  ROBINS,  son  of  Rever¬ 
end  Dr.  Henry  Ephraim  and  Cordelia 
Ewell  (Nott)  Robins,  was  born  in  Water- 
ville,  Maine,  September  7,  1881,  and 
died  in  Rochester,  New  York,  February  5,  1923.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Worcester  Academy  and  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  University  with  cum  laude 
in  1904.  He  then  entered  the  investment  business 
established  by  his  father  and  developed  from  it  the 
Associated  Mortgage  Investors,  of  which  he  became 
president  in  1908.  This  organization  under  his 
management  became  highly  successful  and  established 
offices  in  many  of  the  large  cities  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  doing  an  annual  business  of  several 
million  dollars. 

Mr.  Robins  was  a  leader  in  the  business  and  civic 
life  of  Rochester  and  one  of  its  most  public-spirited 
citizens.  His  interests  were  many  and  varied,  but  his 
heavy  responsibilities  did  not  prevent  him  from 
taking  a  keen  interest  in  education,  religion  and 
philanthropy. 

He  was  a  director  of  the  Security  Trust  Company, 
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second  vice-president  of  the  Rochester  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  president  of  the  Farm  Mortgage 
Bankers’  Association  of  America,  vice-president  and 
a  director  of  the  Great  Lakes  Boat  Building  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  a  director  of  the 
W.  C.  Moorehead  Company  of  Milwaukee,  a  director 
of  the  Sibley,  Lindsay  &  Curr  Company,  treasurer  of 
the  University  of  Rochester,  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  Highland  Hospital,  treasurer  of  the 
Provident  Loan  Association,  trustee  and  secretary  of 
Reynolds  Library,  treasurer,  director  and  part  owner 
of  the  Round  T  Ranch  and  Highwood  Land  Com¬ 
pany  of  Alberta,  Canada,  director  of  the  Minneapolis 
Dry  Goods  Company,  director  of  the  Security  Trust 
Company,  Rochester,  director  of  the  Alberta  Flour 
Mills,  Limited,  chairman  of  the  educational  and  pub¬ 
licity  committees,  member  of  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tee,  sub-committee  on  Amending  Federal  Loan  Act, 
in  conference  with  Federal  Farm  Loan  Board  of  the 
Farm  Mortgage  Bankers’  Association  of  America 
(Chicago),  director  of  the  Western  New  York  In¬ 
stitution  for  Deaf  Mutes,  and  Member  of  Rochester 
Anti-Tuberculosis  Committee.  Mr.  Robins  was  very 
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active  in  the  work  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  which  he 
served  as  vestryman,  as  chairman  of  the  vestry’s 
finance  committee  and  at  different  times  served  on 
the  official  board  of  the  diocese  of  western  New  York. 
He  was  a  member  and  director  of  the  University 
Club,  vice-president  of  the  Archaeological  Society, 
member  of  the  American  Economic  Association,  fel¬ 
low  of  the  American  Geographical  Society,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Canadian  Alpine  Club,  National  Club  of 
Toronto,  Harvard  Club  of  New  York,  Genesee  Val¬ 
ley  Club  of  Rochester,  and  American  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science. 

"'Kingman  Nott  Robins  was  a  man  of  high  ideals 
and  during  the  brief  span  of  his  life  won  the  respect 
and  love  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  His 
death  was  a  distinct  loss  and  the  memory  of  his  career 
serves  as  an  example  and  a  challenge.” 

The  following  are  resolutions  adopted  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Robins’  death: 

From  the  University  of  Rochester: 

"As  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  University 
since  1915,  Mr.  Robins  had  given  to  the  institu- 
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tion  he  loved  'unsparingly  o£  his  time  and  means’, 
thus  expressing  the  'deep  interest’  and  confident 
expectations  with  which  he  regarded  our  work 
and  its  possibilities.” 

From  the  Sibley,  Lindsay  &  Curr  Company: 

"Mr.  Robins  was  endowed  with  a  particularly 
clear,  analytical  mind,  carefully  trained,  marked¬ 
ly  successful  in  building  up  the  business  which 
his  father  had  founded,  his  ability  and  judgment 
being  sought  in  many  other  enterprises.  He  was 
keenly  appreciative  of  the  'individual  responsibil¬ 
ity’  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  re¬ 
sponded  cheerfully  to  the  many  demands  for  his 
services.  Few  young  men  have  filled  a  broader 
sphere  in  Rochester,  nor  touched  its  life  at  so 
many  different  angles.” 

From  the  Rochester  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

"He  has  served  the  Rochester  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  many  capacities  and  always  with 
serious  thoughtfulness.  Many  important  commit¬ 
tees  have  had  the  value  of  his  leadership;  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1920,  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  chamber,  and  in  December,  1921, 
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he  was  made  vice-president.  He  believed  pro¬ 
foundly  that  ignorance  of  economic  laws  is  the 
greatest  menace  to  American  Institutions,  and 
he  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  urge  the  need  of 
education  of  all  the  people  in  the  simple  facts 
that  lie  at  the  bottom  of  national  success.” 

From  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association: 

"Mr.  Robins  rendered  most  valuable  service  on 
the  finance,  religious  work,  industrial,  endow- 
*  ment,  building  and  membership  committees,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  chairman  of  the  en¬ 
dowment  committee  and  a  member  of  the 
finance  and  building  committee.  He  had  deep 
religious  convictions,  a  keen  sense  of  justice,  a 
remarkable  grasp  of  financial  problems,  always 
a  readiness  to  bear  more  than  his  share  of  respon¬ 
sibilities,  and  a  great  capacity  for  friendship.” 

From  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Highland  Hos¬ 
pital: 

"For  many  years  a  member  of  this  board,  for 
three  years  an  oflScer,  one  year  of  that  time  serv¬ 
ing  as  president,  Mr.  Robins  gave  ungrudgingly 
of  his  time  and  effort  to  the  upbuilding  of  this 
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institution.  Able,  keen  in  his  perceptions  of  its 
problems,  loyal  to  ideals  and  with  a  high  sense 
of  honor  he  accomplished  much  for  humanity.” 

Mr.  Robins  was  a  recognized  authority  on  eco¬ 
nomic  and  financial  matters.  He  was  frequently  in¬ 
vited  to  contribute  articles  upon  these  subjects  by 
the  editor  of  "Trust  Companies,”  "The  United  States 
Investors”,  "Our  World”,  "Scribner’s  Magazine”, 
and  other  well  known  publications  of  similar  nature, 
articles  in  "Scribner’s”  and  "Our  World”  appearing 
as  late  as  1923.  He  was  the  author  of  "Farm  Mort¬ 
gage  Hand  Book”,  published  in  1916,  and  which  is 
now  in  use  as  a  textbook  in  Harvard  Law  School. 

Kingman  Nott  Robins  married,  April  22,  1913, 
Elizabeth  Adams  Sibley,  daughter  of  Rufus  A.  Sib¬ 
ley,  of  the  Sibley,  Lindsay  &  Curr  Company. 
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''And  he  gave  it  for  his  opinion,  that  whoever 
could  make  two  ears  of  corn,  or  two  blades  of  grass 
grow  where  only  one  grew  before,  would  deserve 
better  of  mankind,  and  do  more  essential  service  to 
his  country,  than  the  whole  race  of  politicians  put 
together.” 

These  immortal  words  of  Jonathan  Swift  are 
especially  applicable  to  the  life  story  of  Thomas 
Roland,  one  of  the  great  horticulturists  of  America. 
Few  men  attain  such  prominence  in  their  chosen  field 
as  did  Thomas  Roland,  and  no  man  was  ever  more 
deserving  of  it. 

Thomas  Roland  was  born  in  Birkenhead,  near 
Liverpool,  England,  in  1863  and  died  in  Nahant, 
Massachusetts,  December  11,  1929.  His  early  educa¬ 
tion  was  limited,  and  as  a  youth,  he  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  who  was  a  private  gardener. 
In  1884,  Thomas  Roland  came  to  the  United  States 
and  loc  ated  in  Nahant,  where  he  was  destined  to  make 
his  name  famous,  not  alone  in  New  England,  but 
throughout  the  entire  country.  He  was  employed  as 
a  private  gardener  until  1891,  when  he  started  the 
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business  of  growing  plants  and  flowers  under  glass,  a 
business  in  which  he  met  with  unusual  success. 

From  a  small  and  modest  beginning  he  gradually 
enlarged  his  facilities  at  Nahant  and  in  19 12  acquired 
land  in  Revere,  where  he  built  three  large  greenhouses 
devoted  to  the  growing  of  Roses  for  the  cut  flower 
market.  The  business  expanded  rapidly  and  other 
houses  were  erected  in  1925  for  the  growing  of 
flowering  plants  and  miscellaneous  cut  flowers  until 
by  1929  his  greenhouses  covered  about  250,000 
square  feet  of  land. 

Mr.  Roland  attained  national  prominence  when  he 
introduced  the  famous  Begonia  Gloire  de  Loraine  and 
he  is  said  to  have  been  the  largest  grower  of  this  plant 
in  the  country.  The  beauty  of  his  Acacias,  Roses  and 
Orchids  attracted  wide  attention  at  the  flower  shows 
throughout  the  United  States  and  the  excellence  of 
the  Roland  flowers  today  pay  silent  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

The  growing  of  Acacias  was  a  hobby  with  Mr. 
Roland.  He  began  with  a  small  collection,  acquired 
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from  a  private  conservatory  in  Maine,  to  which  he 
added  new  varieties  from  Australia,  Europe  and 
California.  He  took  great  pleasure  and  pride  in 
exhibiting  this  collection,  and  his  displays  were  the 
features  at  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society 
Shows,  the  National  Flower  Shows  in  most  of  our 
large  cities  and  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  in 
San  Francisco  in  1915. 

In  later  years  he  started  collecting  and  growing 
Orchids  as  a  hobby.  This  venture  grew  slowly  at  first, 
but  since  1925  has  developed  into  one  of  the  major 
departments  of  the  business.  Cypripediums  were  his 
special  favorites  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  there 
were  more  than  five  hundred  varieties  of  these 
"Lady’s  Slipper”  Orchids  in  his  collection. 

Mr.  Roland’s  flower  show  activities  brought  him 
many  awards  from  various  horticultural  societies.  His 
trophies  include  thirty-eight  Gold  Medals,  three  gold 
vases,  twenty  Silver  Medals  and  nearly  as  many  cups 
and  special  awards  of  silver  plate. 

Mr.  Roland  soon  became  recognized  as  an  out¬ 
standing  horticulturist  and  he  took  a  keen  and  active 
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interest  in  the  various  organizations  identified  with 
the  industry.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  and  for  several  years  prior  to 
his  death  had  served  on  its  important  exhibition  com¬ 
mittee.  He  was  president  of  the  Boston  Flower 
Exchange,  vice-president  of  the  Horticultural  Club 
of  Boston,  former  president  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists,  trustee  of  the  American  Rose 
Society,  member  of  the  American  Carnation  Society, 
the  Boston  Gardeners’  and  Florists’  Club,  and  a 
founder  and  trustee  of  the  American  Orchid  Society. 

Many  high  honors  were  conferred  upon  Mr. 
Roland  in  recognition  of  his  varied  horticultural 
achievements  and  services.  In  1924  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  presented  him  their  Gold  Medal 
"for  Distinguished  Service  to  Horticulture.”  In  1927 
the  Horticultural  Club  of  Boston  gave  him  a  testi¬ 
monial  dinner  which  was  attended  by  many  of  the 
leading  horticulturists  of  the  country.  In  presenting 
a  platinum  watch,  inscribed  with  the  one  word 
"Gentleman”,  Mr.  Albert  C.  Burrage,  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  character- 
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ized  Mr.  Roland  as  "kind  friend,  sound  critic,  nature 
lover,  thorough  student,  tireless  worker,  progressive 
plantsman,  skilled  horticulturist,  able  executive, 
honest  merchant,  fair  judge,  silent  listener,  modest 
speaker,  efficient  committeeman,  courageous  advo¬ 
cate,  fearless  opponent,  conservative  trustee  and  wise 
counselor.”  In  1928  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society  established  a  new  honor:  —  a  gold  medal 
known  as  the  Thomas  Roland  Medal,  to  be  awarded 
"for  skill  in  horticulture”,  and  Mr.  Roland  was  the 
first  to  be  presented  with  this  coveted  prize. 

Mr.  Roland  took  as  much  pride  in  Nahant  as  the 
most  enthusiastic  native  born  citizen.  He  never  would 
consent  to  any  elective  office  except  that  of  Tree 
Warden,  which  office  he  held  for  many  years,  giving 
freely  of  his  time  and  energy.  He  was  a  public 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen  and  Nahant  is  a 
better  and  finer  town  because  of  him. 

He  was  ever  ready  to  help  and  promote  any  worthy 
object  and  was  always  sympathetic  and  appreciative. 
Whenever  his  name  is  brought  to  remembrance,  it  is 
invariably  mentioned  with  words  of  praise  and 
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affection.  Mr.  Roland  was  sensitive  to  beauty  in  all  its 
forms  and  acquired  a  notable  collection  of  paintings 
of  New  England  artists. 

Many  tributes  to  Mr.  Roland’s  character  and 
memory  were  printed  when  the  sad  news  of  his  un¬ 
timely  death  was  received.  The  following  from  the 
pen  of  Albert  C.  Burrage,  president  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Horticultural  Society,  portrays  the  true 
feeling  of  that  entire  organization: 

''Boston  has  lost  one  of  nature’s  noblemen. 
Thomas  Roland,  skilled  plantsman,  honest 
merchant,  true  gentleman,  valued  citizen,  loved 
and  respected  by  thousands.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  and  its 
life  long  friend,  and  a  wise  counsellor  of  the 
varied  horticultural  interests  of  America.  He  was 
an  able,  broadminded  specialist.” 

From  an  editorial  in  the  Boston  Evening 
Transcript: 

"He  was  a  maker  of  new  flowers  and  shrubs  of 
ever  more  wonderful  manifestations  of  beauty. 

For  many  years  his  brain  and  hand  had  served 
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to  make  our  Boston  flower  shows  illustrious 
among  the  exhibitions  of  floral  America.  His 
kindly  and  modest  voice  and  the  whole  sum  of  his 
attainments  were  always  at  the  disposition  of  the 
century-old  Horticultural  Society,  and  his 
marvelous  success  in  growing  Acacias,  Roses, 
Orchids,  Chrysanthemums,  and  indeed  all  other 
flowers  that  our  people  delight  in,  were  always 
open  to  the  emulation  of  other  florists  and  the 
general  public.  He  came  to  this  state  and  this 
city  a  poor  boy  from  England,  and  almost  from 
his  first  day  here  he  went  hungry  in  order  that 
he  might  visit  and  study  every  flower  that  was 
shown  in  the  old  Horticultural  Hall.  Step  by 
step,  he  made  himself  the  leader  in  practical  and 
professional  gardening.  And  not  only  was  he  a 
great  gardener  —  he  was  a  patriotic  citizen,  an 
exemplary  dealer,  an  honest  man  full  of  kindly 
zeal  and  a  born  gentleman.  His  influence  for  good 
and  beauty  in  this  garden  world  of  eastern 
Massachusetts  was  beyond  all  measure.  Happily, 
it  will  remain.  He  will  be  mourned  by  thousands, 
but  there  are  still  his  wonderful  gardens,  in  the 
hands  of  sons  whom  he  has  trained  to  carry 
them  on.  Here  is  a  man  whose  good  will  not  be 
'interred  with  his  bones’.  We  have  but  to  look 
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around  among  the  gardens  and  conservatories 
of  New  England  —  perhaps  we  should  say  of  all 
America  —  to  behold  his  monuments.” 

From  an  editorial  appearing  in  the  Wakefield  Item: 

"Everyone  who  has  attended  the  remarkable 
exhibits  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society  will  recall  the  exceptional  displays  shown 
by  Thomas  Roland  of  Nahant,  for  many  years. 
These  people,  therefore,  noted  with  much  regret, 
a  few  days  ago,  the  passing  away  of  Mr.  Roland 
at  a  Lynn  Hospital.  The  exhibits  arranged  from 
his  extensive  greenhouses  attracted  wide  attention 
and  admiration,  and  the  centennial  exhibition  of 
the  M.  H.  S.  last  Spring  was  notable  by  reason  of 
Mr.  Roland’s  beautiful  specimens.  We  believe 
such  a  man  in  the  course  of  his  career  contributed 
inestimable  happiness  and  gratification  to  the 
community,  and  to  wide  groups  of  nature  lovers. 

The  term  contribution  in  this  sense  has  a  far 
wider  meaning  than  gifts  of  money.  It  may  mean 
the  cheering  up  of  the  ill  or  shut-ins  by  reason 
of  the  beauty  of  nature  as  expressed  in  a  flower, 
or  even  a  sprig  of  acacia;  it  may  mean  an  oral  or 
written  expression  of  friendliness  in  the  way  of 
cheer  or  optimism  from  some  happy  soul  to  the 
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weary;  or  it  may  mean  the  simple  song  of  a 
talented  singer  whose  message  by  way  of  music, 
lightens  the  spirits  or  consoles  the  heavy  heart. 
These  are  all  'contributions’  to  humanity,  and 
whether  a  person  conveys  such  contributions  by 
humble  tasks  or  through  the  skill  of  a  horti¬ 
culturist,  an  actor,  a  preacher,  a  singer  or  by 
other  talented  means  makes  very  little  difference. 
Thomas  Roland  performed  his  task,  and  his 
memory  will  be  cherished  by  people  who 
recognize  the  value  of  a  true  humanitarian,  and 
service  to  mankind.” 

An  excerpt  from  the  editorial  in  the  Boston  Post: 

"There  are  more  sensational  ways  of  attracting 
attention  than  by  making  flowers  more  attrac¬ 
tive,  but  there  are  few  spectacular  careers  which 
make  the  world  a  better  place  to  live  in.  This 
Mr.  Roland  conspicuously  did.  It  was  no  small 
thing  to  have  made  the  gardens  of  America  more 
gay  and  more  beautiful.” 

From  S.  S.  Pennock  of  Philadelphia: 

"It  has  been  my  privilege  for  a  great  many 
years  to  count  among  my  friends  Thomas 
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Roland,  and  he  has  been  a  friend  indeed  to  every¬ 
one  who  knew  him,  always  the  same  kind,  genial 
character,  always  willing  to  help  whenever  he 
could  and  wherever  he  could.” 

From  Charles  H.  Brown  of  New  York  City: 

'*To  know  him  was  to  love  him.  His 
accomplishments,  his  character  and  his  charming 
personality  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him. 
His  example  followed  and  perpetuated  by  those 
who  succeed  him,  will  not  only  glorify  his 
achievements,  but  likewise  retain  for  them  that 
enviable  position  so  long  held  by  him  in  the  field 
of  horticulture.” 

From  William  H.  Hatfield,  Greensboro,  N.  C. : 

"Mr.  Roland  was  a  great  gardener,  a  great 
grower,  a  man  whom  all  lovers  of  plants  delighted 
to  meet.  He  possessed  knowledge  and  skill  and 
freely  shared  the  results  of  his  experiences  with 
others.  Truly  the  ideal,  unselfish  master  of 
flowers.” 

From  Eber  Holmes,  Halifax,  Massachusetts: 

"The  whole  world  is  poorer  after  such  a  loss 


* 


JV  ■i’r 


CK 


.'*.,  '^4iPWT ' • '  '.J'Va .!,.*■'/%•]»  » 


kV*^ 


r»  tt' 


'f 


,-’t»4J 


I 


r^CSBKii.  **li  ■ .  •■;i’'' 


V 

•JiT  J  ^K..  U.u.,  j. 

-.V  .  .  *‘5^ ■’^''*  - 

,  ■;'  '  /Ufi  j''.'£  *i'l'*!(iiilft  4i><]'  .V  r'V^‘  .  ,',  }i: 

f  ‘  '  ■  ^1  ^  ■’  '  ^  ?  '  *"  ■  '  'vJ^  * 

,.,  *fi»  «f  %r{  i(d*«!  '  Mc  V-s ' 

.■.^ir  .r;  ,-4  h-  ; 


>,^4:v:.v: 


■  ;■«"  ^ ;■' .f^'  '  'li'^  ;-.,u.^:^--in-.  ^  n.yri  _  ,J- 

I.  'cin/t  "'■  ’ 

'  a  .»h  T''  ^  .  . .  u 


^  -K  I’  .  9' ,  ^,»,,  *  -  ., , ,  -., . 

''‘  ^.  ‘  'i.:.’.;''^--^  >W»»tr«i;r7  ttii  WtJT^i!  ';’  ''»^V\ 


•{U.JS  1 


TJ,-l  / 


:  '  *  !i  ' 

si 


*\*'  >.  Ld 


j'St.k'i.l't' .'tr'iWp'jH  wcT:! 

vlV'i  BKJi^«j9H>#.  ...  uS3#'\.fl^RU  r 


■':<} 


ROLAND 


and  particularly  so  the  field  of  horticulture.  The 
word  'gentleman’  has  been  applied  to  Mr.  Roland 
and  it  correctly  describes  the  man.  I  can 
personally  testify  to  many  favors  and  much 
kindness  at  his  hands  and  am  proud  to  have  been 
one  of  his  many  friends.  It  was  a  happy  thought 
to  allow  all  his  friends  to  meet  him  at  the  parting 
of  the  ways  in  the  place  where  he  had  worked 
and  spent  so  much  of  his  life  and  everything 
pertaining  to  the  solemn  occasion  was  in  perfect 
and  complete  harmony  with  the  man’s  life  and 
*  in  my  humble  opinion  was  as  he  would  have 
wished  it.” 

The  loving  care,  thought  and  attention  given  to 
the  funeral  rites  resulted  in  a  service,  so  unusual  and 
beautiful  that  a  short  detailed  description  of  it  seems 
most  fitting.  The  last  respects  were  paid  to  Mr. 
Roland  in  the  service  building  of  the  greenhouses 
adjoining  his  home  in  Nahant,  where  the  hushed 
music  of  stringed  instruments  and  his  pet  birds  in  the 
midst  of  growing  flowers  brought  to  mind  the  sing¬ 
ing  in  an  unseen  paradise.  The  acacias  that  he  had 
loved  so  well  were  displayed  on  all  sides.  His  sons. 
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who  were  associated  with  him  in  business,  with 
loving  hands  fashioned  the  pall  of  cypripediums, 
heather  and  acacia  sprays.  Wreaths  and  sprays  of 
flowers,  many  of  them  made  of  orchids,  in  a 
grandeur  of  beauty,  contributions  from  friends  and 
associates,  banked  the  walls  on  all  sides.  Wending  their 
way  through  a  rustic  driveway  past  a  rock  garden, 
to  this  bower  of  floral  beauty,  came  his  friends  from 
near  and  far  to  do  homage  to  him  who  was  beloved 
by  all. 

Mr.  Roland  married,  January  6,  1897,  Abbie  May 
Hood,  daughter  of  Elbridge  Gerry  and  Sophia 
(Dennis  )Hood. 

Mrs.  Roland’s  father  was  born  at  Nahant,  April 
6,  1841,  and  died  January  23,  1902.  He  served  in 
the  Civil  War  as  Captain  of  Company  A,  3  5  th 
Regiment,  Massachusetts  volunteers  and  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  Antietam.  The  ancestry  of 
Mrs.  Roland  can  be  traced  through  four  generations 
in  Nahant  to  John  Hood,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in 
England,  in  1600,  and  was  a  settler  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  in  1638. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children: 

(1)  Robert  H.,  born  October  21,  1897,  now  in 
charge  of  the  business  at  Nahant. 

(2)  Phillips  H.,  born  November  24,  1898,  in  charge 
of  the  greenhouses  at  Revere,  Massachusetts. 

(3)  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  July  12,  1902. 

'  (4)  Richard  H.,  born  August  18,  1908. 

(5)  Flora,  born  March  27,  1911,  a  student  at 
Wellesley  College. 
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Thomas  Roote,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Russel 
Roote,  was  born  in  Badby,  England,  January  16, 
1605,  and  came  to  New  England  in  1637.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Pequot  War  and  was  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  his  name 
appears  on  the  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of 
"The  Founders  of  Hartford”.  The  one  hundred 
names  inscribed  on  this  monument  which  stands  in 
the  center  of  the  ancient  burying  ground  of 
Hartford  represent  the  fountain-head  of  most  of  the 
pure  streams  which  have  carried  American  national 
principles  to  the  furthermost  regions  of  this  country. 

Thomas  Roote  was  a  weaver,  as  well  as  a  farmer, 
and  became  a  proprietor  of  the  town  of  Hartford  in 
1639,  when  a  parcel  of  land  located  on  what  is  now 
North  Main  Street,  and  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
State  House,  was  assigned  to  him.  After  maintaining 
his  residence  in  Hartford  for  fifteen  years  he  re¬ 
moved,  with  his  family,  to  Northampton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  on  May  9,  1654,  settled  in  that  part 
of  the  town  then  known  as  Nonotuck.  The  Colonial 
documents  of  Massachusetts  record  that  in  1659  he 
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was  appointed  selectman  of  the  town  and  also  that 
on  December  7,  1659,  land  was  assigned  to  him.  His 
homestead  was  on  King  Street  and  he  was  one  of  the 
eight  original  members  of  the  Church  of  Nonotuck 
to  which  he  was  admitted  June  18,  1661.  Thomas 
Roote  died  July  17,  1694.  In  his  will  he  names  his 
children  and  mentions  that  he  lived  with  his  son 
Jonathan  on  the  old  homestead.  The  name  of  his  wife 
is  not  known.  The  children  were:  Joseph,  Thomas, 
Jonathan,  Hezekiah,  Jacob  and  Sarah. 

Joseph  Root,  son  of  Thomas  Roote,  was  born  in 
Hartford  in  1640.  He  was  the  first  to  change  the 
spelling  of  the  name  and  removed  with  his  father 
to  Northampton,  where  he  continued  to  live.  His 
land  grant  record  is  dated  February,  1659. 

He  married  (first),  December  30,  1660,  Hannah 
Haynes,  daughter  of  Edward  Haynes,  an  early  settler 
of  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Hannah  (Haynes) 
Root  died  January  28,  1691. 

Joseph  Root  married  (second)  Mary  Holton  Burt, 
daughter  of  William  Holton  and  widow  of  David 
Burt. 
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Joseph  Root  died  April  19,  1711. 

Hezekiah  Root,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
(Haynes)  Root,  was  born  in  Northampton,  January 
1,  1677,  where  he  died  in  1766.  He  married,  March 
23,  1713,  Martha  Bridgman,  who  died  June  4,  1766, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Sheldon)  Bridgman. 

Hezekiah  Root,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Martha 
(Bridgman)  Root,  was  born  January  29,  1714,  in 
Northampton.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Belchertown,  Massachusetts,  having  settled  there 
previous  to  1736,  and  was  a  member  of  the  church 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  Reverend  Justus 
Forward  in  1756. 

He  married  Mary  (Bridgman)  King. 

Elisha  Root,  son  of  Hezekiah,  Jr.,  and  Mary 
(Bridgman)  Kung  Root,  was  born  September  23, 
1744,  in  Belchertown,  where  he  died  in  1817.  He 
took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  1776  and 
1777,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  James 
Hubbard.  In  1766,  he  married  Mary  Cowles,  who 
was  born  September  23,  1742,  and  died  in  1822. 
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Darius  Root,  son  of  Elisha  and  Mary  (Cowles) 
Root,  was  born  in  Belchertown,  November  2,  1767, 
and  died  February  8,  1 847,  in  Ludlow,  Massachusetts. 

He  married  (first) ,  March  21,  1799,  Dorcas  Sikes, 
who  was  born  April  13,  1774,  and  died  in  January, 
1826.  He  married  (second),  December  28,  1828, 
Martha  Green. 

Hezekiah  Root,  son  of  Darius  and  Dorcas 
(Sikes)  Root,  was  born  February  6,  1 803,  in  Ludlow. 
He  was  a  very  prominent  citizen  in  Ludlow,  where 
he  spent  his  entire  life.  For  many  years  he  was  a  lead¬ 
ing  manufacturer  and  acquired  considerable  com¬ 
petence.  He  represented  Ludlow  in  the  Massachusetts 
General  Court  from  1862  to  1865. 

Hezekiah  Root  married  (first),  in  1828,  Sally 
Wetherby.  He  married  (second),  December  15, 
1831,  Maria  Jencks. 

Charles  Benjamin  Jencks  Root,  son  of 
Hezekiah  and  Maria  (Jencks)  Root,  was  born  in 
1846,  in  Ludlow,  and  died  in  Boston  in  1901.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  his  native  city,  and  for 
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many  years,  he  was  the  owner  of  a  general  store  in 
partnership  with  his  brother.  His  later  years  were 
spent  as  a  traveling  salesman,  a  calling  in  which  he 
was  most  successful.  Gifted  with  a  natural  singing 
voice,  Mr.  Root  also  became  well  known  in  vocal 
circles,  and  after  his  removal  to  Boston,  in  1880,  was 
a  soloist  in  several  church  choirs  in  that  city.  In  1873, 
he  married  (first)  Annie  Atchinson,  of  Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts,  who  died  in  Ludlow,  in  1879.  Annie 
Atchinson  (mother  of  Charles  Arthur  Root)  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Edward  Fuller,  who,  with  his 
wife  and  son  Samuel  came  over  in  the  ''Mayflower” 
and  whose  name  is  among  those  on  the  monument  at 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts. 

He  married  (second)  Generva  McLean  of  Spring- 
field. 

Charles  Arthur  Root,  son  of  Charles  Benjamin 
Jencks  and  Annie  (Atchinson)  Root,  was  born  in 
Ludlow,  Massachusetts,  September  11,  1874,  and 
died  in  Weekapaug,  Rhode  Island,  September  25, 
1932.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Ludlow, 
Charlestown  and  Chelsea,  but  his  efforts  in  self 
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improvement  did  not  cease  with  his  elementary  train¬ 
ing;  he  was  a  student  throughout  his  entire  life.  He 
found  his  first  employment  in  a  grocery  store  in 
Groton,  Connecticut,  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  a  short  time  later  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Philadelphia  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  wholesale 
hardware  concern  in  that  city.  He  remained  in 
Philadelphia  one  year  and  then  returned  to  Ludlow 
to  make  his  home  with  his  grandmother. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Root  located  in  Uxbridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  he  was  destined  to  become  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  successful  business  men.  His 
first  position  was  in  the  ofiice  of  the  late  Silas  M. 
Wheelock,  a  prominent  woolen  manufacturer  and 
owner  of  the  Hecla  Mill.  Here  Mr.  Root  worked  his 
way  through  every  department  until  he  had 
thoroughly  mastered  all  the  details  of  woolen  manu¬ 
facturing. 

Mr.  Root  now  began  to  look  about  with  a  view 
of  establishing  a  business  for  himself  and  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  older  and  experienced  manufac¬ 
turers,  he  rented  the  Waucantuck  Mill  at  Wheelocks- 
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ville.  This  mill  had  been  idle  for  many  years  and  was 
entirely  out  of  repair.  Mr.  Root,  with  a  clear  vision 
and  indomitable  courage,  ever  characteristic  of  him 
throughout  his  entire  life,  began  to  recondition  the 
old  mill.  In  a  short  time  he  had  installed  eighteen 
looms  and  began  to  manufacture  cotton  worsteds. 
He  then  sought  the  aid  of  Louis  Bachmann,  a  prom¬ 
inent  textile  commission  merchant  of  New  York,  to 
provide  an  outlet  for  his  product  and  as  he  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  establishing  this  connection,  he  now,  with 
a  waiting  market,  redoubled  his  efforts  to  meet  the 
demand.  Additional  looms  were  installed,  each  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  old  mill  was  put  in  order  and  so  rapidly 
did  the  business  grow  that  the  capacity  of  the  plant 
was  not  adequate  to  meet  the  demand.  He  was  the 
first  to  use  automatic  looms  in  manufacturing 
worsted  and  woolen  goods.  In  1905,  the  business  was 
incorporated  and  a  new  company  formed. 

In  1908,  he  severed  active  relations  with  the  orig¬ 
inal  enterprise  and  became  Treasurer  and  General 
Manager  of  the  Uxbridge  Worsted  Company,  Inc., 
which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


*  ■■  "h  •  '  ■ 

nv  r.  . 

_ .  .  .  -  ■  ^  ' 


','  ■^■’'''■-»'.  ,K4^  ''■  „li4  ,3B,  I'vr  l., 


'll 


V  S  •'  ■' 

i^y 

^  \ 


* '  J'j  .  , 

V  iti 


t’  *  ..V-.  i  J  .x}\  '  ^'•-  •).  '  * 


•i 


.''I'V.'r  '  •  -^  ' 


’•'.'ii  t" 


xJ 

1t  V  .  •> 


»i>jjc.  (/r;  iibiTOiis 


M'^i  .V  ffia,  ,»i(  ,hMl.s!i«*iqrl  cnfe  )j»j,  .■  [.,rl 


%  ■.  :rri  .  ■  if  _  .  -■"  —  '  -  -  -  ..^- 

_  tr'  ifl{».'<ii^4t^’  th^''*(>i!viijf  4  '  '♦■/»*  ^>J  I  '  ' 

V  VvM/  .'-iff,  :';'uJ»W4 

£  'y'V' J.: .  ;  <-.  IA»;. 

r  _  ,  ^  -  ,  V  '  •  \  _t  ._»  -i  •  .  ’  •"  « 


.' ,  '  -  tlii  . 

d' ..  '  Hw 


^V4  jai^ .T0|;i  'fif.  r.*;'  •^. yii.;v'£c.-d 


'<yf{%Qynr 


'^11*  '^  r  .| 

•  *.  '  ^  -  .  ‘  . 

-:a.  ?  ...■rtv,''!  '}^,/-,«4^''/!;/ 


7'  ■ 


■i-  tf  :  ri»lRWHiffU«  'v.j,,  „•;  ,  ;y 


’■  ■■'*  ' hi 


,  *'< 


. '^.J-',‘>1>  ••  ,i  L  '. 


>ff5i  I*  f; 


w  j»V*  ^ 


F> 


/t'' 

I  '  ‘  ■'  ,  t'  i  ’ 

1^' .  1  ■' 


faS  ■  \  '  ^  „  't!l‘.<.,i  4 


.,;■ ;  I 


jik 


f 


ROOT 


In  1908,  the  Uxbridge  Worsted  Company,  Inc., 
purchased  from  J.  R.  and  C.  W.  Scott,  the  property 
known  as  the  old  Capron  Mill,  located  in  the  center 
of  Uxbridge.  The  mill  was  entirely  reconditioned 
and  enlarged  until  today  the  original  building  has 
the  appearance  of  a  small  addition.  This  plant  was 
the  first  operated  by  the  Uxbridge  Worsted  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  but  others  were  gradually  acquired  until 
now  the  company  owns  and  operates  mills  in  Ux¬ 
bridge,  Lowell  and  Millbury,  Massachusetts;  in 
Woonsocket  and  Pascoag,  Rhode  Island,  and  in  Put¬ 
nam,  Connecticut. 

The  success  of  the  Uxbridge  Worsted  Company, 
Inc.,  and  its  rapid  development  has  been  largely  due 
to  Mr.  Root’s  dynamic  energy,  his  extraordinary 
ability  and  keen  foresight. 

Of  him  it  can  truly  be  said  that  he  was  a  self-made 
man. 

A  man  of  marked  intellectual  strength  and  con¬ 
genial  nature,  Mr.  Root  was  a  most  public  spirited 
citizen,  who  could  always  be  depended  upon  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  and  heartily  co-operate  with  any  move- 
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ment  tending  to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  his 
community. 

He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  served  as  town 
auditor  from  1900  to  1904.  He  held  the  office  of 
selectman  of  the  town,  and  in  1904  was  chosen  to 

serve  as  a  member  of  the  school  committee.  He  took 
an  especial  interest  in  the  work  of  this  committee 

and  was  continuously  re-elected,  serving  as  chairman 
for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  was  also  trustee  of 
the  Thayer  School  Fund.  Teachers  and  school  chil¬ 
dren  knew  and  loved  Mr.  Root,  for  his  kind  and 
sincere  interest  in  them.  The  general  public,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  know  that  this  interest  often  involved 
sacrifice  of  valuable  time  and  personal  expense  to  Mr. 
Root,  for  he  was  not  of  the  sort  who  parade  their 
good  works.  It  was  he,  who  equipped  the  school  band 
with  instruments  and  uniforms  and  the  football 
teams  with  complete  outfits.  Many  of  his  kind  acts 
of  individual  assistance  will  never  be  known. 

In  1928,  Mr.  Root  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  that  nominated  President  Hoover.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  and  County  organizations 
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of  the  Republican  Party,  and  in  1921,  served  as 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  for  erecting  the 
World  War  Memorial. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Root  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  Liberty  Loan 
Campaigns,  to  which  he  devoted  his  customary 
energy  with  the  result  that  the  subscriptions  greatly 
exceeded  the  town’s  quota.  In  1927,  the  200th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  town  of  Uxbridge  was  held.  Mr. 
Root  made  a  special  trip  to  the  mother  town  in  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1926,  for  the  express  purpose  of  extending 
an  invitation  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  bicentennial. 
The  program  lasted  three  days  and  its  great  success, 
which  was  directly  due  to  Mr.  Root’s  rare  ability  in 
planning  and  executing  any  project  which  he  under¬ 
took,  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  townspeople. 

Mr.  Root’s  interests  were  many  and  varied.  He  was 
president  of  the  Blackstone  National  Bank  and 
trustee  of  the  Uxbridge  Savings  Bank.  As  a  manufac¬ 
turer  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  England  Council, 
the  Home  Market  Club  of  Boston,  the  National 
Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers;  the  Blackstone 
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Valley  Mills  Association  and  the  Associated  Indus¬ 
tries  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Navy  League,  the  Army  Ordnance  Association  at 
Aberdeen,  Maryland,  and  the  English  Speaking 
Union  of  Boston.  Mr.  Root  was  an  ardent  sportsman 
and  held  membership  in  the  Worcester  County  Fish 
and  Game  Club,  the  Worcester  Pistol  and  Rifle  Club, 
and  the  Miami  Beach  Committee  of  One  Hundred. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  golfer  and  as  such  was  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Worcester  Country  Club,  the  Whitins- 
ville  Country  Club,  the  Magomiscock  Club  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  the  Winnesuket  Country  Club  of  Woonsocket, 
and  the  Misquamicut  Golf  Club  of  Watch  Hill.  As 
a  yachtsman  and  the  proud  owner  of  the  fine  sea¬ 
going  cruiser  "Toorac”,  and  also  a  fishing  boat,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Yachtsman’s  Association  of 
America,  the  W^atch  Hill  Yacht  Club,  the  W^esterly 
Yacht  Club  and  the  Nipmuc  Canoe  Club,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  founders.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Purgatory  Chasm  Reservation  Committee  and 
the  Worcester  Club. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Root  was  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason  and  past  grand  master,  as  well  as  chairman  of 
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the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Uxbridge  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  a  member  of  the  Milford  Lodge  of  Elks. 

In  1922,  Mr.  Root  purchased  a  large  farm,  known 
as  the  Elmwood  Farm  in  the  Wheelocksville  section. 
He  found  great  relaxation  and  much  enjoyment  in 
the  management  and  operation  of  this  property.  He 
was  especially  interested  in  breeding  Brown  Swiss 
cattle,  and  during  the  past  few  years  cattle  from  his 
herd  have  been  exhibited  at  the  large  fairs  through¬ 
out  the  East,  where  they  have  taken  many  prizes. 

The  dairy  connected  with  the  farm,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  state  is  a  model  of  excellence 
where  everything  possible  has  been  done  to  aid  in 
perfect  sanitation.  Mr.  Root  was  elected  president 
of  the  Blackstone  Valley  Agricultural  Society,  and 
served  as  such  for  several  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  organization  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Root  was  a  member  of  the 
Unitarian  Church  of  Uxbridge  and  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  parish  for 
many  years.  He  was  also  the  founder  and  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Uxbridge  Chapter  of  the  Laymen’s 
League. 
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The  following  editorial  is  quoted  from  the  Woon¬ 
socket  Call,  September  28,  1932: 

**One  of  the  most  progressive  Massachusetts 
communities  adjacent  to  Woonsocket  is  the 
town  of  Uxbridge.  Primarily,  it  is  a  textile  cen¬ 
ter,  but  it  is  also  one  of  those  Worcester  County 
communities  of  good  homes,  good  churches,  good 
schools,  and  peaceful,  industrious  good  people. 
There  exists  there  a  community  spirit  which 
makes  for  such  successful  towns  as  Uxbridge 
may  well  lay  claim  to. 

** Uxbridge  today  mourns  as  it  prepares  to  lay 
at  rest,  a  man  who  has  for  years  been  responsible 
for  the  success  of  one  of  its  main  industries,  the 
Uxbridge  Worsted  Company.  But  it  is  not  as  a 
textile  manufacturer  known  all  over  the  country 
that  this  quiet  little  Massachusetts  community 
mourns  the  sudden  passing  of  Charles  A.  Root. 

The  town  mourns  because  it  has  lost  its  outstand¬ 
ing  public  benefactor,  a  man  who  has  done  more 
perhaps  than  any  individual  citizen  to  make  Ux¬ 
bridge  a  progressive  town,  a  town  in  which  peo¬ 
ple  find  contentment  to  live  and  work. 

*'Mr.  Root  had  traveled  extensively  during  a 
lifetime  which  has  been  so  suddenly  cut  short. 
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He  had  business  interests  in  several  States  and 
in  several  towns  and  cities  in  these  States,  but 
Uxbridge  was  his  home  and  he  was  proud  of  it. 
He  was  always  to  be  found  in  the  front  ranks 
when  anything  was  being  sponsored  which  might 
add  to  the  beauty  and  success  of  this  New  Eng¬ 
land  community.  He  gave  unsparingly  of  his 
time — and  he  was  a  busy  man,  especially  in  the 
recent  years  which  have  tried  men’s  souls— and 
of  his  finances  for  the  benefit  of  the  community 
and  the  townspeople. 

‘'As  a  textile  manufacturer,  Mr.  Root  was 
viewed  as  one  a  little  above  the  average.  His  ven¬ 
tures  due  to  the  close  personal  attention  which 
he  always  gave  to  them,  flourished.  As  a  citizen, 
he  was  above  the  average,  too,  for  he  always 
showed  keen  interest  in  anything  which  con¬ 
cerned  the  welfare  of  his  home  town  and  the 
people  with  whom  he  labored,  for  just  as  his  em¬ 
ployees  labored  so  did  he  and  long  hours,  too.  He 
was  always  in  sympathy  with  any  move  which 
might  make  for  better  citizens  and  for  better 
American  communities. 

“It  often  happens  that  a  man  is  not  appre¬ 
ciated  for  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  fellow 
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citizens  until  such  time  as  he  passes  on.  Mr. 
Root’s  efforts  in  behalf  of  Uxbridge  have,  we 
think,  been  appreciated  by  those  among  whom 
he  moved.  His  passing  will  prove  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  town  for  which  he  had  done  so  much.  A 
wide  circle  of  friends — among  those  in  so-called 
high  and  low  places — does  well  to  mourn  the 
passing  of  a  kindly  gentleman,  who,  while  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  success  of  his  textile  manufacturing 
ventures,  found  suflScient  time  to  give  much  in 
a  great  many  different  ways  to  a  small  New 
England  community  which  was  his  home  and 
of  which  he  was  justly  proud.  Uxbridge  has  lost 
a  fine  citizen,  an  efficient  and  successful  busi¬ 
ness  man,  a  kindly  gentleman,  one  whose  good 
deeds  will  long  live,  a  man  who  will  be  missed 
more  as  time  passes.” 


Mr.  Root  married,  October  12,  1898,  Jane 
Frances  Wheelock,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  and  Jane 
(Sprague)  Wheelock,  a  descendant  of  an  old  Colonial 
family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  are  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children: 


fi- 


*>'j  _ 

F*  ’  ’  ^  '  ».i 

rr  '  pr##/  ',v’^ -:.’■(/■  n'*,WllwJf  '  '^.  ’  '^^7  ■  ;y  ■  ^Wil 

‘  \  ,'i  "’r..  '  '‘'  :  ’WVC'^^n  ...  '  ’aw'j.w.'i'^WTW  .'■  •. '.  v  , 


ki^'' .  ■  "^  - 

|P'.;  .A 


r’l 


1 


.'Jf*' 


m 


V-.J 


ii^f  V/ 

I 


■JS^Jj' 


I?'  t 


A\^ffeniT}i  iff  h!((w  laV  $!v;(t  ^J 

■fit  ilKr^^  It;  'ii<|  -iv  h*M.  q,i,(f  .  .^ 

'■frtt .'u'^ ■' ^ 

®  l  m(»'W  ei(<  l'l>  a»»SN«'*^h  ■■,.  h:.-.ii,  • 

i  ftii  d.^U  J.  .- 

|*(!Jm'>-;j>:4(».  .tof''  3A*'-  1  '.-a  /ii([,  ,;r4i!!.Ii-'i ,  j  4; 

I  JVivIjI 


r/  , 


'•Mr.  '►4  !>nsi^xirf 


<’  k ' 


Fn 


ifc 


.^i’'  ■3i--'yi&rfjiK'yf'  .iivT 

■  M  ';<(  • 

V*  ^;{rjf/;>ly‘\r(  sJ?'  Wjrvfil’i  fi  3 


■tTv')' 


•li«4lf  fjtt^  ,ii  *;4l 

ir/r xr  i7 ' 


.'V;" 


■i 


.Vl 


.1 


k  »»* 


nMv  -i' 

P  isrf'j.  uli  .4M'  '''*j‘ 

■  ,tlV.  'i'!'  .  i.' 


..4^ 


ROOT 


(1)  Dorothy  Emogene,  born  July  15,  1899;  mar¬ 
ried,  June  21,  1924,  Harold  J.  Walter,  general 
manager  o£  the  Uxbridge  Worsted  Company. 
Children: 

(i)  Mary  Jane,  born  May  25,  1927. 

(ii)  Harold  John,  born  June  2,  1931. 

(hi)  Dorothy  Deborah,  born  June  2,  1931. 

(2)  Deborah,  born  October  27,  1903,  resides  at 
home. 

(3)  Charles  Arthur,  Jr.,  born  April  6,  1907,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Uxbridge  Worsted  Company. 
He  married.  May  1,  1930,  Helen  Sybil  Rixford, 
daughter  of  Frank  A.  and  Mary  Hough  Rix¬ 
ford  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island. 

Charles  Arthur,  Jr.,  and  Helen  Sybil  (Rixford) 
Root  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Sybil  Ann, 
born  April  19,  1931. 
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James  Smith,  the  immigrant  ancestor,  was  born 
in  England  and  came  to  Massachusetts  Bay  about 

1639.  He  settled  at  Weymouth  where  he  became  a 
proprietor,  and  according  to  the  records,  he  was 
made  a  freeman  in  1654.  His  will  was  dated  June  19, 
1673,  and  was  proved  June  22,  1676.  He  married 
Joane,  surname  unknown. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  son  of  James  and  Joane 
Smith,  was  born  June  8,  1639,  in  Weymouth  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1681.  He 
married  Experience,  surname  unknown.  It  is 
probable  that  they  lived  part  of  their  life  in 
Weymouth  although  it  is  recorded  that  they  lived 
in  Taunton  and  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  later 
moving  to  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

Jacob  Smith,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Experience 
Smith,  was  born  about  1710.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
surname  unknown. 

Jacob  Smith,  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Smith, 
was  born  in  173  8  and  died  in  1807.  He  was  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Mary 
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Lewis  who  died  December  30,  1833.  The  following 
inscription  is  engraved  upon  his  tombstone  in  North- 
field  cemetery,  Litchfield,  Connecticut: 

^^Ohl  Thou  great  arbiter  of  Life  and  Death! 

Thy  call  I  follow  to  the  Land  Unknown, 

I  trust  in  Thee  and  know  in  Whom  1  TrustJ^ 

David  Smith,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Lewis) 
Smith,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut.  He 
married  Anna,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
(Spencer)  Bartholomew.  Benjamin  Bartholomew 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

David  Smith,  son  of  David  and  Anna  (Barthol¬ 
omew)  Smith,  was  born  April  16,  1822,  in  North- 
field,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  and  died  May 
28,  1902,  in  Meriden,  Connecticut.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stone  mason  and  came  to  Meriden  in  18  52 
where  he,  through  his  own  efforts,  became  a 
prominent  builder  and  contractor.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican  and  was  keenly  interested  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Meriden. 
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David  Smith  married  in  1848,  Fidelia,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Ruth  (Hull)  Parker  of  Meriden.  She 
was  born  in  1825  and  died  in  1896.  Jesse  Hull  and 
Jehile  Preston,  father  and  grandfather  of  Ruth 
(Hull)  Parker,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  the 
former  as  a  private  and  the  latter  as  a  sergeant. 

Edward  Wier  Smith,  son  of  David  and  Fidelia 
(Parker)  Smith,  was  born  October  17,  18  54,  in 
Meriden  where  he  died  October  8,  1930. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Meriden  and 
the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  in  New  Haven,  and  in 
1874  entered  Yale  College  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1878  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  During  his  college 
years  he  played  to  great  advantage  on  the  Varsity 
Baseball  Club  and  his  ability  to  throw  a  "curve”  ball, 
a  great  factor  in  the  development  of  the  national 
game  of  baseball,  was  demonstrated  on  the  field  upon 
more  than  one  occasion.  While  at  Yale  a  warm  and 
lasting  friendship  sprung  up  between  William 
Howard  Taft,  then  known  as  "Bill”  and  Doctor 
Smith,  known  as  "Ted”. 

Upon  leaving  Yale  he  decided  to  study  medicine 


SMITH 


and  accordingly,  entered  Yale  Medical  School.  His 
studies  were  interrupted  for  a  brief  period  during 
which  he  taught  school  at  Yalesville,  Connecticut, 
and  then  resumed  at  McGill  University,  Montreal, 
Canada,  from  where  he  graduated  in  1882  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D. 

Dr.  Smith,  better  known  to  his  intimate  friends 
as  "E.  W.’’,  began  to  practice  medicine  in  Meriden 
in  1882.  In  1892  he  took  a  course  in  the  Post 
Graduate  Medical  College,  New  York  City.  His  con¬ 
stant  study  and  search  for  knowledge  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  work  produced  a  man  of  exceptional 
ability.  His  interest  in  surgery  prompted  him  to 
specialize  in  that  branch  of  medical  work,  for  which 
he  possessed  a  natural  adaptation  and  his  skill  in  the 
operating  room  won  the  commendation  of  his 
colleagues.  The  number  of  cases  brought  to  him  by 
medical  men  and  surgeons  for  diagnosis  increased 
steadily  each  year  and  every  case  received  his  careful 
consideration.  His  sympathy,  kindness  and  unfailing 
optimism  together  with  his  generosity  endeared  him 
to  rich  and  poor  alike.  During  a  period  of  nearly 
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fifty  years,  his  service  to  humanity  was  beyond 
estimation  in  money  value.  Opportunities  for  ad¬ 
vancement  to  a  larger  field  of  endeavor,  that  un¬ 
doubtedly  would  have  brought  him  greater  financial 
rewards,  were  not  accepted.  His  happiness  in  serving 
his  fellow  citizens,  whose  interests  held  first  place  in 
his  affections,  overcame  any  desire  on  his  part  to  take 
advantage  of  offers  of  a  more  lucrative  nature. 

Dr.  Smith’s  medical  connections  were  extensive 
and  included  the  following:  He  served  on  the  medical 
and  surgical  staffs  of  the  Meriden  Hospital,  was  a 
member  of  the  Meriden  Medical  Society,  The 
Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Academy  of  Medicine  and  the  American  Medical 
Association.  He  was  one  of  the  original  thirteen 
charter  members  of  the  American  College  of 
Surgeons  and  was  formerly  president  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society. 

Fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Meriden 
Lodge,  No.  77,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  St.  Elmo 
Commandery,  No.  9,  Knights  Templar;  Keystone 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  also  held  member- 
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ship  in  the  Society  of  Sons  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution. 

In  politics  Dr.  Smith  was  a  Republican. 

In  religious  faith,  Dr.  Smith  was  a  Congregation- 
alist  and  attended  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Meriden  for  nearly  fifty  years.  During  that  time 
he  was  most  generous  in  his  support  of  the  work 
carried  on  by  the  church.  The  funeral  services  were 
held  from  Dr.  Smith’s  residence  and  conducted  by 
the  Reverend  Albert  J.  Lord  and  were  attended  by 
many  prominent  and  representative  citizens  of 
Meriden  and  vicinity. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the 
time  of  Dr.  Edward  Wier  Smith’s  death  by  the 
Meriden  Medical  Society: 

"The  principal  facts  regarding  Dr.  E.  W. 
Smith’s  life  have  been  published  in  the  news¬ 
papers.  What  we  desire  is  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
memory  as  we  have  known  him. 

No  one  can  appreciate  what  Dr.  Smith  has 
done  as  well  as  those  who  have  seen  him  day  by 
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day  at  his  work.  We  all  know  he  has  given  most 
freely  of  himself  —  his  devotion  to  the  sick  and 
suffering,  both  in  his  private  practice  and  in  the 
hospital,  has  been  continuous,  ever  ready  and 
complete.  His  steadily  increasing  skill  and 
wisdom  were  in  daily  evidence.  His  absolute  at¬ 
tention  to  his  profession,  and  his  association  with 
the  leading  surgeons  of  the  country,  enabled  the 
Meriden  Hospital  to  keep  fully  abreast  with  the 
wonderful  progress  of  our  profession. 

His  unusual  hopefulness,  no  matter  how 
critical  the  case  might  be  that  came  under  his 
care,  added  to  his  skill,  has  saved  many  a  life.  His 
never-failing  sympathy  and  kindness  have  been 
felt  by  thousands  of  patients. 

His  life  was  well  rounded  out.  His  intimate 
friend  and  classmate.  President  Taft,  told  one 
of  us,  a  few  years  ago,  that  E.  W.  Smith  was  the 
best  type  of  a  man  he  ever  knew. 

It  is  pleasant  to  think  of  how  many  people 
in  the  city  of  his  birth  and  life  loved  him  but  it 
is  sad  to  think  of  how  they  will  miss  him. 

In  addition  to  the  great  work  he  has  done 
we  can  apply  to  E.  W.  Smith,  Wordsworth’s 

lines  — 


7  S’ 


_  -  ,,,.,ia™, 

T  '  M  ■'  -I'iL  '  -  'llr  eft  ^  .  1.  \*  .'  M 


V  'I 


I  <\ 


■  \ 


t'  *' '.•.7^/av^O 


nf  d 


R  ^  ;«  ^OUf^uthi  i  e*»i{  »iutf^iK«i  "w. 

*s^i  Tf  v^v»<#iit;'  i  ^,(1  ( ^  W’!>^'  '’',tto>  ^ 


•U 


|)  '  ;  •  »  »  ■  ,‘^'V  ■  ■'^  ‘’'■‘*^'T’  '■  ;  '•  !  ■'■  ■  •'  ”  '  .' ' 


jW»  V  i  ''■!pr  ■  .r  <KV  ,UV^''t  'Tf  /.vt.*  •  **  '.W 


.■'U 


»r#1 


,  t'.r  i.'ii',  ( 'i.  •  iuJv'jijVv’’^ 

«,T«,at,  oti  ;|^f^  :  .  vlfl 


O4 


■De'.t  wiM*. 


hat,  iiiv-siaV,.  , 

i'r'HJ  i  ft  V?t>  m  y 

m  ,  K'  ■^'■'^>  .  VWItT^  ^  ’’’  ^  *“  ,4# 

*w*f  •*■•'’  'A*;  mr.ii^fc'  ■'  :  ■ '  ■ 

?  lij  )i;Vyf4*yVj5r  yiWt|s.V’ .  ^  ^>i.  *  'JI*'  'lijil 

cv  Jmm  __  .  ■•.ua  .  ■  ."  ,7..::.  <,5^ 


k 


* .'] 


;> 


*A 


V  .» 


i 


I 


T 


m 


i'v.ir  u. 


SMITH 


^That  best  portion  of  a  good  man’s  life  —  his 
little  nameless  unremembered  acts  of  kindness 
and  of  love’  ” 

H.  DeForest  Lockwood 
E.  T.  Bradstreet 
E.  W.  Pierce 
T.  P.  Murdock 
J.  D.  Eggleston 

The  following  editorials  are  quoted  from  the 
Meriden  Record  and  the  Meriden  Daily  Journal 
respectively  and  express  the  high  esteem  and  respect 
in  which  Dr.  Smith  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

*'When  the  stout,  kindly  heart  of  Dr.  Edward 
Wier  Smith  ceased  to  beat  early  Wednesday 
night,  Meriden  lost  a  citizen  whose  career  makes 
one  of  the  brightest  pages  in  her  history,  and 
many  of  her  citizens  lost  a  good  and  true  friend 
whose  memory  always  will  be  cherished. 

*E.  W.’  to  hundreds  was  an  institution  to  be 
admired,  respected  and  as  well  to  be  counted 
upon  when  human  frailties  were  to  be  corrected 
and  a  tender  hand  needed  for  guidance  back  to 
the  road  of  health.  His  place  among  them  will 
be  difficult  to  fill. 
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Dr.  Smith  possessed  every  characteristic  of 
mind  and  heart  to  make  him  endeared  with  that 
feeling  of  hero-worship  and  implicit  confidence 
accorded  to  the  regrettably-disappearing  'family 
doctor’  type,  but  he  was  an  expert  and  specialist 
in  the  field  of  his  greatest  endeavors,  surgery. 

While  Dr.  Smith  will  be  best  remembered  for 
his  service  to  his  city  and  state  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  those  who  knew  him  back  in 
another  generation  recall  with  pride  his  record  as 
an  athlete  at  Yale  and  on  home  fields,  particularly 
as  a  baseball  pitcher. 

It  was  'Ted’  Smith  back  in  the  late  70’s  who 
showed  this  part  of  the  country  how  to  throw 
a  'curve  ball,’  one  of  the  great  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  national  game.  One  of  his 
classmates  and  fellow- athletes  was  "Bill”  Taft, 
later  to  become  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  friendship  of  their  youth  endured 
through  a  lifetime. 

Dr.  Smith  at  the  close  of  his  career  was  not 
a  wealthy  man,  in  a  worldly  way,  as  he  might 
have  been.  What  he  did  for  his  fellow  man  he 
never  measured  in  dollars,  but  rather  in  the 
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satisfaction  of  good  deeds  well  done.  His  wealth, 
perhaps,  will  consist  chiefly  of  the  esteem  and 
gratitude  of  those  to  whom  his  skill  and  labor 
were  ever  available  when  asked  for. 

For,  despite  the  poet,  the  good  that  he  did 
lives  after  him.” 

^  ^  ^ 

"The  sudden  passing  of  Dr.  Edward  W.  Smith 
comes  as  a  personal  loss  to  thousands  of  his 
fellow  citizens  in  whose  families  he  had  become 
friend  and  counsellor  as  well  as  physician  and 
surgeon.  No  man  could  be  more  genuinely 
mourned  in  a  community  where  he  labored,  and 
the  memory  of  his  unselfish  humanitarian 
service  will  endure  for  many  years. 

Doctor  Smith  was  a  big  man  in  Meriden  and 
he  could  have  been  the  big  man  in  an  extensive 
field.  Without  any  effort  on  his  part  his  profes¬ 
sional  reputation  had  spread  throughout  the 
state.  He  was  recognized  among  colleagues  as  a 
surgeon  of  exceptional  skill  and  some  wondered 
that  he  should  have  been  content  to  serve  in 
the  old  home  town  with  its  limited  financial 
reward  when  so  much  greater  opportunities 
beckoned. 
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But  Doctor  Smith  reckoned  his  happiness  in 
the  friendship  and  love  of  his  fellow  citizens 
rather  than  in  the  size  of  his  bankbook.  That  he 
succeeded  in  his  life  mission  was  amply  demon¬ 
strated  today  in  the  heart-felt  expressions  of 
sorrow  and  admiration  from  persons  in  all  walks 
of  life.  All  had  stories  to  relate  of  the  devotion, 
kindness  and  generosity  of  'Ted’  Smith,  as  the 
older  residents  called  him. 

The  story  of  his  life  is  well  told  in  the  news 
columns.  We  can  only  give  weak  expression  to 
praise  that  should  be  fervent.  We  shall  miss 
'Old  Doctor’  Smith  with  his  welcome  pills  and 
his  skillful  operating  hand  but  more  than  all  else 
we  shall  miss  him  for  his  whimsical  cheerful 
smile,  his  words  of  encouragement  and  his 
personal  interest  in  our  welfare.  Truly,  a  good 
man  has  gone.” 

Doctor  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Puritan  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of 
Meriden  and  the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
by  that  institution: 

"Whereas:  In  the  death  of  our  associate  and 
friend,  the  late  Dr.  E.  W.  Smith,  this  bank,  the 
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City  of  Meriden  and  his  family  have  suffered  an 
irreparable  loss. 

Resolved:  That  we  spread  upon  our  minutes 
an  expression  of  sorrow  and  an  appreciation  of 
those  splendid  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  that 
endeared  him  to  his  fellow  citizens,  those  virtues 
of  optimism,  of  service  to  his  fellow  man,  of 
generosity  and  charity,  in  the  exemplification  of 
which  he  reared  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
this  community  an  enduring  memorial  of  affec¬ 
tion  and  respect.  We  are  grateful  for  such  a  life 
and  share  the  universal  regret  at  his  passing.” 

Doctor  Edward  Wier  Smith  married  October  14, 
188  5,  Helen  Bethia,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Mary 
Abby  (Caldwell)  Rice  of  Meriden.  They  were  the 
parents  of  (1)  Marion  Rice,  born  June  26,  1887, 
married  June  6,  1922,  Henry  Addison  Bidwell  of 
Northampton,  Massachusetts.  (2)  David  Parker, 
born  May  7,  1889,  graduated  from  Yale  University 
in  1910  with  a  degree  of  M.  D.  and  is  a  practicing 
physician  in  Meriden.  He  married  October  12,  1912, 
Evelyn  Lewis  of  Meriden.  They  are  the  parents  of 
(a)  Edward  Rice,  born  September  19,  1915.  (b) 
David  Lewis,  born  January  9,  1920.  (c)  Bethia 

Lambert,  born  April  17,  1922. 


'>"!>\'  !^  wr-::  ,V,.  ;i’ li 

'i  -  ;■•,  St/^'r-r'- 

— i-' ' -r  ■  ..f't  ,  f  .  »■ 


affi  :  'Siaj '  y'  <«n^w  iH'*rtqc  sw  Jr.l^^/T.  •'•  ,  '  -Jmt 


!wtA  v»oTv*.'i4-ft^fci<»;^'f  ■■•^ii'Jjl 

-  '■  ^  “# ti^  )<*  WJU  W-  fp  ■•  i •'  ' .  ^ 

A5'’!ib",i.:^  '.‘  '.,1  V,'.  iV^i  ijii"-^;;*4  ■  v  '^  " 

;j'|  .  •<•..<"  <0  #r,v.,\.?‘‘Jl'4:» 


w. 


vW.MiT-TO'  ,.v" 


•>>?/  A  I’j  \€^  IjIi, 
-  <  />  ' 


V;  .  '/-'qwrt  VV>'.v.:4  ift 

■:  ''■  .  ’  '  UMB.  '  '  /  'id  , 

l  '  i«f>>;si;'V^'  rfih-jrg  ri{f  '  'iii 


I'  r  ,,  ;  £~  ’  '  ^  BBi 

^f.h  yTv  'vf..-; r 


^ '  lii- \  ^ ^ , 


V.  W.i-' 


■+v  .  J  i 


,.'f  .  flVAi-tr'/i  }  ,  /.  C'. 


'  'li'i  v\'/l 


'  •■  '  A":  ' I 


,•  f  I  r\  .  *  -*■ 


.  *  *,  >  ^ 


...v>-'-' 

» f  '  #  ^'  il 


I 


f 


WANNING 


Francis  Downs  Wanning,  prominent  and  lead¬ 
ing  manufacturer  in  the  rubber  and  metal  industry 
in  New  England,  was  born  March  11,  1873,  in 
Shelton,  Connecticut,  and  died  April  7,  1930,  in 
New  Haven,  Connecticut.  He  was  the  son  of  Henry 
Francis  and  Harriet  (Downs)  Wanning. 

Henry  Francis  Wanning,  also  a  prominent  manu¬ 
facturer  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  and  at  present 
(1931)  in  his  85  th  year,  has  for  many  years  been 
actively  identified  with  the  rubber  and  metal 
industry.  He  has  successively  occupied  the  positions 
of  secretary,  treasurer,  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry  of  Derby,  Connect¬ 
icut,  and  has  been  vice-president  and  president  of 
the  Birmingham  National  Bank  of  which  he  is  now 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  Farrel-Birmingham  Company,  Inc.,  and 
the  Derby  Securities  Company.  He  married,  June  14, 
1870,  in  Derby,  Harriet  Wallace  Downs,  daughter 
of  Nelson  Horatio  and  Elizabeth  Beekman  (Wallace) 
Downs  of  Shelton. 

Francis  Downs  Wanning  secured  his  early  educa- 
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tion  in  the  Derby  High  School  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1891,  after  which  he  entered  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  and  in  1894  received  his  degree  of  Ph.  B.  He 
then  traveled  in  Europe  for  four  months  and  acquired 
an  excellent  foundation  for  the  commencement  of 
his  business  career. 

Upon  his  return  from  Europe,  Mr.  Wanning 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry 
and  chose  the  Engineering  Department  as  the  most 
desirable  branch  of  the  business  in  which  to  make  his 
start.  His  executive  ability  was  soon  recognized  and 
in  a  year  he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  secretary. 
He  made  many  important  changes  in  the  manu¬ 
facturing  processes  and  developed  and  perfected  a 
successful  bias  cutter,  as  well  as  the  hydraulic  belt- 
stretcher.  He  was  directly  responsible  for  the 
development  of  the  multiple  roll  calenders  for  more 
than  one  operation  at  the  same  time,  and  the  Banbury 
Mixer,  one  of  his  outstanding  achievements,  is  now 
considered  one  of  the  most  important  basic  rubber 
working  machines  ever  brought  on  the  market. 

The  development  of  the  Birmingham  Iron 
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Foundry  was  Mr.  Wanning’s  greatest  interest  and 
his  natural  ability,  together  with  his  persistence  in 
overcoming  obstacles,  won  for  him  a  rapid  promotion 
in  the  organization.  He  served  as  secretary  and 
treasurer  from  1905  to  1916,  as  secretary  and  vice- 
president  from  1916  to  1918  and  as  vice-president 
and  general  manager  from  1918  to  1927,  at  which 
time  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry  merged  with 
the  Farrel  Foundry  &  Machine  Company  and  became 
known  as  the  Farrel-Birmingham  Company,  Inc. 
It  came  about  as  a  natural  sequence  of  events  that 
Mr.  Wanning  was  chosen  vice-president  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Executive  Board  of  this  Company,  which 
oflSce  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  constantly 
increasing  prestige  and  business  of  this  organization 
justified  the  wisdom  shown  in  electing  Mr.  Wanning 
to  that  office. 

In  addition  to  his  business  connections  already 
enumerated,  he  was  second  vice-president  of  the 
Derby  and  Shelton  Board  of  Trade  from  1923  to 
1924;  a  director  of  Derby  Securities  Company  since 
1926,  Birmingham  National  Bank  since  1925, 
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Shelton  Water  Company  from  1913  to  1927,  Ousa- 
tonic  Water  Power  Company  from  1920  to  1927, 
Derby  Gas  &  Electric  Company  since  192  S  (re¬ 
elected  for  1930  and  1931),  and  Industrial  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  Lower  Naugatuck  Valley  since  1915 
(second  vice-president  1919  and  1920,  president 
1921  and  1922)  ;  treasurer  of  Park  Commissioners  of 
Shelton  since  1919;  and  vice-president  of  Boy  Scouts’ 
executive  board  since  1928.  He  served  as  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  Griffin  Hospital  during 
1929. 

Mr.  Wanning’s  club  memberships  included  the 
Graduates  Club  in  New  Haven,  Theta  Delta  Chi 
Club  in  New  York,  Race  Brook  Country  Club  in 
Orange,  Connecticut,  and  the  Highland  Golf  Club 
in  Shelton,  Connecticut. 

In  religious  faith,  Mr.  Wanning  was  a  Congrega- 
tionalist  and  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  Derby. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Wanning  was  vice- 
president  of  the  War  Chest  Association  of  Derby 
and  Shelton. 
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Perhaps  the  best  summary  of  Mr.  Warming’s  career 
and  his  beneficial  influence  in  the  industrial  world  in 
which  he  was  interested,  is  found  in  the  tribute  ac¬ 
corded  him  by  his  associates  under  the  title  of 
''Recollections  of  F.  D.  Wanning”  which  was  written 
shortly  after  his  death. 

**Mr.  Wanning  was  closely  identified  with,  and 
largely  responsible  for,  the  growth  of  the 
Birmingham  Iron  Foundry,  with  which  company 
he  spent  his  entire  business  career  in  association 
with  his  father.  The  gradual  expansion  of  the 
Birmingham  Iron  Foundry  to  the  important 
position  held  in  the  equipment  field  was  coin¬ 
cident  with  the  remarkable  development  of  the 
rubber  industry. 

"Mr.  Wanning  was  quick  to  see  the  value  and 
importance  in  rubber  manufacture  of  new 
machines  for  the  improvement  of  manufacturing 
processes  and  increasing  production.  A  success¬ 
ful  bias  cutter  and  the  hydraulic  belt  stretcher 
were  among  those  perfected  by  his  company. 
Multiple  roll  calenders  for  more  than  one  opera¬ 
tion  at  the  same  time,  which  are  now  becoming 
quite  generally  used,  were  offered  by  him  long 
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before  the  trade  was  ready  to  appreciate  their 
value.  Rubber  manufacturers  owe  to  his  keen 
foresight  the  development  of  the  Banbury  Mixer, 
which  in  its  present  perfected  state  is  now  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  most  if  not  the  most  important 
basic  rubber  working  machines  ever  offered  to 
them. 

“In  his  management  of  the  Birmingham  Iron 
Foundry,  he  was  responsible  for  prices  and 
credits.  His  sympathy  and  consideration  for  new 
rubber  manufacturing  enterprises  was  very  great 
and  many  of  them,  even  some  which  have  now 
become  very  large,  must  still  remember  with 
gratitude  his  help  through  their  struggling  early 
years. 

“Consideration  for  the  necessities  of  the 
small  rubber  manufacturers  was  an  outstanding 
characteristic.  In  boom  times,  when  rubber 
machinery  manufacturing  facilities  were  at  a 
premium,  a  portion  of  the  plant  capacity  was 
reserved  to  make  certain  that  the  regular  repair 
work  for  his  customers  could  be  performed,  and 
also  that  they  could  obtain  the  occasional  ma¬ 
chines  required  for  the  moderate  expansion  con¬ 
tinually  taking  place.  He  was  never  carried 


!•  i  • 

■  &'!'  ■ 


\  r  ^  M 


fS;' ’> '  '* 'ir.aiii  ■'  ^r-^vi'^iVfTr'iry' ' 


Vt 


i-  -  « 


<  ’  ‘A  . 

;tn' 

:MlM:rFr^7'l^ ; 


,•■  r 


•vr ' 


A-  ‘  ^  ^  '  ■'■■'’a  ’■*'  •  >Vl 

'  •'>^'^  <r  .1 


i**'. 

S' 


m 


t 


f  ' 


P) 

r®  . 


A' 


■v^;^  .^.«tl  SViTW  'Ulii^Wia  >;^-i;>.Sj| 

r.-'av  sMje'  bji’  '?Vi4i(;j|''  j,J^.,fi^‘  ,4^,  USr;^, 

Ah  '  M  X'fl  %‘,l  >C*'  V  vJ/'it.J 


% 


•'•'■!»,■<»  H»il( 


Tfi5^ 

■  M.n'i 

•  f.T*'  ' 


'vM  A  1^/ 

4  ^  *  •'  '  »  I  •  ^ 


mm  ■■ 


_  .'HMV 

.,  - -<  "  '  '  ■■  -<-7r5|^j  -■  ■■-  ,  •;.^  - 

nflVj,i4.  »,9hij*r.‘jfi  '■"■iilr  vtii  .  mMtv.-^'mvili^''  ■ 


'ik 


|i'-*  |frii/ri .  i  4Wt)[jfw  rtm 

■  ^  ,,K»ff>ij  ,  ttf 

ft  it*’!ii' -y-^  4i'.>'^'i>tt'5  SttrtUJil.yiirt.ijy.'n 'll? 


■‘■■.q-M  .  -iJ' 


V 


aU«-* 

I...  : . .  .’  'Aj''.',  PM 


: ' '  !'■>  j<-'y^V-4i''>'  i  A"*'  idj.'-'  ■‘■'('••'Si. 
4Q;  '1 4  ?'•  fC' 


'  *  -v  Jl.  .JeiH 


'V'/,/>'^- 


WANNING 


away  by  extreme  enthusiasm  in  times  like  these 
and  has  been  known  to  turn  away  large  orders 
which  were  offered,  but  which  taken  would  mean 
the  complete  absorption  of  plant  capacity,  which 
he  felt  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  his  regular 
customers.  This  policy  won  the  company  many 
friends  in  the  rubber  business  and  tended  toward 
the  stabilization  of  production  in  dull  times  as 
well  as  in  periods  when  plenty  of  business  was 
being  offered. 

**The  personality  of  its  head  was  reflected  in  all 
dealings  of  the  company  with  its  customers.  He 
always  insisted  that  all  orders  be  carried  out  in 
the  spirit  in  which  they  were  given,  regardless 
of  cost.  His  pride  in  the  quality  of  Birmingham 
products  prevented  him  from  approving  any¬ 
thing  but  the  best  for  his  customers. 

**He  never  shirked  responsibility  and  having 
taken  it  never  repudiated  it. 

*Tn  the  amalgamation  of  the  Birmingham 
Iron  Foundry  with  the  Parrel  Foundry  & 
Machine  Company  he  felt  very  strongly  that  the 
bringing  together  of  these  two  old  rubber  ma¬ 
chinery  manufacturers,  which  had  both  served 
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the  rubber  industry  from  its  very  beginning, 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  rubber  industry  as  well 
as  to  the  two  companies  directly  involved. 
Economies  in  various  directions,  and  the  merging  ' 
of  the  two  engineering  and  sales  staffs  opened  up 
a  field  for  larger  opportunity  and  development 
of  new  machines,  as  well  as  for  closer  contact 
with  and  greater  service  to  the  rubber  trade. 

*'His  relations  with  his  employees  were  very 
close,  and  he  was  always  accessible  to  any  of  them 
for  consultation  on  any  matters  pertaining  to 
their  own  welfare  or  the  interests  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  He  will  be  remembered  longest  not  as  a 
business  associate  but  as  a  personal  friend.” 

The  local  paper  carried  this  tribute  to  Mr. 
Wanning’s  memory  which  is  quoted  in  full  here¬ 
with. 

"Thirty-five  years  of  constructive  work  con¬ 
stitute  the  productive  career  of  Francis  Downs 
Wanning.  From  the  time  when,  ably  educated 
for  the  vocation  he  had  chosen,  he  entered  active 
business  service,  until  the  sudden  transfer  to  a 
broader  field,  his  life  had  been  intense,  useful, 
well  planned  and  purposeful.  His  business 
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interests  were  many  and  to  them  all  he  gave 
the  intelligent  direction  which  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  clear-eyed  man  who  knows.  He  did 
not  shun  any  duty  which  might  contribute  to 
the  industrial,  social  or  civic  welfare  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  To  all  the  causes  of  community  or  state 
or  nation  which  appealed  to  his  able  resources,  he 
gave  the  best  that  was  in  him.  Ably  he  has  served 
his  time.  Abundantly  he  has  lived.  He  has  built 
an  edifice  which  those  who  take  up  the  work 
he  lays  down  may  use,  and  using  remember  him 
with  gratitude.  Of  such  as  he,  is  the  higher 
kingdom  of  our  commonwealth.” 

Francis  Downs  Wanning  married  March  28,  1908, 
in  Shelton,  Rose  Andrews,  daughter  of  Walter 
Ephraim  and  Betsy  Alice  (Towne)  Andrews.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  (1) 
Henry  Francis,  2nd.,  born  April  23,  1910.  (2) 

Andrews,  born  September  4,  1912.  (3)  Thomas 

Edwards,  born  February  18,  1918. 
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